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RATES
Local  rate:
   51 weeks ......................................... $30.00

Seasonal/Split rate:
   51 weeks ......................................... $35.00

So that’s 
what all the 
buzz is about!

Rest of Minn.  rate:
   51 weeks ......................................... $38.00

Out-of-State rate:
   51 weeks ......................................... $41.00

Subscription 
CARD

PLEASE RETURN THIS CARD WITH YOUR PAYMENT. THANK YOU.

Mail to: The Voyageur Press of McGregor
15 Country House Lane, P.O. Box 59

McGregor, Minnesota 55760

Subscriptions can be purchased 
Over the phone – 218-768-3405
We accept Visa and Mastercard

Online – www.thevoyageurpress.com

-All subscriptions are delivered by mail-

Calling all sweethearts…
Have you been married for a significant amount of  
years or know someone who has? Please let us know!

The Voyageur Press of  McGregor would 
like to feature them in a series of  stories 
titled Sweethearts for Life to be printed 
throughout the month of  February.

Contact the Voyageur Press at 
Phone: 218-768-3405
Fax: 218-768-7046
E-mail: vpofmg.me@frontier.com

DULUTH, Minn.— Nearly 150 exhibitors offering goods 
and services to couples planning weddings and starting new lives 
together will be featured at the 24th Annual Duluth Bridal Show, 
this Saturday, January 14 at the DECC in Duluth. 

The show will feature fi ve exhibit areas and highlight gowns, 
tuxes, photographers, caterers, DJ’s, live musicians, decorators, 
travel and destination experts, limos, wedding planners, fl orists 
and others. In addition there will be experts on hand to help bridal 
couples with everything needed to start out their new lives together 
from realtors to fi nancial experts.

The 2012 Bridal Fashion show will showcase the latest styles 
in bridal and formal wear fashions. The fashion show gets under-
way at 3:00 p.m. in the Lake Superior Ballroom and is unlike any 
fashion show in the region. 

The fashion show is concluded with the drawing of the Grand 
Prize winner of an all inclusive 5 night honeymoon vacation at 
Riu Palace Cabo San Lucas, charter air for two courtesy of Apple 
Vacations and About and Beyond Travel of Duluth. 

The winners name will be drawn at the conclusion of the fash-
ion show. The winner must be present to win and the couple must 
be of a minimum age of 18 and be a registered bridal couple at the 
show. In addition there will be prize drawings worth thousands of 
dollars at booths throughout the show.

The Duluth Bridal Show also has an extensive wedding plan-
ning web site with additional information at: www.duluthbrid-
alshow.com.

 Discount advance tickets to the Duluth Bridal Show are now 
available at duluthbridalshow.com or by calling 218-727-1177. 
Advance ticket holders are guaranteed a souvenir Duluth Bridal 
Show tote and express check in at the show. Tickets will also be 
available at the door for $8. 

The Duluth Bridal Show is presented by Lundeen Productions 
in conjunction with Engwalls Florist and Greenhouse, The Suites 
in Canal Park, Barkers Island Inn and Christie Printing.

For additional information about the Duluth Bridal Show con-
tact Lundeen Productions at 218-727-1177.

Duluth Bridal Show is 
wedding planning tradition

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Congressman Chip Cravaack 
(MN-8) announced the locations of mobile offi ces his staff will 
conduct throughout the Eighth Congressional District on Friday, 
January 13, 2012.

“These mobile offi ces will provide residents throughout the 
Eighth District an opportunity to meet with members of my staff 
and discuss matters that are important to them,” said Cravaack. 
“Providing exceptional constituent services is a goal I and my staff 
take very seriously. Mobile offi ces help us maintain close and es-
sential contact with the people we serve. If the good people of the 
Eighth District cannot come to us, we will come to them. It is my 
privilege to have provided my constituents access to mobile offi ces 
in over 120 Minnesota cities since this past June.”

Members of the Congressman’s staff will be available to meet 
with constituents at the following locations on Friday, January 13, 
2012 during the times indicated:

May Township Town Hall 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
5834 112th Street  SW
Motley, MN 56466
Cherry Township - Community Center 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
9831 Highway 37
Cherry, MN  55751
Embarrass Town Hall 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
7503 Levander Road
Embarrass, MN 55332
Rep. Cravaack serves on the Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee – where he is Vice Chair of the Aviation Subcommittee 
– the Homeland Security Committee, and the Science, Space and 
Technology Committee. The 8th Congressional District covers 18 
counties in Northeast Minnesota.

Brainerd Offi ce Contact: Perry Nouis Phone: (218) 454-4078.

Cravaack announces 
mobile offi cesJOSEPH W. WILSON

Joseph “Joe” W. Wilson, age 65 of McGregor died Sunday, 
January 8, 2012 at his home.

Joe was born January 30, 1946 at St. Cloud, Minnesota 
the son of Willard and Margaret (Peterson) 
Wilson. He grew up and attended schools in 
Coleraine and graduated from the Greenway 
High School in 1964. He then served in the 
U.S. Army from 1964 to 1966. Upon his dis-
charge he returned to Minnesota and worked 
various jobs until he began working for the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Forestry Department in October of 
1968. He had worked for the DNR until he retired in February of 
2008. He married Ilene “Midge” Finch on July 26, 1969 at Big 
Fork, Minnesota and they made their home in the McGregor area 
since. He was active with the McGregor American Legion Post, 
had been involved with the Sandy Lake Little League, the Aitkin 
County Parks and Recreation Board, the Aitkin County Persian 
Gulf Support Group, and had served on the McGregor School 
Board. He also enjoyed bowling.

He is survived by his wife: Midge Wilson of McGregor; Son: 
Mark Wilson of Minneapolis; Daughter and son-in-law: Wendy 
and Jim Robarge of Becker, Minn..; Grandson: Bentley; Sisters 
and brother-in-law: Beverly Bunes of Grand Rapids, Minn.; Mari-
lyn Linde of Success, Arkansas; Gwen and Patrick McLaughlin 
of Bovey, Minn.; brothers and sisters-in-law: John and Dianne 
Wilson of  Le Sueur, Minn.;  Jim and Nancy Wilson of Eveleth, 
Minn.  And numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 1 brother Pete.

A memorial service will be held Friday, January 13, 2011 at 
11 a.m. from the Big Sandy Camp Chapel with Rev. Steve De-
mars offi ciating. Visitation will be 1 hour prior to the service at 
the Big Sandy Camp Chapel. Military Honors will be provided by 
the McGregor American Legion Post. Memorials are preferred. 
Arrangements are with the McGregor Funeral Home. To sign the 
online guest register please go to www.srtfuneral.com. 

DONN L. PARK

Donn Lee Park, 76, a loved and respected husband, father, 
grandfather, and brother passed away at his home in Tucson, AZ 
on Dec. 28, 2011, following a long, brave battle with cancer. 

Donn was born in Redwood Falls, Minnesota on April 16, 
1935, to James Samuel Park and Nellie May (Doyle) Park. He grew 
up on a farm near Tamarack, Minn., attended McGregor High 
School through 10th grade and moved with his family to Rush 
City, Minn., where he graduated from Rush City High School in 
1952. He studied at Hamline University in St. Paul, Minn. for two 
years before transferring to Oregon State University in Corvallis 

where he graduated with a Bachelors degree in biology. 
After a career as a fi sheries research scientist with the National 

Oceanographic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, he retired from government service 
in 1990. The following year he launched an 
endangered species identifi cation business and 
was its fi rst president and CEO. Biomark, Inc. 
of Boise, Idaho, has since become a worldwide 
leader in fi sh and wildlife tracking. 

Donn and Marietta “Retta” June Park 
were married June 9, 1956. Having lived many 
years on Bainbridge Island, Wash., they settled 
in McCall, Idaho, at retirement. Throughout 
his life Donn worked in the mountains and streams of Idaho and 
was an avid big game hunter, boater and fi sherman. He particu-
larly enjoyed horse packing with family and longtime friends into 
many Western wilderness regions, especially Idaho’s Frank Church 
Wilderness Area. 

 He is survived by his loving wife of 55 years, Retta; sons Duncan 
(Debra) of Neosha, Missouri and Dean (Sarah)  and grandchildren 
Tessa and Cyrus of Boise, Idaho; sister, Jo Ann Lainen (William) 
of McGregor, Minn.; brother-in-law Bruce Hanson of St. Joseph; 
Minn.; sister-in-law Peggy Park of Hanford, Cali.; and many nieces 
and nephews, family and friends. 

Besides his parents Donn was preceded in death by brother, 
Robert and sister, Marcia. 

A memorial of his life is planned for a later date.

HAROLD E. TRIPP

Harold E. Tripp, 89, of Aitkin died January 3, 2012, at his 
residence in Aicota Assisted Living. He was born June 28, 1922, in 
Finlayson to Harold and Hilma (Mickelson) Tripp. He graduated 
from Finlayson High School and attended busi-
ness college. He was a U.S. Navy Veteran and then 
worked  as a supervisor for the Department of 
Defense. Harold was united in marriage to Carol 
Roushar on August 13, 1949, in Finlayson. They 
lived in Blaine and retired to Lake Minnewawa 
before moving to Aitkin. He was a member of First Lutheran Church 
in Aitkin, a life member of the VFW, American Legion, DAV, and 
the Nation Association of Retired Federal Employees.  He enjoyed 
golfi ng, bowling, reading and watching sports, especially football.

He is survived by his wife Carol, cousins, nieces, and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by two aunts, three uncles, and his parents.

A graveside service with military honors will be 11:00 a.m. – 
Wednesday, January 11, 2012, at Fort Snelling National Cemetery in 
Minneapolis.  Assembly area #4.  Arrangements are with Sorensen-
Root-Thompson Funeral Home in Aitkin.  www.srtfuneral.com

Events
COMMUNITY SENIOR CITIZEN FISH HOUSE: The 
Community Senior Citizen Fish House is now open for 
all senior citizens and handicapped persons. Please call 
218-768-3352 ahead of time to make reservations.

COMEDIAN SCOTT HANSEN: Will be performing live 
at the Buckhorn in Downtown McGregor on Friday, 
January 13 at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance or 
$15 day of show. Call 218-768-BUCK (2825).

ART OF TAXIDERMY LECTURE: With Dave Dickey on 
Saturday, January 14, at 1:00 p.m. at the Jaques Art 
Center. Dave will help us understand the process and 
show how taxidermy can be done in an ‘artful’ manner. 
He will have samples from his own collection.

CRIBBAGE: Sunday, January 15, registration starting 
at noon, games at 1:00. At the Cromwell Muni.

TUBING DAY: Monday, January 16, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
at Big Sandy Camp. Waiver form and info available at 
www.bigsandycamp.org

ANNUAL DINNER AND MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: 
McGregor Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 
and Membership Drive will be held on Wednesday, 
January 18 at 5:30 p.m. at Eagle Point Lounge. 
Keynote speaker will be Carol Altepeter from Explore 
Minnesota Tourism. There will also be a silent auction, 
Board of Directors Election and a short meeting.

College Announcements
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - SUPERIOR: 
The University of Wisconsin-Superior has named 
Stephanie Roth of Tamarack, Minn. to the Dean’s List 
for academic achievement in the Fall 2011 semester.

City, Township Meetings
WRIGHT CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, January 
11, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.

MCGREGOR CITY COUNCIL: Meets Tuesday, January 
17, 2012, at 7:10 p.m. City Hall.

Other Meetings
TAMARACK GOLDEN AGE CLUB: Meets Tuesday, 
January 10, 2012, at noon at the Tamarack Sno-Flyers 
building.

TAMARACK RIVER WATERSHED TEAM: Meets 
the fi rst Monday of the month at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Cromwell Pavilion. All are welcome!
AITKIN COUNTY REPUBLICANS: Meets the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. upstairs of the 
Aitkin Eye Care Center. Next monthly meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 13. www.aitkingop.com
LAKE COUNTRY QUILTERS GUILD: Meets the third 
Monday of the month from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club.
AITKIN COUNTY TRIAD: Meets the fi rst Tuesday of 
the month at 10:30 a.m. at various sites in the county. 
Watch the paper for the place of each meeting.

DFL CLUB: Meets the second Tuesday of the month 
at noon at the 40 Club in Aitkin. Next meeting is 
February 14.
FRIENDS OF RICE LAKE: Meets the third Wednesday 
of each month starting with the 18th of January at 1:30 
p.m. at the visitor center at Refuge Headquarters.
WRIGHT SENIOR CITIZENS BUILDING: Is open every 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. The fi rst Wednesday is a 
scheduled meeting, followed by games and lunch.
MCGRATH HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: Meets every 
other month on the third Wednesday, at 1:00 p.m. at 
Vie’s Place in McGrath. Next meeting is February 15. 

BUSY BEE SENIORS OF JACOBSON: Meets every 
Thursday at Jacobson Community Center from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome! Bring a dish 
to share for potluck at noon. Cards and socializing are 
enjoyed. For more information, call 218-752-6652.
RICE RIVER SENIORS: Meets the fi rst Thursday of the 
month, at 1:00 p.m., at the Rice River Senior Center.
MCGREGOR FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY: Meets 
the third Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m. at the 
McGregor library.
MCGREGOR DOWNTOWN SUBCOMMITTEE of the 
Chamber of Commerce: Meets the second Thursday 
of the month, at 5:30 p.m. at the Schoolhouse Cafe.

Community Health
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALANON MEETING: 
Meets Mondays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at noon 
at ALANON building on Big Sandy. Call Kenton at 768-
3811 or Ramona at 426-3344 or Lynda at 426-4370.
MERCY’S DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month, at 2:30 p.m. in Community 
Room 1 at Mercy Hospital. The group is facilitated by 
Betty Zebrasky, RN, and includes education and support. 
Please call 218-485-5836 for more information.
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the 
second Tuesday of the month at Mercy Hospital, in 
Moose Lake, at 6:30 p.m. in Comm. Room 1. Call 

218-485-5599 for more information.
CHILD LOSS GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets on 
the fi rst Thursday of each month at Mercy Hospital, 
in Moose Lake, 7:00–8:30 p.m. For more information 
about Mercy’s Grief Support Groups, please call 218-
485-5508 or e-mail cblatz@sisunet.org.
GRIEF SUPPORT RESOURCES: Information on grief 
support groups and services in Aitkin County. Call Val 
Thompson at Riverwood at 218-927-5524 or Mary Ann 
Kult at 218-426-3491.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING PALISADE: 
Meets Mondays, at 7:00 p.m. in the Bethel Lutheran 
Church basement.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Tamarack School House in 
Tamarack. Call Dennis W. at 218-838-3326.
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. at the ALANO building on Big Sandy. 
For more info., contact Rich, 218-426-3558; Kenton, 
218-768-3811; or Jack, 218-426-4029. Interested in 
Alateen? Call Ramona at 218-426-3344.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Wright. Call Andy L. at 357-2177.
AITKIN COUNTY CHAPTER OF GAMBLERS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bethel Lutheran Church in Palisade. Anyone with a 
gambling problem is welcome. For further information, 
please contact Pastor Bill, 218-845-2429.
ASK THE PHYSICAL THERAPIST: Every second 
Thursday of the month from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Spend 
time with Judy Hawley, PT, MAPL for a FREE question 
and answer series related to your body. Meet in the 
McGregor fi tness center.
LAC: Local mental health Advisory Council meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Hope Drop 
Inn located at 210 2nd St. NW in Aitkin. Our main mission 
is to provide and improve local mental health services.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the fourth Thursday 
of every month at Mercy Hospital. Morning session: 
10:00–11:30 a.m. Evening session: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
MCGREGOR/BIG SANDY LAKE NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets every Friday, at 7:00 p.m., at 

the ALANO building. For more information contact 
Joe at 218-316-1929.
MCGREGOR MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SUPPORT 
GROUP: Meets the second and fourth Friday of every 
month at the McGregor United Methodist Church from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. For more information, please call Karen 
at 218-392-0143 or Larissa 218-851-9849.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. at the ALANO building on Big 
Sandy. Call Rich at 426-3558 or Rob N. at 426-5210.

Veterans
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER: 
Penny Harms will be at the ANGELS offi ce in McGregor, 
10:00 a.m.–noon, the third Thursday of the month by 
appointment only. Please call 1-888-404-7320.
AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILIARY: Meets the fi rst 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Minnewawa 
Sportsmen’s Club.
LARSON-DENEEN VFW POST 2747 & AUXILIARY: 
Meets the second Thursday of each month, at 3:00 
p.m., at the VFW Hall. Railroad and First Street.
MATHEW W. SANDERS VFW POST 1721: Meets the last 
Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m. at Palisade City Hall.

Snowmobile & ATV Clubs
EVERGREEN P.A.C. ATV CLUB: Meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The meetings 
will be held at various locations. Meetings are open to 
the public. Check out the web site at www.evergreen-
pac-atvclub.com.
WHITE PINE RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets the fi rst 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the McGrath 
Fire Hall, unless otherwise posted. New members and 
visitors always welcome.
UP NORTH RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets Saturday, 
January 28, at 10:00 a.m. at Fisherman’s Bay Bar and 
Restaurant, Highway 65 north of McGregor.

CROMWELL SNO-GOPHERS: Meet the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at their 
clubhouse in Cromwell. For more information or to 
become a member go on line to www.mnsnowmobile.
org and hit the link to Cromwell Sno-Gophers.

PALISADE SUPER SLEDDERS: Meet the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse. 
Note this change of day.

TAMARACK SNO-FLYERS: Meets the second 
Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the clubhouse 
in Tamarack. To become a member, contact  
snoflyersmn@frontier.com or for club info and 
events go to www.mnsnowmobiler.org and click on 
Tamarack Sno-Flyers. 

Mark Your Calendar
MCGREGOR COMMUNITY MEAL: Held on the 
third Wednesday of the month at the McGregor 
Community Center, serving from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. The Community Meal is sponsored by ANGELS 
and the meals are prepared and served by various 
volunteer groups. The meal is free and if one wishes 
to do so, they may make a donation to ANGELS.
JAM SESSIONS: The fourth Thursday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. at McGregor United Methodist Church.
JACOBSON AREA FOOD SHELF: Open the fi rst 
and third Thursday of each month 4:00–6:00 p.m. 
at Carmel Lutheran Church.
MCGREGOR AREA FOOD SHELF: New location: 92 
Maddy Street N., in downtown McGregor. Pick-up 
dates are the fi rst, second and fourth Wednesdays 
of each month from 10:00 a.m. to noon. To 
coordinate food donations/deliveries, call Sharon 
at 426-3330.
TRI-COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF: Serving Tamarack, 
Wright and Cromwell, located in Cromwell at the 
junction of Hwy. 210 and 73. Fridays 3:00–5:30 
p.m.
AREA CLOTHING DEPOT OF CROMWELL/
WRIGHT: Hours are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
from 10:00 to 3:00. Their location is just north of 
Hwy. 210, about one block north of the railroad 
tracks. If you’re curious, check it out!
MCGREGOR AREA CLOTHING CLOSET: Hours are 
Tuesday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Located south on Maddy Street.
MCGREGOR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: 
Open Tuesday through Friday from noon to 5:00 p.m. 
in downtown McGregor, 218-768-3692. 
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