
McGregor
Jct. Hwys. 210 & 65

218-768-7000
1-800-294-6154

Aitkin
312 Minnesota Ave. N.

218-927-3213
1-800-294-2863

Dr. Douglas Landsverk
Dr. Steven Kinzer

Optometrists:

AMAZING GRACE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Pastor Joel Seibel
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

McGregor VFW
218-768-3771

ROUND LAKE 
PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. J. Yingling
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

County Rd. 6

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.

Cromwell, Minn.

BIG SANDY  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Pastor Stephen Demars
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Big Sandy Lake

FLOODWOOD 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

11698 Highway 8
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday service 10:15 a.m. 

218-768-3331

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Pastor Russell Christensen
Sunday worship 8:45 a.m.

99 S. 1st., McGregor
218-768-3331

GRACE LUTHERAN LOG 
CHURCH (ELCA)

 Pastor Erika Foss
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

School 10:00 a.m. 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.

Wright, Minn.
218-644-3640

VICTORY MISSION 
CHURCH

Pastor Jack Gould
Mable Street

McGregor, Minn.

TAMARACK CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

Pastor Terry Banker
608-475-1528

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday youth 4:00 p.m.
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Leave a Godly legacy
In a local Christian newspaper we get each month 
there recently were two obituaries published. One 
was of a woman who belonged to a religious order in 
the area and one was of a priest who happens to be a 
close friend of ours. Both obituaries were quiet long 
and fi lled up a whole page
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You can still be merry

The woman’s was an impressive list of degrees she 
had earned in several scientifi c disciplines, administrative 
offi ces she held during the course of her careers, places 
she had done research, programs she had started abroad, 
schools she had taught at, and boards she had served on. 
There was also a long list of awards and honors bestowed 
her for all her groundbreaking work in science and educa-
tion. At the end of these illustrious paragraphs was a list of 
survivors and details of the funeral.

Her abilities and achievements show how different 
God makes each of us. She was blessed with more than the 
average amount of brain power and she took that gift and 
used it to its capacity.

The obituary of our friend, on the other hand, was 
much different. It was not only an obituary, it was an 
article fi lled with testimonies of this man’s great love for 
humanity. 

During his years as a priest he looked after the down 
and out. He helped countless people spiritually and fi nan-
cially and always looked for the good in everyone. He was 

gentle and quiet with people, speaking only when he had 
something very important to say.

He was involved in educational and social groups that 
helped the spiritual lives of people fl ourish, and he was a 
friend who was there when life was hard. 

He was one of the founders of the Lake Superior Life 
Care Center and fought for the lives of children and their 
mothers. “From cradle to grave, he supported pro-life,” 
one friend said.

He is described as “a devoted, selfl ess man who did 
what God wanted him to do.” This lowly priest will not 
be forgotten, and because of him his friends and parishio-
ners are striving to be better people.

What a beautiful legacy he has left for so many, and 
what a testimony of how God can use one holy priest to 
touch the lives of so many people. 

In my opinion, to be a shaker and a mover in the world 
of science, politics, and education is a good thing when it is 
done for the good of humanity, but to be able to shake and 
move our hearts closer to God is much better.

BY JON WALKER
Purpose Driven Life

We celebrate the birth of Jesus, and then we return to 
the offi ce, to school, to the things we normally do.

Do you remember that Christmas was just a few weeks 
ago? (Or are you still thinking about when you’ll take 
down your decorations?)

The shepherds of Bethlehem returned to their fi elds. 
God had sent them to fi nd the baby Jesus in a manger. 
They marveled at God and knew they’d been blessed to see 
the Messiah’s arrival.

And then they returned to their fl ocks. They returned 
with an energized faith, glorifying and praising God. But, 
still, they returned to their routine.

God takes us to the mountaintop where he shows us 
great miracles and wonders, but he doesn’t leave us there. 
It is in the fi elds and among the fl ocks that our faith grows, 
nurtured in the soil of the day-to-day, the mundane. This is 
where we die to Christ, allowing his life to blossom within 
us (Galatians 2:20).

You may have returned to your routine, but God 
wants you to know this:

The things we truly believe emerge day-to-day. It’s the 
confl icts over who makes the coffee, who cleans up the 
mess, who gets to go home early, or who gets the biggest 
piece of pie that test whether it is Christ who lives in us or 
if we’re still saying, “No, it is I who live.”

God wants you to succeed, and he is going to stay 
with you to help you get it right. As Pastor Rick often says, 
God is on your side. This means God’s intent is not to 
catch you doing something wrong; his intent is to reveal 
where you still need to yield to the Jesus-life growing in 
you.

You can still be merry! Don’t we always point out how 
friendly, cordial, loving, and giving people are during the 
Christmas season, and then lament the fact that they aren’t 
like that during the rest of the year? It may be January, but 
you can still be friendly, cordial, loving, and giving right 
now. It is a choice!

Merry Christmas and a Happy Return to Routine.

“Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 
This is the fi rst and great commandment. 
And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.”

—Matthew 22:37-40 (NKJV) 

Reading the Book of Exodus in the 
Bible, I fi nd the Ten Commandments to 
guide my life. Somewhat simple – just ten 
rules to live by. First impression – if God 
is asking me to do ten things I’m pretty 
sure I can handle it.

But over a few thousand years the 
Jewish Rabbi’s added about 600 more. 
When Jesus arrived on the scene the 
people were burdened with the weight of 
these 600 plus rules to live by. There was 
a rule for every activity. And if there was 
no rule they created a new rule. Scholars 
spent their lives creating more rules to live 
by – all designed to control the people.

Jesus bursts on the scene – the people 
are saying 10 is a good number but now 
there are 600 – I just can’t do it!

Enter grace and forgiveness – revolu-
tionary ideas – straight from the source 
– Jesus.

So imagine what the people thought 
when Jesus boiled down the lot – 600 
again became 10 and then upon further 
review the 10 became two. Do you think 
if Jesus asked you to do two things for 
him you could do it?
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Deadlines: Thursdays at 4:00 p.m.

www.soderbloom.com • jay@soderbloom.com
5078 Hwy. 210, Cromwell, MN 55726

Soderbloom’s
#1 In Prop Repair

• Propeller Blue Printing • Pitch Changing • Blade Thinning 
• Cupping • Full service repair on Stainless & Aluminum Props

Your Propeller 
Headquarters218-644-3392

800 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Animals 810

Auto/Boat/Small Engine 820

McGregor Professional Building
255 W. HWY. 210

MCGREGOR, MN 55760 

218-768-4111
 1-800-548-9715

David A. Winegar, D.D.S. Chartered

HOURS: 
M- F: 7:30 a.m. - 

5:00 p.m.
Sat.: 8a.m. - 2p.m.For All Your Automotive, 

Recreational & Industrial Part Needs
218-768-3132 • 1-866-907-NAPA

On the Corner of Hwys 65 & 210, McGregor
E-mail: NapaMcGregor@frontiernet.net

Medical/Dental 830

AUTO SERVICE
A & M
AUTO REPAIR

M-F 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

DOWNTOWN MCGREGOR

768-CARS
2277

218-768-2444
1-800-326-0247

McGregor Insurance Agency
P.O. Box 310 • McGregor, MN 

218-845-2896 • Toll Free 866-593-2896

Dona 
Sackett

48753 285th Ave. 
(Hwy. 232)

Palisade, MN 56469

Fax: 218-845-0966

Legal/Law 840

Insurance 850

Printing/Embroidery 870

Personal Care 860

Only $10/week with 
a minimum six-month 

commitment.

$9/week for one-year 
commitment

Place Your Ad Here!

Answers from the January 10 Sudoku

Make Living Alone Safer,
24 Hours A Day

Make Living Alone Safer,
24 Hours A Day

• Lifeline Medical Alerts • Bed & Chair Alarms 
• Fall Prevention • Medication Dispensers • Wander 
Prevention • Pagers with Video & Two-Way Voice

Mention this ad for Special Pricing
508 SE 10th Street, Grand Rapids, MN
www.palmedicalsystems.com

(218) 326-9299 • 800-852-6575

Only $10/week with 
a minimum six-month 

commitment.

$9/week for one-year 
commitment

Place Your Ad Here!

Only $10/week with 
a minimum six-month 

commitment.

$9/week for one-year 
commitment

Place Your Ad Here!

Place Your Ad Here!

Only $10/week with 
a minimum six-month 

commitment.

$9/week for one-year 
commitment

Place Your Ad Here!

4 miles north of McGregor on Hwy. 65

Complete Auto & Recreational Repair • Imports & Domestics
ASE Certifi ed Master Tech • Polaris Certifi ed Tech • Winterizing & Shrink Wrap

218-426-0026

Legals 700

Aitkin County Land Department
Request for Proposals

Trailhead Kiosks

The proposal  is to build and install 8 kiosks around 
Aitkin County. Total cost for all 8 kiosks built and 
installed is due into Aitkin County Land Department 
209 2nd St. NW Room 206 Aitkin, MN 56431 by 
January 25th, 2012, at 2:00 p.m. For information 
packet call 218-927-7364 or email acld@co.aitkin.
mn.us

Mark Jacobs
Land Commissioner
January 10 and 17, 2012 ................................ 3.11

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT #95                                    
Cromwell-Wright, Minnesota

School Board Meeting Minutes
December 21, 2011 

at approximately 6:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the School Board of Inde-
pendent School District No. 95, Cromwell, MN was 
called to order at the C-W ITV/School Board Work 
Room on Wednesday, December 21, 2011 at 6:00 
p.m.  All Board members were present; S. Bridge 
called away at 6:58 p.m.

Also present were Superintendent Backer, Principal 
Libbon and other interested parties. 

Agenda Changes/Additions
Motion by J. Haugan, second by S. Bridge to ap-
prove the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by W. Collman, second by G. Eliason to ap-
prove the December 7, 2011 meeting minutes as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Chairperson’s Announcements
A.   Good Things Happening
The 4th grade students of C-W have adopted foster 
grandparents for the 2011-12 school year. This is 
the 18th year the program has existed!  The foster 
grandparents are residents at the Villa Vista/Cardi-
nal Court. The faculty of the Villa Vista work hard 
to match each student with a willing resident. Once 
each month the 4th graders will travel to the Villa 
Vista and visit their special foster grandparent. The 
residents share memories and experiences.  The 4th 
graders complete a special activity with their foster 
grandparent each month. They share themselves in 
a new and special way. It helps the students connect 
and feel comfortable with people of older genera-
tions.  It is amazing how quickly relationships are 
formed and how eager the students are to spend 
time with their special “grandparent.” The residents 
and students connect, share and truly touch each 
other in a unique and special way…a valuable pro-
gram to our students and our community. 
B. Public Participation
1. Strategic Plan Statement/Questionaire; review 
and discussion.

Consent Agenda
Motion by T. Johnson, second by W. Collman to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

A. Approve the hiring of Lori Wester for the Student 
Council Advisor/School Spirit position for school 
year 2011-12.
B. Approve the leave of absence of Lori Wester for 
the Knowledge Bowl position for school year 2011-12 
and school year 2012-13.
C. Approve the hiring of Keith Bergstedt for the 
Knowledge Bowl position for school year 2011-12.

Financial Report Review
A.   Federal Education Update-funding cuts for 2012-
2013 school year; information and discussion.

Payment of School District Bills
Motion by S. Bridge, second by J. Haugan to ap-
prove the payment of School District bills as follows.  
Motion carried unanimously.
A. Invoices totaling $342,275.33.
B. Electronic Fund Transfers totaling $185,140.53.

Reports/Presentations
A. Principal
1. Student Handbook Changes
Motion by G. Eliason, second by T. Johnson to 
amend student handbook with proposed additions 
per copy in district offi ce. Motion carried unani-
mously.

B. Superintendent     
1. Enrollment is at 301.
2. MDH Update; the cafeteria had a good inspec-
tion.
3. Emergency protocol, bus incident follow up.  All 
District protocols were followed, 911 was called 
immediately.
4. Master schedule, strategic planning; what skills 
are needed by business and how do we provide 
them to our students, also fostering good habits 
and thinking skills.

Items for Action and Discussion  
Truth in Taxation discussion; 50,599 debt service 
fi gures.

Future Meetings and Calendar Update
A. Early Dismissal, December 23, 2011
B. Winter Break, December 26-January 2, 2012
C. Special School Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m. fol-

lowed by Closed Meeting, January 4, 2012.
D. MSBA Conference, January 12-13, 2012
E. Staff Multi-District In-Service, January 16, 2012
F. School Board Meeting, January 18, 2012 at 

6:00 p.m.
G. Staff In-Service, January 23, 2012
H. School Board Meeting, February 1, 2012 at 

6:00 p.m.
I. School Board Meeting, February 15, 2012 at 

6:00 p.m.

Adjournment
Motion by J. Haugan, second by T. Johnson to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Unapproved Minutes
Walter Collman, Clerk Board of Education
January 17, 2012 ..........................................25.78

AITKIN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Synopsis of Board Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2012
In pursuance of MN Statute 375.12, Subd. 1.

The meeting was called to order at 8:58 a.m.

Present at the meeting were Chairperson Laurie 
Westerlund, Commissioners J. Mark Wedel, Don 
Niemi, Brian Napstad, Anne Marcotte, County 
Administrator Patrick Wussow, and Administrative 
Assistant Sue Bingham.

Motion carried, Wedel/Napstad, to approve the 
January 3, 2012 agenda.

Motion carried, Napstad/Niemi, to approve the 
consent agenda.

To approve December 20, 2011 County Board 
minutes
To acknowledge County Administrator’s Year-End 
Items – 1.  Resolution – Liquor Licenses

Motion carried, Wedel/Niemi to adjourn the 2011 
Board at 9:00 a.m.

The 2012 Board meeting was called to order at 
9:00 a.m.

Present at the meeting were Commissioners J. 
Mark Wedel, Laurie Westerlund, Donald Niemi, 
Brian Napstad, Anne Marcotte, County Administra-
tor Patrick Wussow, and Administrative Assistant 
Sue Bingham .

Motion carried, Westerlund/Niemi, to nominate 
Commissioner Wedel as Chairperson.

Motion carried, Napstad/Niemi, to cast a unanimous 
ballot.

Motion carried, Niemi/Marcotte to nominate Com-
missioner Westerlund as Vice Chairperson.

Motion carried, Napstad/Niemi, to cast a unanimous 
ballot.

Motion carried, Westerlund/Marcotte, to approve 
the consent agenda.

To reaffi rm Annual Code of Ethics
To reaffi rm Out of State Travel Policy

Motion carried, Napstad/Westerlund to set 2012 
Board Meeting Schedule.

Resolution adopted, Westerlund/Niemi, to designate 
the Aitkin Independent Age/Voyageur Press as the 
offi cial newspaper and Voyageur Press is named 
second publication of Financial Statement.

Resolution adopted, Napstad/Niemi to Approve the 
Aitkin County Board of Commissioners Rules of 
Business and Meeting Procedures.

Resolutions adopted (2), Napstad/Westerlund - 
2012 Committee Appointments.

Motion carried, Marcotte/Westerlund to fi ll vacant 
Social Worker position.

Motion carried, Niemi/Marcotte to rescind dangerous 
dog designation – Mercedes.

Motion carried/Napstad/Niemi to rescind potentially 
dangerous dog designation - Maggie.

Motion carried, Marcotte/Niemi to adjourn the meet-
ing at 12:50 p.m.
January 17, 2012 ............................................15.3

AITKIN COUNTY ZONING
Notice of Hearing

THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE 
FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS  FROM THE AITKIN 
COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON WEDNES-
DAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2012, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE 
AITKIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AITKIN, MN 
56431.  THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL 
BE REVIEWED:

LARRY J. KRAMER, 8 6TH AVENUE NW, AITKIN, 
MN  56431, is requesting an after-the-fact variance 
from the required Land Suitability Requirements of 
the Subdivision Regulations to create a tract of land 
without two standard septic sites, in an area zoned 
Shoreland and Farm Residential. (NW SW) LOT 3 
LESS S325 FT OF W903 FT. Section 19, Township 
47, Range 27, Aitkin County, MN.
PERMIT #38644V
January 17, 2012 ..............................................4.5

The Voyageur Press 

is a LEGAL NEWSPAPER!
Place your legal today.

218-768-3405


