
Events
COMMUNITY SENIOR CITIZEN FISH HOUSE: The 
Community Senior Citizen Fish House is now open for 
all senior citizens and handicapped persons. Please call 
218-768-3352 ahead of time to make reservations.

ANNUAL DINNER AND MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: 
McGregor Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 
and Membership Drive will be held on Wednesday, 
January 18 at 5:30 p.m. at Eagle Point Lounge. 
Keynote speaker will be Carol Altepeter from Explore 
Minnesota Tourism. There will also be a silent auction, 
Board of Directors Election and a short meeting.

BEYOND THE YELLOW RIBBON: Committee Meeting 
on Monday, January 23 at 4:00 p.m. at the Buckhorn 
Bar & Grill (105 S. Maddy St, McGregor)

KIP: Dinner and Meeting on Wednesday, January 25 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Tamarack Sno-Flyers building.

TAMARACK SNO-FLYERS VINTAGE SNOWMOBILE 
RIDE: The 23rd annual vintage ride will be held 
Saturday, January 28. Registration for the ride will 
begin at 9:00 a.m. at the club house in Tamarack. All 
snowmobilers are welcome, but to qualify for a trophy 
the vintage snowmobiles must be 25 years or older.

MINNEWAWA FISHING CONTEST: Saturday, 
February 11, Noon to 3:00 p.m. on Lake Minnewawa, 
4 miles east of Hwy. 65, follow the signs.

City, Township Meetings
MCGREGOR CITY COUNCIL: Meets Tuesday, January 
17, at 7:10 p.m. at City Hall.

CROMWELL CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, 
January 25, at 7:00 p.m. at the Cromwell Pavilion.

TAMARACK CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, 
February 1, at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Other Meetings
CARLTON COUNTY COUNCIL ON AGING: Meets 
Monday, January 23, at 9:30 a.m. at Grace Baptist 
Church in Cloquet.

MCGREGOR LIONS: Meets Monday, January 23, at 
6:00 p.m., at the McGregor Community Center.

MCGREGOR AIRPORT COMMISSION (IVERSON 
FIELD): Meets Wednesday, February 1, at 6:00 p.m. 
at the AD building.

TAMARACK RIVER WATERSHED TEAM: Meets 
the fi rst Monday of the month at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Cromwell Pavilion. All are welcome!
AITKIN COUNTY REPUBLICANS: Meets the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. upstairs of the 
Aitkin Eye Care Center. Next monthly meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 13. www.aitkingop.com
LAKE COUNTRY QUILTERS GUILD: Meets the third 
Monday of the month from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club.
AITKIN COUNTY TRIAD: Meets the fi rst Tuesday of 
the month at 10:30 a.m. at various sites in the county. 
Watch the paper for the place of each meeting. Next 
meeting is February 7, at 11:00 a.m. at St. James 
Catholic Church in Aitkin. Linda Benson, Pharmacy 
Manager, speaker.

DFL CLUB: Meets the second Tuesday of the month 
at noon at the 40 Club in Aitkin. Next meeting is 
February 14.
FRIENDS OF RICE LAKE: Meets the third Wednesday 
of each month starting with the 18th of January at 1:30 
p.m. at the visitor center at Refuge Headquarters.
WRIGHT SENIOR CITIZENS BUILDING: Is open every 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. The fi rst Wednesday is a 
scheduled meeting, followed by games and lunch.
MCGRATH HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: Meets every 
other month on the third Wednesday, at 1:00 p.m. at 
Vie’s Place in McGrath. Next meeting is February 15. 

BUSY BEE SENIORS OF JACOBSON: Meets every 
Thursday at Jacobson Community Center from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome! Bring a dish 
to share for potluck at noon. Cards and socializing are 
enjoyed. For more information, call 218-752-6652.
RICE RIVER SENIORS: Meets the fi rst Thursday of the 
month, at 1:00 p.m., at the Rice River Senior Center.
MCGREGOR FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY: Meets 
the third Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m. at the 
McGregor library.
MCGREGOR DOWNTOWN SUBCOMMITTEE of the 
Chamber of Commerce: Meets the second Thursday 
of the month, at 5:30 p.m. at the Schoolhouse Cafe.

Community Health
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALANON MEETING: 
Meets Mondays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at noon 
at ALANON building on Big Sandy. Call Kenton at 768-
3811 or Ramona at 426-3344 or Lynda at 426-4370.
MERCY’S DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month, at 2:30 p.m. in Community 
Room 1 at Mercy Hospital. The group is facilitated by 

Betty Zebrasky, RN, and includes education and support. 
Please call 218-485-5836 for more information.
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the 
second Tuesday of the month at Mercy Hospital, in 
Moose Lake, at 6:30 p.m. in Comm. Room 1. Call 
218-485-5599 for more information.
CHILD LOSS GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets on 
the fi rst Thursday of each month at Mercy Hospital, 
in Moose Lake, 7:00–8:30 p.m. For more information 
about Mercy’s Grief Support Groups, please call 218-
485-5508 or e-mail cblatz@sisunet.org.
GRIEF SUPPORT RESOURCES: Information on grief 
support groups and services in Aitkin County. Call Val 
Thompson at Riverwood at 218-927-5524 or Mary Ann 
Kult at 218-426-3491.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING PALISADE: 
Meets Mondays, at 7:00 p.m. in the Bethel Lutheran 
Church basement.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Tamarack School House in 
Tamarack. Call Dennis W. at 218-838-3326.
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. at the ALANO building on Big Sandy. 
For more info., contact Rich, 218-426-3558; Kenton, 
218-768-3811; or Jack, 218-426-4029. Interested in 
Alateen? Call Ramona at 218-426-3344.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Wright. Call Andy L. at 357-2177.
AITKIN COUNTY CHAPTER OF GAMBLERS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bethel Lutheran Church in Palisade. Anyone with a 
gambling problem is welcome. For further information, 
please contact Pastor Bill, 218-845-2429.
ASK THE PHYSICAL THERAPIST: Every second 
Thursday of the month from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Spend 
time with Judy Hawley, PT, MAPL for a FREE question 
and answer series related to your body. Meet in the 
McGregor fi tness center.
LAC: Local mental health Advisory Council meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Hope Drop 
Inn located at 210 2nd St. NW in Aitkin. Our main mission 
is to provide and improve local mental health services.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the fourth Thursday 
of every month at Mercy Hospital. Morning session: 

10:00–11:30 a.m. Evening session: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
MCGREGOR/BIG SANDY LAKE NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets every Friday, at 7:00 p.m., at 
the ALANO building. For more information contact 
Joe at 218-316-1929.
MCGREGOR MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SUPPORT 
GROUP: Meets the second and fourth Friday of every 
month at the McGregor United Methodist Church from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. For more information, please call Karen 
at 218-392-0143 or Larissa 218-851-9849.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. at the ALANO building on Big 
Sandy. Call Rich at 426-3558 or Rob N. at 426-5210.

Veterans
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER: 
Penny Harms will be at the ANGELS offi ce in McGregor, 
10:00 a.m.–noon, the third Thursday of the month by 
appointment only. Please call 1-888-404-7320.
AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILIARY: Meets the fi rst 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Minnewawa 
Sportsmen’s Club.
LARSON-DENEEN VFW POST 2747 & AUXILIARY: 
Meets the second Thursday of each month, at 3:00 
p.m., at the VFW Hall. Railroad and First Street.
MATHEW W. SANDERS VFW POST 1721: Meets the last 
Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m. at Palisade City Hall.

Snowmobile & ATV Clubs
EVERGREEN P.A.C. ATV CLUB: Meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The meetings 
will be held at various locations. Meetings are open to 
the public. Check out the web site at www.evergreen-
pac-atvclub.com.
WHITE PINE RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets the fi rst 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the McGrath 
Fire Hall, unless otherwise posted. New members and 
visitors always welcome.
UP NORTH RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets Saturday, 
January 28, at 10:00 a.m. at Fisherman’s Bay Bar and 
Restaurant, Highway 65 north of McGregor.

CROMWELL SNO-GOPHERS: Meet the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at their 
clubhouse in Cromwell. For more information or to 
become a member go on line to www.mnsnowmobile.

org and hit the link to Cromwell Sno-Gophers.
PALISADE SUPER SLEDDERS: Meet the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse. 
Note this change of day.

TAMARACK SNO-FLYERS: Meets the second 
Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the clubhouse 
in Tamarack. To become a member, contact  
snoflyersmn@frontier.com or for club info and 
events go to www.mnsnowmobiler.org and click on 
Tamarack Sno-Flyers. 

Mark Your Calendar
MCGREGOR COMMUNITY MEAL: Held on the 
third Wednesday of the month at the McGregor 
Community Center, serving from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. The Community Meal is sponsored by ANGELS 
and the meals are prepared and served by various 
volunteer groups. The meal is free and if one wishes 
to do so, they may make a donation to ANGELS.
JAM SESSIONS: The fourth Thursday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. at McGregor United Methodist Church.
JACOBSON AREA FOOD SHELF: Open the fi rst 
and third Thursday of each month 4:00–6:00 p.m. 
at Carmel Lutheran Church.
MCGREGOR AREA FOOD SHELF: New location: 92 
Maddy Street N., in downtown McGregor. Pick-up 
dates are the fi rst, second and fourth Wednesdays 
of each month from 10:00 a.m. to noon. To 
coordinate food donations/deliveries, call Sharon 
at 426-3330.
TRI-COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF: Serving Tamarack, 
Wright and Cromwell, located in Cromwell at the 
junction of Hwy. 210 and 73. Fridays 3:00–5:30 p.m.
AREA CLOTHING DEPOT OF CROMWELL/
WRIGHT: Hours are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
from 10:00 to 3:00. Their location is just north of 
Hwy. 210, about one block north of the railroad 
tracks. If you’re curious, check it out!
MCGREGOR AREA CLOTHING CLOSET: Hours are 
Tuesday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Located south on Maddy Street.
MCGREGOR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: 
Open Tuesday through Friday from noon to 4:00 p.m. 
in downtown McGregor, 218-768-3692. 
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TributesTributes
GEORGE R. HOLM

George R. Holm, age 88 of Aitkin, longtime resident of Palisade, died 
Monday, January 2, 2012, at Aicota Health Care Center in Aitkin.

George was born March 8, 1923, in Workman Township of Ait-
kin County near Palisade, the son of Nels Jacob and Borghild (Oier) 
Holm. He attended the Woodland School in Workman Township 
and also the Aitkin High School. He also helped his father on the 
family farm. He married Evelyn E. Sarff on November 4, 1946, at 
Palisade. They lived for a time in Oakland, Cali., and then returned 
to the Palisade area where they started dairy farming in Libby Town-
ship. He also drove milk truck for the Palisade creamery for 15 years 
and then drove school bus for 15 years retiring from that in 1988. 
He retired from farming in the mid 1990s. George also did logging 
over the years. He was a member of Bethel Lutheran Church in 
Palisade and had been a church council member. He had served 
as a fi re warden. He served in a number of capacities on the Libby 
Town Board including being a Supervisor for the township. He was a 
member of the Palisade Sportsman’s Club, and had been active as an 
Assistant Scoutmaster for the Boy Scouts. He enjoyed the outdoors 
especially deer hunting and fi shing. He enjoyed his camping trips to 
Crane Lake and in his younger days enjoyed skiing.

Funeral services were held Thursday, January 5, 2011, from Bethel 
Lutheran Church in Palisade. Rev. William Sass offi ciated. Burial will 
be in the Pine Grove Cemetery at a later date. 

He is survived by his wife Evelyn Holm of Aitkin; children and 
spouses: Merrill (Carol) Holm of Aitkin; Verne (Trudy) Holm of 
Aitkin; four grandchildren: eight great grandchildren: one brother: 
Norman Holm, and sister: Elsie Weiss both of Hibbing, Minn.

He was preceded in death by his parents and son David Holm 
in 2007.

Arrangements are with the Sorensen-Root-Thompson Funeral 
Home in Aitkin. To sign the online guest register please go to www.
srtfuneral.com.

RUTH L. LAAJAL
Ruth Linnea  Laajala, 94, of Moose Lake and formerly of Lawler 

died Wednesday, January 4, 2012, at Augustana Mercy Health 
Care Center in Moose Lake. She was born February 19, 1917, in 
Shamrock Township, Aitkin County, Minn., to Nels and Hannah 
(Anderson) Werner. She attended country schools and graduated  
from McGregor High School in 1936. She then attended Miller 
Vocational School in Minneapolis. Ruth was united in marriage 
to S. William “Bill” Laajala on June 21, 1939, in Tamarack.  She 
enjoyed crossword puzzles and traveling. Her hobbies were knitting, 
crocheting, and cross stitch.

Funeral services will be 1:00 p.m. – Monday, January 23, 2012, 
at McGregor Funeral Home in McGregor. Reverend Erika Foss will 

offi ciate. Visitation will be one hour prior to the service at the funeral home. 
Burial will be in Salo Cemetery, Salo Township, Aitkin County, Minn.

Ruth is survived by one son and daughter-in-law: Gene (Mary Ann) 
Laajala of Tamarack; one daughter Donna Maki of Barnum and Kettle 
River; eight grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren and four great-great-
grandchildren; one sister Donna Hoel of Hutchinson; Special friends: 
Ginger and Jeanine; many nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband Bill in 1991, son Robert in 
1987, fi ve brothers: John, Earl, Clyde, Nels, Jr., and Ralph, and her parents 
Nels and Hannah (Anderson)Werner.

  www.srtfuneral.com

ARTHUR J. THOMPSON
Arthur John Thompson, 96, of Duluth died Wednesday, January 11, 

2012, in Superior View Assisted Living. Arthur was born in Automba 
Township on August 27, 1915, the 7th of 14 children to Jacob and Matilda 
Thompson. He was raised and attended school in Lawler. Art married Mae 
Niemi on January 11, 1941. He was a carpet layer and carpenter.

Art served in the Army during WWII. He was a life member of the 
Duluth VFW Post 137 and the Carpenter’s Union.

Memorial Service: 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, January 18, 2012, in 
Atkins-Northland Funeral Home, 801 14th Street, Cloquet. A luncheon 
will follow in the Fireside Room of the funeral home. Military Honors will 
be accorded by the Cloquet Combined Honor Guard. Burial will be in Fort 
Snelling National Cemetery in Minneapolis.

He is survived by two brothers, George of Duluth, and Charlie (Vi) 
of Cromwell; and many nieces and nephews.

Art was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Mae; son, Allan; eight 
brothers and three sisters.

The family would like to thank the staff at Superior View Assisted 
Living for their wonderful care of Arthur.

To sign the guest book and leave an online tribute, see www.atkin-
snorthlandfuneralhome.com

LAWRENCE V. WAGNER
Lawrence V. Wagner,  86, of Palisade died Saturday, January 14, 

2012, at Aitkin Health Services in Aitkin.  He was born October 5, 1925, 
in Palisade to George and Bessie May (Clayton) Wagner. He was united in 
marriage to Helen Gudvangen. He worked as a farmer and at Woodland 
Container in Aitkin for many years.

Funeral services will be 11:00 a.m. – Thursday, January 19, 2012, 
at Sorensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home in Aitkin. Reverend Barry 
Hite will offi ciate.  Visitation will be 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Wednesday at the 
funeral home and one hour prior to the service. Burial will be in Wauke-
nabo Cemetery.

A full obituary will appear in next week’s edition of the Voyageur 
Press of McGregor.
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Bowling
SUNDAY HAS BEENS
January 8, 2012

1. Team 6 .................................7 .............1 
2. Walli’s Wackos .....................5 .............3
3. Mixed Nuts ..........................4 .............4 
4. Gutter Busters ......................4 .............4
5. Just Frustrated .....................4 .............4
6. We’re in the bag ..................0 .............8 

Individual High Game: Calvin Finnila, 215; Julie 
Weaver, 238 Individual High Series: Gordy 
Ceagelske, 567; Julie Weaver, 560.

NORTHSTAR LEAGUE
January 9, 2012

1. Kalli’s Place .....................62.0 ........28.0 
2. Timonen Cabinets ...........51.5 ........38.5 
3. McGregor Bank ..............42.5 ........47.5
4. Bann’s Bar .......................41.0 ........49.0 
5. Larson’s Barn ..................39.0 ........51.0 
6. Jackson’s Hole.................34.0 ........56.0

Individual High Game: Dave Lindgren, 258; 
Don Reich, 236. Individual High Series: Don 
Reich, 644; Calvin Finnila, 625.

TUESDAY LAKERS LEAGUE
January 10, 2012

1. Kalli’s Place ........................26 .............6 
2. Voyageur Press ..................26 .............6 
3. Hillcrest .............................16 ...........16 
4. Thrifty Pill Rollers ...............14 ...........18
5. The V.P. Girls ......................12 ...........20

Individual High Game: Memory Grones, 202; 
Christi Williams, 200. Individual High Series: 
Christi Williams, 574; Memory Grones, 516.

WEDNESDAY LADIES DAY OUT
January 11, 2012

1. Jorimans ............................12 .............4 
2. McGregor Baking Co .........11 .............5 
3. VFW/Very Fun Women ........9 .............7 
4. G & L Wood Creations .........8 .............8 
5. Roy’s Bowling Babes ............4 ...........12 
6. Party Gals ............................4 ...........12 

Individual High Game: Sunny Reich, 199; Pat 
Anderson, 180 Individual High Series: Pat 
Anderson, 511; Jeanie Eide, 494.

CLASSIC LEAGUE
January 11, 2012

1. Son’s Construction .............86 ...........34 
2. Fireside Inn................... .... .60 ...........60 
3. Big Sand Bar ......................59 ...........61 
4. G & L Wood Creations .......55 ...........65 
5. Bann’s Bar ..........................51 ...........69 
6. Big Sandy Lodge ................49 ...........71 
Individual High Game: Scott Besser, 256; Josh 
Henderson, 248. Individual High Series: Don 
Reich, 626; Scott Besser, 626. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON FUN
January 12, 2012

1. Buckhorn ...........................28 ...........12 
2. Mark’s Bar .................... .....27 ...........13 
3. Ukura’s Big Dollar  .............13 ...........27 
4. Horseshoe Lake Inn ...........12 ...........28

Individual High Game: Judy Haussner, 186; 
Shirley Winegar, 185. Individual High Series: 
Pam Fistere, 523; Shirley Winegar, 489.

TNT LEAGUE
January 12, 2012

1. Farley Sewer Service .......53.0 ........37.0 
2. Morris-Morris .................52.5 ........37.5 
3. American Legion .............52.5 ........37.5 
4. Son’s Construction  .........41.0 ........49.0
5. McGregor Insurance .......36.0 ........54.0 
6. Lucky’s Landing ..............35.0 ........55.0 

Individual High Game: Don Reich, 235; Terry 
Hensel, 213. Individual High Series: Don Reich, 
606; Terry Hensel, 589.

AREA l RECREATION
Cards
Bann’s Cribbage: January 9 – 1st place: 
Jim Tourville - 944. 2nd place: Jim Hill - 
931. High hand: Leo Wurm - 24. Door 
Prize: Clarice Johnson.

VFW Cribbage: January 10 – 1st place: 
Carol Lavallee - 961. 2nd place: Terry - 
954. 3rd place: Jim Cordell - 944. High 
hand: Jim Hill - 24.

Super Cribbage at the VFW: January 
12 – 1st place: Patti Cordell - 957. 2nd 
place: Beryl Fadden - 948. 3rd place: Jim 
Saba - 931. High hand: Jim Saba - 28.

Darts
THURSDAY NIGHT MCGREGOR CRICKET
January 12, 2012 

Team Wins Losses
1. Whispering Pines .............137 ...........19
2. Team Growlers .................132 ...........24
3. Ragin Cajuns ...................103 ...........53
4. Banndits ..........................100 ...........56
5. Wild Horses .......................99 ...........57
6. Kalli’s .................................91 ...........65
7. In The Hole ........................89 ...........67
8. Rockies ..............................81 ...........75
9. Lawler Outlaws 73 .............83
10. Bann’s 1 ...........................69 ...........87
11. Lucky Dogs ......................67 ...........89
12. Bann’s Too .......................66 ...........90
13. Growletts .........................59 ...........97
14. Born Lucky .......................56 .........100
15. Horseshooters ..................50 .........106
16. Witt’s End ........................48 .........108
17. Cajun Cougars .................44 .........112
18. Big Bucks .........................40 .........116

Pool
KALLI’S HAS BEENS
January 9, 2012

 W L %
1. Don H ............ 10 ................4 .........714 
2. Dick S ............... 9 ................5 .........643 
3. Shel L ............... 8 ................6 .........571 
4. Chet T .............. 8 ................6 .........571 
5. Tim O ............... 8 ................6 .........571 
6. Sulo W ............. 7 ................7 .........500 
7. Bob B ................ 7 ................7 .........500 
8. Duane S ............ 6 ................8 .........429 
9. Laird H.............. 6 ................8 .........429 
10. Linc H ............. 6 ................8 .........429 
11. Dick B ............. 6 ................8 .........429 
12. Mel J .............. 6 ................8 .........429 
13. Chuck T .......... 6 ................8 .........429 
14. Mike P ............ 6 ................8 .........429
15. Eddie R. .......... 4 ..............10 .........286

MCGREGOR AREA POOL LEAGUE
January 10, 2012

Team  Wins
1. Fisherman’s Bay .................................53 
2. Jackson’s Hole....................................43 
3. Bann’s II .............................................37 
4. Prairie River .......................................37 
5. Whispering Pines ...............................36 
6. Growlers ............................................34 
7. VFW ..................................................34 
8. Horseshoe .........................................32
9. Big Sand Bar ......................................30 
10. Cajun Queen ...................................30 
11. Lucky’s Landing ...............................30
12. Bann’s I ............................................27 
13. Buckhorn .........................................18 

24
YEARS Free Estimates • 357-3701

Specializing in collision repairs • Glass Installation
Complete frame repair  • Insurance work

Hwy. 210, Wright, MN
✩ Computerized Preparation
✩ Electronic Filing
✩ Personal, Business, Farm 
✩ Reasonable Rates
✩ Prefer No Partnership or Cor-

poration Returns
✩ Fast and Ef  cient Service

OFFICE: 351 IVERSON AVE.MCGREGOR, MN 55760

BRING TAXES TO:

768-3756

BY BOB STASKA
Contributing Writer

The McGregor Mercu-
ries girl’s basketball scored 
a season high 68 points as 
the team notched their fi rst 
conference win of the sea-
son by beating the Cromwell 
Cardinals 68-64 Monday 
night in McGregor. With 
McGregor leading 13-11 
with ten minutes remaining 
in the fi rst half, McGregor 
sophomore Abby Hawkinson 
hit a 3-pointer that started a 
3 minute run for the Mercs 
in which they outscored the 
Cardinals 15-5, and took an 
early 12 point lead. Sparked 
by back to back 3-pointers by 
senior Marlene Wester, the 
Cardinals bounced right back 
with a run of their own by 
outscoring McGregor 12-2 
in the next four minutes to 
make the game 30-28 in favor 
of the Mercs. Cromwell head 
coach, Terry Sawdey com-
mented that slow starts have 
been common for the Cardi-
nals this year, “But, we don’t 
give up, and we keep working 
hard.” The Mercs maintained 
the lead going into the locker 
room at halftime with the 
score 35-33.

The game was tight early 
in the second half, but it was 
becoming apparent that bench 
play would become a factor 
as both teams had players in 
foul trouble. The Mercuries 
led the entire second half, but 
the lead was cut to just two 
points four different times. 
With 6:30 remaining in the 
game, the fi rst player fouled 
out for Cromwell. By the end 
of the game, Cromwell had 
four starters that had fouled 
out and the Mercs had two. 
The Mercuries felt like they 
let their last game against 
Floodwood get away because 
of poor free throw shooting. 
This game was different. The 

Mercs shot 8-12 from the line in 
the last three minutes and 25-37 
(68%) for the game and held on 
for a much needed four-point 
victory.

McGregor head coach Kris 
Rinta was pleased that he had 
quite a few different players step 
up. “Stacia (Staska) played good 
defense and hit two huge shots 
down the stretch, and Gretchen 
(Grams) had a good night on the 
boards.” Gretchen led the Mercs 
with eight rebounds. Coach 
Rinta added that, “Free throws 
were the biggest difference for us 
tonight.”

Abby Hawkinson had a 
huge night for McGregor. 
Abby scored a career high 28 
points, dished out six assists, 
had four steals, and grabbed 
six rebounds. Coach Rinta was 
pleased that Abby was able to 
play the whole game and not get 
into foul trouble in a game where 
there were many players in foul 
trouble. Maikayla Collins, who 

hit back to back 3-pointers for 
the Mercs early in the second 
half fi nished with 14 points. 
Other scorers for McGregor 
included Kendra Mickelson 
with nine, Gretchen Grams and 
Stacia Staska with seven each, 
Korinna Mickelson with two, 
and Rachel Sather with one.

For Cromwell, senior 
MaKayleigh Cahoon matched 
her season average leading the 
Cardinals with 15 points. Seven 
other Cardinals scored. Ann 
Collman scored 13, Allie Cahoon 
10, Christina Stensen nine, 
Marlene Wester eight, Brittany 
Johnson four, Kayle Johnson 
three, and Samantha Suhonen 
fi nished with two points.

McGregor travelled to 
Wrenshall on Thursday night 
and took on the Wrens, while 
Cromwell hosted the Carlton 
Bulldogs. 

See PolarLeage.com for a 
story about McGregor’s victory 
in Wrenshall.

Mercuries top Cardinals for fi rst conference win

Arm in the way: Kayle Johnson of Cromwell tries to make a shot only to fi nd the 
arm of McGregor’s Rachel Sather in the way. Rachel and the Mercury defense held 
the Cardinals down just enough to come out on top of a 68-64 game.
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For additional stories of this week’s games including the 
McGregor girls’ and boys’ games against Wrenshall and the 
Cromwell boys’ game against Carlton check out our website...


