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Repentance and rehabilitation
The devotional book Earl and I use has readings 
from the Old Testament, Psalms, and the New 
Testament for each day. The selections are grouped 
together according to subject with today’s readings 
focusing on our hidden and not so hidden sins and 
how to be freed of them and reconciled to God

God gave us the Bible to transform us

These readings affi rmed my understanding that I not only 
must own my sin and confess it, I must work toward eliminat-
ing bad practices so that I can be in right standing with Him.

David wrote in Psalm 32: Happy the man whose offense is 
forgiven, whose sin is cancelled. Oh happy the man to whom 
the Lord attributes no guilt, in whose spirit is no deviousness.

I kept my offense secret and my frame was wasted. I 
groaned all day long... your hand was heavy on me. Indeed, 
my strength was dried up...

But now I have acknowledged my sins; my guilt I did not 
hide. I said: “I will confess my offense to the Lord.” And you, 
Lord, have forgiven the guilt of my sin.

So let every good man pray to You in the time of need...
After acknowledging and confessing my sin, I must “seal 

the deal.” I need to rehabilitate myself and, if necessary, 
restore whatever may have been destroyed, whether relation-
ships or property. A clear “rehabilitation program” is in the 
Word of the Lord that came to the prophet Ezekiel:

Though I say to the wicked man that he shall surely 
die, if he turns away from his sin and does what is right 
and just, giving back pledges, restoring stolen goods, living 
by the statutes that bring life, and doing no wrong, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die. Ezekiel 33:14.

For the “good,” and the “wicked,” the concept should 
be simple, but the practice can sometimes be very diffi cult. 
I may be so steeped in a particular sin that I cannot break 
free from it on my own. I may not be able to break free 
from it even with good counsel, but I have to at least try. 

David was chosen by God to be king because he was a 
man “according to His own heart,” yet he still did some pret-
ty bad things. The consequences of those choices haunted 
him the rest of his life, but in it all David purposed to own 
his sins and in turn, God promised to keep His eye on him, 
to give him understanding and instruction; and He promised 
that mercy would encompass those who hope in the Lord.

BY RICK WARREN
Purpose Driven Life

I was once asked what the best translation of the 
Bible was. My answer: When you translate it into your 
life. That’s what Bible study is all about. If you’re not 
translating God’s Word into your life, you’re not study-
ing the Bible the way God intended.

God gave us the Bible to transform us, not simply 
inform us. It should give us a bigger heart, not a bigger 
head. In the Book of James, we’re told, “Do not merely 
listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” (James 1:22, NIV)

In other words, God wants our beliefs turned into 
behavior. 

God makes his purpose for the Bible even more ex-
plicit in 2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make 
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when 
we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God 
uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good 
work.” (NLT)

The purpose of the Bible is more than just show-
ing us what is wrong in our lives or how we should live; 

God gave us His Word to radically transform our lives.
The Bible describes itself in different ways. For ex-

ample, it calls itself a hammer, a sword, and a scalpel. All 
of those are tools designed to make radical changes. God 
intends for the Bible to dramatically change our lives.

The Bible also describes God’s truth as milk, water, 
bread, and meat. What do all those things have in com-
mon? If you don’t eat or drink them regularly, you’ll 
die. We were never meant to live without the Bible.

The Bible is essential to our lives because it gives us 
life. In fact, the Bible also talks about Jesus as the Word 
of God. John 1:14 says, “So the Word became human 
and lived here on earth among us. He was full of unfail-
ing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, 
the glory of the only Son of the Father.” (NLT) God 
gave you the Living Word – Jesus – to be the author 
and fi nisher of your faith, and He gave you the Written 
Word to prepare you to live out your faith.

A church newsletter mentioned 
a man who visited eighteen different 
churches on successive Sundays. He 
was trying to fi nd out what the church-
es were really like. He said, “I sat near 
the front. After the service – I walked 
slowly to the rear in each church – then 
returned to the front and went back to 
the foyer using another aisle.”

He smiled and was neatly dressed. 
He asked one person to direct him to a 
specifi c place: a fellowship hall, pas-
tor’s study etc. He remained for coffee 
if served.

He devised a scale to rate the 
reception received in each location – 
awarding points on the following basis:

10 for a smile from a worshiper
10 for a greeting from someone 

sitting nearby
100 for an exchange of names
200 for an invitation to have coffee
200 for an invitation to return
1000 for an introduction to another 

worshiper
2000 for an invitation to meet with 

the pastor
On this scale, eleven of the eighteen 

churches earned fewer than 100 points. 
Five actually received less than 20.

One could easily draw the conclu-
sion that the doctrine may be biblical, 
the singing inspirational, the sermon 
uplifting – but when a visitor fi nds 
nobody who cares whether he’s present   
he is not likely to come back.

Next time you have an opportunity 
to welcome a stranger to your church, 
do it as Jesus would do it. “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself” keeping 
in mind that church is a hospital and 
not a country club.
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.

Date: January 24, 2012

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

Default has occurred in the conditions of the follow-
ing described mortgage:

DATE OF CONSUMER MORTGAGE: November 
5, 2002
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$52,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Peter C. Shofner, Husband and 
Lauri D. Shofner, Wife
MORTGAGEE: State Bank of McGregor, now 
known as Grand Timber Bank
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: November 14, 2002, 
as Document No. 343570, in the offi ce of the 
County Recorder of Aitkin County, Minnesota, 
as modifi ed of record.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: N/A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:
The South 925 feet of the West 470 feet of the East 
890 feet of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter (SW¼ of SE¼), Section Twenty (20), Town-
ship Forty-nine (49), Range Twenty-four (24).

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Aitkin County, Minnesota 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:    
$35,130.91

THAT no action or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof; that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described property in Aitkin 
County will be sold by the Sheriff of Aitkin County 
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: March 29, 2012 at 
10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Aitkin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
Aitkin, Minnesota 

to pay the debt then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for redemption by 

AITKIN COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE

The following is a summary of the operating budget for the 2012 fi scal year for Aitkin County. This sum-
mary is published in accordance with Minnesota Statute. The detail of the County budget is on fi le in the 
County Auditor’s Offi ce at the Aitkin County Courthouse, Aitkin, Minnesota, and may be reviewed during 
normal business hours.

COUNTY SUMMARY BUDGET STATEMENT

   2011 2012
   Final Adopted
BUDGETED GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS  Budget Budget

Revenues
 Taxes
  Property Tax Levy $10,999,199 $11,384,171
  Other Taxes 820,700 838,700
 Licenses and Permits  63,130  65,830
 Intergovernmental
  Federal  2,075,160  3,746,904
  State  9,170,057  8,762,026
 Charges for Services  1,716,864  1,800,777
 Fines & Forfeits  0  0
 Interest  800,000  500,000
 Miscellaneous  167,484  159,236

Other Sources
 Budgeted Use of Available
  Fund Balance To/(From)  77,783  (2,899,056)

Total Revenues and Other Sources  $25,734,811  $30,156,700

Expenditures
 General Government  $4,770,117  $4,982,273
 Public Safety  4,473,112  4,631,508
 Highway and Streets  7,972,369  10,752,716
 Sanitation  326,385  322,138
 Human Services  5,444,694  5,322,728
 Health  675,405  671,121
 Culture and Recreation  748,464  766,530
 Conservation of Natural Resources  222,093  241,598
 Economic Development  84,922  86,314
 Debt Service:
  Principal  330,000  350,000
  Interest  79,750  62,750
Capital Outlay  607,500  722,024

Budgeted Use of Available
 Fund Balance To/(From)   $1,245,000

Total Expenditures  $25,734,811  $30,156,700 

Kirk Peysar, County Auditor
Aitkin County, Minnesota
Dated at Aitkin, Minnesota, this 24 day of January, 2012.
January 31, 2012 ..........................................................................................................................22.38

said mortgagors, their personal representatives 
or assigns is six (6) months from the date of sale, 
unless reduced to fi ve (5) weeks under Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY:  If the 
real estate is an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date 
on or before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate 
the property if the mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30, or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on September 
29, 2012.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

     GRAND TIMBER BANK
By__________________________________
Dehlia C. J. Seim
Attorney Registration #0339064
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

(1) Street Address, city and zip code of mort-
gaged premises: 26368 480th Street, Palisade, 
MN 56469

(2) Transaction agent; residential mortgage ser-
vicer; and lender or broker: Grand Timber Bank, 
f/k/a State Bank of McGregor

(3) Tax parcel identification number: 39-0-
036000

(4) Transaction Agent’s mortgage ID number 
(MERS number): None

(5) Name or mortgage originator: State Bank of 
McGregor, now known as Grand Timber Bank
Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, March 6, 2012.....25.0


