
Still enjoy 
everything 
together

T E R S

The Voyageur Press is devoting the entire month of February to honor local couples who have been married for many years. 
We realizes there are many couples that we could feature. Our desire is to honor just a few of those couples who have spent 
years together, and hopefully, to provide an opportunity for the rest of us to glean from the wisdom they share.

HAPPY TOGETHER: For over 54 years, Russ and Betty Thompson have enjoyed each 

other’s company as they shared their lives with one another. Jake and Ann Bok are featured in the Portage News 
this week. Pick up a copy at the Voyageur Press. 

BY CLAIR KOEHLER
Contributing Writer

Russ and Betty Thompson have lived in many different places, but each 
place had something in common. No matter where they went, they went to-
gether. Russ was in the army and then in the airforce for a total of 23 years. “I 
put two years in the army and 21 years in the airforce,” explains Russ. Betty and 
Russ traveled as they were stationed in different parts of the United States. 

Russ was stationed in Salzburg, Austria while he was in the army, after 
that time, he returned to McGregor where he met Betty.   

Russ and Betty Thompson were married in September of 1955. They had 
met six months prior to this on Saint Patrick’s Day. “We were at the Pleasure 
Palace,” claimed Russ. The Pleasure Palace is now known as the Big Sand Bar 
on Big Sandy Lake. “I liked him right away!” said Betty, “and the feeling was 
mutual,” Russ added. “and Betty was real happy because she met someone 
who already had his service time done because I had just gotten out of the 
army,” laughed Russ. 

After meeting in March, they began dating in April. “We went dancing at 
the Shamrock Ballroom on our � rst date,” remembered Betty. Five months 
later the couple were married. “We were married while I was in the airforce, 
so we were stationed in Duluth and in Hawaii,” stated Russ.

 “We lived in Honolulu for seven years,” claims Betty. “I was an elementary 
school teacher,” Betty states, “I taught school in Duluth, Minnesota; Superior, 

Wisconsin; Honolulu, Hawaii and McGregor,” added Betty. “Whenever we 
were reassigned to a different place, Betty taught school,” claimed Russ. 

Betty and Russ enjoy doing almost anything together. Early on Russ and 
Betty even enjoyed � shing together. “Russ is a � sherman and we liked � sh-
ing together,” stated Betty. “Yes,” said Russ, “I took her � shing with me … 
She caught the � sh and I baited the hooks!” Today Betty and Russ are still 
� shing together.

Russ and Betty also enjoy traveling together. “We have a travel trailer,” 
explained Russ, “and we take that and just go on the road for awhile.” Last 
summer Betty and Russ took the travel trailer out to South Dakota. They were 
visiting the Black Hills. “We also travel to Arizona every March and April,” 
added Betty. 

Russ and Betty Thompson have enjoyed dancing together, � shing together, 
traveling together and moving all across the United States together. They also 
have enjoyed almost 55 years of marriage together. So what advice can they 
give to young married couples? “Communication, that’s the biggest problem 
now I think,” they claimed. “There are so many couples who have problems 
now because they don’t communicate enough,” added Russ.

Russ and Betty seemed to have had a wonderful marriage � lled with 
communication and laughter. Because as they put it, “and we still like each 
other today!”
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HOUSE FOR RENT: 1 bedroom house in Boyd’s 
trailer park. $400/month, includes utilities. Available 
March 1st. 218-768-2229.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT: Applications being 
accepted at Southview Apartments in Cromwell. 
Subsidized housing for disabled and senior citizens. 
Call 218-644-3739 or 218-349-7111.

FOR RENT: Have a home, cabin or commercial 
space that is empty? Get it rented today by placing 
it in the Voyageur Press. Call 218-768-3405 to get 
it listed at a great rate!

For Sale: 1998 Chevy Malibu. 4-door, 3.1 liter V-6. 
158,000 miles. $1,200 or best offer. Call Coach 
Wahlin at 218-392-0039.

For Sale: 8’ Ford bedliner. $100. 218-768-2369.

For Sale: Panasonic digital video camera. Uses 
SD media cards or tapes. 26x regular zoom, 1,000x 
digital zoom. 2 rechargeable batteries and charger. 
$150. 218-768-2369.

For Sale: Full size bed. Mattress, box spring, 
headboard and frame. Less than a year old. $150. 
Call 218-232-5929.

Have something you would like to sell?  Place it 
in the classiÞ ed section of the Voyageur Press and 
GET IT SOLD! Call 218-768-3405 to Þ nd out how 
to get a great rate today!
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HELP WANTED:  Now accepting applications for 
liquor store manager, City of Cromwell, Cromwell 
Municipal Liquor. Applications may be picked up at 
the City Clerk’s ofÞ ce, 5565 Highway 210, Cromwell, 
MN 55726. OfÞ ce hours are 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Mon.–Fri. (call for pickup outside of that time) or print 
one off our website, www.cromwell.govofÞ ce.com. 
Resume’ and references required. Deadline to turn 
in application is February 12 at 10:00 a.m. Call with 
questions, 218-644-3570.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS: Earn up to $100 per 
day. Shoppers needed to judge retail and dining 
establishments. Experience not required. Call 
1-877-618-7929.

HELP WANTED:  Have a position that needs Þ lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it Þ lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to Þ nd out how.

WORK FROM HOME: Be your own boss. Home 
mailers needed. FIRST call the Federal Trade 
Commission to Þ nd out how to spot work-at-home 
schemes, 877-FTC-HELP or visit online www.ftc.
gov. This message brought to you by the Voyageur 
Press and the FTC.

FOUND: Mother and baby kitty. South on Hwy. 65 
about 8 miles. Mother cat is grey with blue eyes. 
Baby cat is calico. Call 218-768-4146.

“Credit problems? No problem!”  No way. A poor 
credit history takes time to repair, no matter what 
anybody claims. The Federal Trade Commission 
says no company can remove accurate or timely 
information from your credit report. Learn about 
managing credit and debt at ftc.gov/credit . A mes-
sage from The Voyageur Press and the FTC.

Volunteer wanted for McGregor Airport Commission.  
Please send letter of interest to City of McGregor, PO 
Box 100, McGregor MN 55760, by 1-31-2010.

The AARP Tax Aide Program is looking for volun-
teers. Your help would be greatly appreciated by 
people of all ages. If you would like to volunteer or 
for more information call Pat at 218-426-4372 or 
Dorothy at 218-694-2750.

HAUGEN TOWNSHIP
Notice of Annual Audit Meeting

The Audit meeting for Haugen Township will be 
held at the home of Ruth Tuholski at 14923 472nd 
Street, Tamarack, Minn., at 8:00 p.m. on February 
8, 2010. 

Joan Wilson, Clerk
Haugen Township
January 26 and February 2, 2010 ................2.269

CLARK TOWNSHIP
Notice of Monthly Meeting Date Change

Clark Township is postponing its regular monthly 
meeting from the Þ rst Thursday of the month to 
Thursday, February 11, 2010, in the Town Hall, at 
7:00 p.m. If you need any special accommodations, 
contact the clerk, 218-768-3011.

Kari Abbott, Clerk
Clark Township 
January 26 and February 2, 2010 ..................2.48
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Floodwood Farm & Feed - 218-476-2233

WANT TO BUY: Livestock of all kinds; dairy, beef 
cattle, feeder calves, yearlings, cows, and bulls.  DE-
PENDABLE TRUCKING ANYWHERE. Rick Olesiak, 
Cromwell, MN 218-644-3940 or 218-393-1572.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.

Date: January 19, 2010.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. Default has occurred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: June 18, 2003.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$775,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Lowell S. Gillem and Kathleen 
R. Gillem, husband and wife.
MORTGAGEE: Woodlands National Bank.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: June 20, 2003 as 
Document No. 349286, as modified of  r e c o rd , 
with Aitkin County Recorder (Minnesota).
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: None
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:

Unit 22, Block 1, The Woods at Otterbelly, according 
to the Þ led plat thereof.

Units 14, 15 and 16, Block 1, The Woods at Ot-
terbelly Second Addition, according to the Þ led plat 
thereof.

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8, Block 1, The Woods at 
Otterbelly Third Addition, according to the Þ led plat 
thereof.

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Aitkin County, Minnesota
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$388,035.67

THAT no action or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof; that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described property will be sold 
by the Sheriff of Aitkin County as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Thursday, March 25, 
2010 at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Aitkin County Sheriff’s Of�  ce, 
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

to pay the debt then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by law for redemption by 

said mortgagor, their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the date of sale, 
unless reduced to Þ ve (5) weeks under Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY: If the 
real estate is an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date 
on or before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate 
the property if the mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30, or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on September 
25, 2010.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

WOODLANDS NATIONAL BANK
By_____________________________________
Dehlia C. Seim
Attorney Registration #0339064
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

(1) Street Address, city and zip code of mortgaged 
premises: 37760 Dove Street, Aitkin, MN 56431

(2) Transaction agent; residential mortgage servicer; 
and lender or broker: Woodlands National Bank

(3) Tax parcel identiÞ cation number: 31-1-083603; 
31-1-083611; 31-1-083610; 31-1-083609; 31-1-
083700; 31-1-083900; 31-1-084000; 31-1-084100; 
31-1-084300; 31-1-084400; 31-1-083800.

(4) Transaction Agent’s mortgage ID number (MERS 
number): None

(5) Name or mortgage originator: Woodlands Na-
tional Bank
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23, March 2, 9, 2010 ..........25.1208

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95
Special Meeting of the 

Board of Education Minutes
Wednesday, December 2, 2009

The Special meeting of the School Board of In-
dependent School District No. 95, Cromwell, MN 
was called to order at the Cromwell-Wright School 
Library on Wednesday, December 2, 2009, at 7:10 
p.m. by S. Bridge. All other board members were 
present.

Also present Superintendent Hilinski and other 
interested parties.

Motion by G. Eliason, second by W. Collman to 
approve the agenda. Motion
carried unanimously.

Personnel Update information.

Negotiation Update given to board.

Long Term Planning with information on Superinten-
dent-job responsibilities/description reviewed.

Discussion of future options and possibilities.

The next Long Term Planning Meeting will be Janu-
ary 6, 2010, where there will be information and 
discussion on the Principals job responsibilities.

Motion by T. Johnson, second by S. Hutar to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Unapproved minutes
Shari Hutar, Clerk of School Board
February 2, 2010 ........................................ 7.5682

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95
Truth in Taxation Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

The Truth in Taxation meeting of the School Board 
of Independent School District No. 95, Cromwell, 
MN was called to order at the Cromwell-Wright 
School on Wednesday, December 2, 2009, at 6:02 
p.m. by Chairperson S. Bridge. All board members 
were present.

Also present Superintendent Hilinski, and other 
interested parties.

Review of Current (2009–2010) School Budget 
including Revenue Sources and Program Expen-
ditures.

Review of Proposed Levy including increase and 
reasons.

Public comment and discussion.

The adoption of the Levy will occur Wednesday, 
December 16, 2009, at 6:00 p.m.

Motion by J. Haugan, second by G. Eliason to ad-
journ at 6:53 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Unapproved Minutes
Shari Hutar, Clerk of School Board
February 2, 2010 ........................................ 6.2284

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

The regular meeting of the School Board of In-
dependent School District No. 95, Cromwell, MN 
was called to order at the Cromwell-Wright School 
Library on Wednesday, December 16, 2009 at 6:02 
p.m. by chairperson S. Bridge. All board members 
were present.

Also present, Superintendent Hilinski, Principal 
Libbon and other interested parties.

Motion by S. Hutar, second by W. Collman to ap-
prove the agenda with the following additions: Choir 
Shells, and coding capital vs. building fund. Motion 
carried unanimously.

Motion by W. Collman, second by J. Haugan to ap-
prove the minutes of the November 10, 2009 special 
and November 18, 2009 regular meeting minutes as 
distributed. Motion carried unanimously.

Review of Financial Reports and Investments.

Motion by T. Johnson, second by G. Eliason to ap-
prove the payment of invoices totaling $64, 354.69 
and electronic fund transfers totaling $166,751.50. 
Motion carried unanimously.

Steve McNeill from LHB Engineering here to dis-
cuss energy efÞ ciency possibilities now and in the 
future.

Choir Shells discussed.

Principal¹s Report: MCA II retests are ongoing for 
math and reading. Plan in place for those that have 
not passed. Student issues discussed, AYP Plan is 
being implemented with reading training provided. 
Parent-Teacher conferences were attended well 
by parents.

Motion by G. Eliason, second by W. Collman to 
approve the following contracts as recommended 
by the Negotiations Committee. 2009-2011, Para-
professionals/Aides, Office Staff, Head Cook, 
Principal, School Nurse, ECFE Staff, 2009-2010 
After School Program and Superintendent. Motion 
carried unanimously.

Board invited to Holiday Dinner at the school on 
Wednesday, December 23, 2009 at 12:10 p.m.

Motion by G. Eliason, second by W. Collman to 
approve on a case by case situation, the donation 
of sick leave days for Terry Sawdey, under the 
following criteria: 30 days accumulated-able to do-
nate 1 day, 40 days accumulated-able to donate 2 
days,60 days accumulated-able to donate 3-5 days. 
Acknowledging that this does not set past practice. 
Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by T. Johnson, second by G. Eliason to cer-
tify the 2009-2010 Levy Limitation and CertiÞ cation 
in the amount of $848, 263.16. Roll call vote; Aye: 
T. Johnson, G. Eliason, S. Bridge, W. Collman, J. 
Haugan, Nay: S. Hutar. Motion carried.

Information Items: Census (0-4 year olds) and cur-
rent Elementary and High School Census. 

The reorganization meeting will be January 6, 2010, 
at 5:30 p.m.

The next regular school board meeting will be 
January 20, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. The next Long 
Term Planning meeting will be January 6, 2010, 
at 6:00 p.m.

Coding Capital versus building fund discussion.

Motion by Jerri Haugan, second by G. Eliason to 
adjourn at 9:09 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Unapproved Minutes
S. Hutar
Clerk of School Board
February 2, 2010 ...................................... 17.9212

Legals 700

EAGLE TOWNSHIP
Notice of Board of Audit Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Audit of 
Eagle Township will be held on Thursday, February 
11, 2010, immediately following the regular monthly 
meeting of the Board of Supervisors. The regular 
monthly meeting is held at the Sno-Gophers Building 
in Cromwell at 7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday 
of each month. The purpose of the Board of Audit 
meeting is to go over the budget for 2011 and other 
pertinent business. 

Carmen Martin, Clerk
Township of Eagle
February 2 and 9, 2010 .............................. 3.3594

$$
$ WORK FROM HOME $

SigniÞ cant Income
Send name and address 

to P.O. Box 162, Aitkin, MN 56431
to receive FREE DVD. 

Make a difference Ð
 health & environment

www.moroney-joinus.myshaklee.com


