
Love let ters and 60 years of  marriageLove letters and 60 years of marriage

T E R S

The Voyageur Press is devoting the entire month of February to honor local couples who have been married for many years. 
We realize there are many couples that we could feature. Our desire is to honor just a few of those couples who have spent 
years together, and hopefully, to provide an opportunity for the rest of us to glean from the wisdom they share.

Joan and Wiljo Walli are featured in this 
week’s Portage News. Pick up a copy at 
the Voyageur Press of� ce. 

BY BRITTANY RAVEILL
Managing Editor

In this day and age love letters are a thing of 
the past. E-mails, text messages and instant chat 
have taken over. However, back in 1948 when Bob 
Madeson and Velma Sedlo � rst met, their relation-
ship grew through letters.

“My family moved up here in 1946 and opened 
Pukwana Shores Resort on Big Round Lake,” 
remembered Bob. “We had a group of Norwegian 
people called the May� ower Group that came to the 
resort to stay several times. There was one gal, her 
name was Marie Carlson, a Swedish gal. Marie said 
to me ‘I ‘ust can’t see you being a bachelor. I know 
‘ust the girl for you.’”

As it would turn out Marie was also visiting 
another resort in Allendale, Minnesota, that was 
owned by Velma’s aunt and uncle. Velma was work-
ing there in the summers, and Marie thought Velma 
and Bob would be a perfect couple. 

“Marie gave me her name and address, so I 
could write Velma a letter,” continued 
Bob. “That address sat on 
my dresser for a long time 
before I wrote. Then when I 
� nally did, Velma must have 
sat on that letter for a while 
because it was a long time 
before I got a response.”

After communicating 
by letter, Bob took a trip 
to Duluth with his friends. 
His intention was to go visit 
another woman, but she was 
not home. “That is when I 
decided to visit Velma,” told 
Bob.

“Yeah, look what happened 
then,” interjected Velma.

“I was so shocked when he 
� nally called and I was meet-
ing him, I didn’t know what to 
think. The thing that impressed me most was how 
he could whistle. he could whistle like you couldn’t 
believe.”

Velma may had been in shock, but Bob wasn’t. 
“It was love at � rst sight,” insisted Bob. 

Bob and Velma walked to Canal Park on their 
� rst date and enjoyed many movies at the North 
Shore Theatre while they were dating. 

The couple was married February 11, 1950. At 

the time Bob worked as a carpenter in Duluth, and 
Velma worked at Gray Bar Electric. The two had 
three children: Rob, Harland and Celeste. They also 
now have four grandchildren: Amie, Mitto, Martin 
and Anne. 

Throughout their relationship, Velma and Bob 
have faced many obstacles, but they have always 
prevailed in the name of love. 

“Our faith has always helped us through,” 
shared Velma. “The fact that we have a church fam-
ily to support us through hardship has made all the 
difference. You need to weather the storms – the 
good and the bad.”

Many storms may have rolled through the lives 
of this loving couple, but nothing has been able to 
break their bond. In fact, they just renewed their 

vows this months before God and their entire 
church family. 

“Velma didn’t know anything about it,” ex-
pressed Bob. “I wanted to show the love and com-
mitment that still exists after 60 years of marriage.”

During the Sunday church service – the Sun-
day before their sixtieth anniversary – the pastor 
asked the bride and groom to come forward. To 
Velma’s surprise, she was the bride. 

“My heart was beating so fast; it was a great 
surprise,” described Velma. 

Right then and there Bob and Velma were re-
minded of their vows and their in� nite commitment 
to one another. They have had 60 years in a loving 
marriage and are looking forward to many more. 
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Place Your Ad Here!
Call 768-3405 to find out how.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT: Applications being 
accepted at Southview Apartments in Cromwell. 
Subsidized housing for disabled and senior citizens. 
Call 218-644-3739 or 218-349-7111.

FOR RENT: Have a home, cabin or commercial 
space that is empty? Get it rented today by placing 
it in the Voyageur Press. Call 218-768-3405 to get 
it listed at a great rate!

For Sale: 8’ Ford bedliner. $100. 218-768-2369.

For Sale: Full size bed. Mattress, box spring, 
headboard and frame. Less than a year old. $150. 
Call 218-232-5929.

BANK OWNED REAL ESTATE FOR SALE:  10 
acre secluded country setting w/ 2004 28x56 man-
ufactured home, circle drive, private well & mound 
system in Meadowlands area. Call 218-476-2281.

Have something you would like to sell?  Place it 
in the classiÞ ed section of the Voyageur Press and 
GET IT SOLD! Call 218-768-3405 to Þ nd out how 
to get a great rate today!

General 140

Employment 200

For Sale 400 For Rent 600

Affordable Law Center – Bankruptcy Assistance 
$580 – include credit restoration – pay less, better 
results, thousands assisted. Call 24/7. Sleep tonight. 
218-966-0482.

Bad Credit? Self-Help May Be Best.  The Federal 
Trade Commissions says the only legitimate credit re-
pair starts with you – and it takes time and a conscious 
effort to pay your debts. Learn about managing credit 
and debt at ftc.gov/credit . A message from The 
Voyageur Press and the FTC.

Volunteer wanted for McGregor Airport Commission.  
Please send letter of interest to City of McGregor, PO 
Box 100, McGregor MN 55760, by 1-31-2010.

The AARP Tax Aide Program is looking for volun-
teers. Your help would be greatly appreciated by 
people of all ages. If you would like to volunteer or 
for more information call Pat at 218-426-4372 or 
Dorothy at 218-694-2750.

Animals/Farm/Garden 300

CORN FOR SALE - $6.50 for 50 lb, ½ T - $105, 1 T 
- $200.  Floodwood Farm & Feed 218-476-2233.

WANT TO BUY: Livestock of all kinds; dairy, beef 
cattle, feeder calves, yearlings, cows, and bulls.  DE-
PENDABLE TRUCKING ANYWHERE. Rick Olesiak, 
Cromwell, MN 218-644-3940 or 218-393-1572.

Go to the Website

CHECK OUT ALL THE PHOTOS

Questions: 
Call the Voyageur Press at 
218-768-3405

The Voyageur Press has photos from this week’s events!

and click on
thevoyageurpress.com

ACROSS
1. Not �  nal or absolute
5. Arabic garment
8. *Christopher Plummer’s role
11. Core remover, as in for apples
12. *This McKellen was nominated twice
13. Bird of prey nest
15. Ancient Greek marketplace
16. Banned pesticide
17. They are lifted at weddings
18. *She played an abusive mom
20. Barest or scantiest
22. Shark sign
23. Abnormal body growth
24. Brassiere
27. Farmer’s storage
29. Kind of metrical foot, poetry
34. *”____ Dance” won for music and 
lyrics in 1978.
36. Chinese-American secret society
38. *This Fiennes was nominated for “The 
English Patient” in ‘97
39. 2009 movie “He’s Just Not That ____ 
You”
40. Traditionally heard in the mountains
42. Between larva and adult
43. Stallion’s cry
45. Opposite of knit
46. Button on the radio
47. Cause to run off tracks
49. Prayer leader in mosque
51. *1989’s “A ___ White Season” received 
one Oscar nomination
52. It is typically written versus oral
54. Barkeeper on “The Simpsons”
56. *Directors Jason or Ivan
60. *Tarantino’s character
64. Love intensely
65. *E.T. transporter (1982)
67. Spasms of pain
68. Tennessee footballer
69. *This Mr. is Fantastic
70. Popular disinfectant
71. Gregory Hines’ skill
72. A fast food staple
73. Big bang theory’s original matter

DOWN
1. Cancelled
2. Type of ore
3. Sans-_____ font
4. Inhabitants of country north of Saudi 
Arabia
5. ____-de-camp
6. *He has a crazy heart
7. Opposite of calm
8. Suggestive look
9. Cleveland, OH lake
10. Olive and canola ____
11. Computer-Aided Manufacturing
13. *It received nine nominations
14. NYC time
19. Oneness, as in state

21. Pressure unit
23. Passage
24. *”_____ Side”
25. Wife of a raja
26. On the move
28. Pilot’s stunt
30. Atlas contents
31. “..._____ and tattooed”
32. Like the highest deck, e.g.
33. Like nervous person’s hands
35. “Animal House” party
37. Cold transmitter
41. South American camelid
44. *Nicholson in “Prizzi’s Honor” and Bardem 
in “No Country for Old Men”, e.g.

48. Actress Thompson
50. More often than not
53. Type of � lm to be avoided
55.  _____ alcohol, a.k.a. ethanol
56. *”Ratatouille” (2007) chef
57. *You can win if you act, direct, write 
or do this
58. Tiny amount
59. Mouse catcher
60. Square looking
61. Gaelic
62. Dining ____
63. Ctrl+Alt+___
66. *”No Country ___ Old Men” won 4 
Oscars

Theme: The Oscars

FOR ANSWERS SEE PAGE 21

More than 8 million cars have been recalled
due to problems with the accelerator pedal

resulting in serious accidents and deaths. If you or a loved one were injured
or killed while driving a Toyota, or suffered any other injury caused by an
auto defect, callMeshbesher & Spence toll free at 1-800-793-6640.

According to an article in The New
England Journal of Medicine, Avandia®

may be linked to an increased risk ofstroke, heart attack and sudden
death. If you•ve suffered serious side effects after taking Avandia®, call
Meshbesher & Spence toll free at 1-800-793-6640

CALL NOW 1-800-793-6640

AVANDIA ALERT

TOYOTA RECALL

Paralysis, numbness,
tingling in hands, loss

of sensation or unexplained pain and muscle weakness in legs and
arms, may be linked to thezinc found in denture creams such as Poligrip,
Super Poligrip, Fixodent and others. If you•ve suffered from neurological
injuries, callMeshbesher & Spence toll free at 1-800-793-6640.

DENTURE CREAM ALERT

Have you or a loved one had
a Zimmer Durom Cup hip

replacement thatfailed, required additional surgery, are suffering from
an injury following implantation or discomfort? For more information,
call Meshbesher & Spence toll free at 1-800-793-6640.

ZIMMER DUROM CUP

®

Meshbesher & Spence
L A W Y E R S

1616 Park Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55404

For Sale 400

Steel Buildings
Factory Deals—Save Thousands

30x40–100x200
Can Erect/Will Deliver

www.scg-gro.com Source #OPI
218-260-4406

MYSTERY SHOPPERS: Earn up to $100 per 
day. Shoppers needed to judge retail and dining 
establishments. Experience not required. Call 
1-877-618-7929.

PCA WORKERS: contact Grattan HealthCare Inc. 
today! Make 10 to 15 dollars per hour as a PCA.  
We authorize and pay overtime. Join our winning 
team! Family members eligible for employment. On 
the job training and testing – no previous experi-
ence necessary. PCPO and PCA Choice. Grattan 
HealthCare Inc. a PCA Provider for ten years. www.
grattanhealthcare.com Call 1-800-470-1326 for 
more information. Please leave a message.

HELP WANTED:  Have a position that needs Þ lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it Þ lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to Þ nd out how.

WORK FROM HOME: Be your own boss. Home 
mailers needed. FIRST call the Federal Trade 
Commission to Þ nd out how to spot work-at-home 
schemes, 877-FTC-HELP or visit online www.ftc.
gov. This message brought to you by the Voyageur 
Press and the FTC.

CLARK TOWNSHIP
Notice of Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting will 
be held Tuesday March 9, 2010, at the Church of 
Christ in Tamarack.

It will commence at 7:00 p.m. to conduct all neces-
sary business prescribed by law. There are no elec-
tions as we moved them to November. In case of 
inclement weather, the meeting may be postponed 
until the third Tuesday in March.

Kari Abbott
Clerk-Clark Township
February 23 and March 2, 2009 ...................3.228

Legals 700


