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great childhoods, good homes and loving parents; 
but from about age 12 or 13 their lives became 
infl uenced by the negative things around them — 
things not of God: smoking, drinking, drugs, sex 
and all the trappings. 

Just like the forbidden fruit in the Garden of 
Eden, it is easy to be tempted by the junk that God 
knows is bad for us. Anyone can become blinded to 
the things of God 
and get off track. 
It’s in our nature: 
“No temptation 
has seized you 
except what is 
common to man” 
(1 Corinthians 
10:13). 

God un-
derstands our 
weaknesses and 
has put in place beautiful safety nets. God knows 
that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23); “but God demonstrates His 
own love for us in this: While we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 
And it’s all made so simple for us: “For everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” 
(Romans 10:13). 

It’s easy for us to look back at the mistakes 
we’ve made or maybe judge ourselves by our 
failures. But God uses all of our strengths and 
weaknesses to make us into who we are in Him. 
Without our past, where would our testimony be?

It matters not where you come from. What mat-
ters is where you are now and where you are going.

Society devours scandal like crazed children at a birth-
day party devour cake. We love it. And when previously 
unscathed golf great Tiger Woods fell from grace with his 
multiple indiscretions, the public gleefully tuned in to wit-
ness his descent. 

Last week Tiger 
apologized. With his 
voice hesi tant  and 
slightly shaking, he 
spoke to his audience: 
“Every one of you has 
reason to be critical of 
me.”

Isn’t this true for 
all of us? We all have 
something of which others can fi nd fault. Most of us have 
something in our past that causes  us to feel shame every 
time we think of it. The Bible says, “[A]ll have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

Because we’re all guilty of sin but we hate to think of 
ourselves that way, we look elsewhere to fi nd others who 
are “worse sinners” than ourselves. In this way we can say, 
“Well, at least I’m not that bad.” And someone in the public 
eye is an easy target.

Tiger said, “My failures have made me look at myself in 
a way I never wanted to before.” Tiger’s reawakened con-
science is an example to us all. When our natural tendency 
is to make excuses, justify, or place the blame on someone 
else, our best option is to say, “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart” (Psalm 139:23), allowing our Creator to 
reveal the true nature of our hearts and the sins we may be 
refusing to acknowledge.

 Tiger sought the forgiveness of his family, his friends, 
and his fans. Many will forgive him; others may not, for that 
is the fi ckle nature of humankind. But God has promised that 
when we seek HIS forgiveness, it is done.  “If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Now begins the diffi cult process for Tiger of trying 
to rebuild what pride and arrogance have torn to shreds: 
respect and trust. “I have a lot to atone for,” he declared. 
But ultimately, Tiger Woods can never undo what has been 
done, and we all face that harsh reality. … Once that deed 
has been done – that word has been spoken … how do you 
take it back? Thank God “He Himself is the propitiation 
[the atoning sacrifi ce] for our sins” (1 John 2:2). What we 
could never make right or undo, the Lord Jesus has already 
covered with His precious blood.

Society might turn against you, accuse you, and want to 
see you penalized; but the Lord Jesus has already taken the 
punishment for your sins. So agree with him that you are a 
sinner and then accept His free gift of forgiveness. ”
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Of Tigers and men

TAMARACK CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Paul Dietz, 768-3898, 
cell 605-691-2189
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.  
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FLOODWOOD ASSEMBLY OF GOD
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No one’s perfect

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard. Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we 
are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us 
from the penalty for our sins.” (Romans 3:23–24).

Man had a choice way back in the beginning of 
history. The choice was to be obedient or disobedi-
ent to God. God told Adam and Eve, “You must 
not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat of it, you will surely die” 
(Genesis 2:17). What God told them not to do, 
they chose to do. That original choice of disobedi-
ence plunged mankind into being a fallen race. 
Today, we begin life in rather the same way. We are 
innocent of sin until we reach the age of account-
ability. Then sin becomes our choice. Our decision 
to honor God or not, to desire a relationship with 
our creator or not, is a simple choice, but we all 
need to know that we have a choice. 

As children, we are molded and shaped by the 
things around us. This is called “environmental 
infl uencing.” A child’s relationship with his or her 
parents, peers in school and in the neighborhood, 
the music he or she is subjected to as well as tele-
vision, all play a role in the child’s cultivation. 

Now we have computers and cell pones to 
contend with. Anything can be misused and 
abused. We can all become addicted to stuff like 
texting and Web surfi ng and ignore the important 
things in our lives.

It saddens me that through texting and e-mails, 
the personal face-to-face conversation is lost. Now, 
we can say anything we want without thinking of 
the damage those words can do. A simple state-
ment can be received as hurtful and cutting without 
room for explanation. What a great place for the 
devil to bring in misunderstanding, anger and bit-
terness. The devil will use any means available to 
divide us and destroy relationships. 

Many testimonies of people coming to Christ 
speak of what Jesus took them out of. Their eyes 
have been opened to the things of God. Some had 

Grace Lutheran (Log) Church Lenten Services

Beginning Wednesday, February 24, 
and continuing each Wednesday until 

March 24. A soup supper will be served at 
5:30 p.m. with Lenten services beginning 
at 6:15 p.m. Pastor Becky Wagner will be 

using the Holden Prayer Service.
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4 
McGregor, MN 55760 

Special Meeting of the Board of Education 
Working Session 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010, 5:00 p.m.
 Room 201, 2nd Floor 

The working session was called to order by Chair 
Doten at 5:00 p.m. with members DeWitt, Doten, 
Kruse Kulju, Jackson, and Orbeck present. Hieta-
lati was absent. Also present were Superintendent 
Grams, Assistant Principal Staska and Business 
Manager Marsyla. Other interested parties were 
present. 

Kruse made a motion, seconded by Kulju, to approve 
the agenda. All voted in favor and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

Items discussed were as follows: school vehicles, 
retirees, school calendar, interviews for technology 
position, individual contracts, board pay, closed meet-
ing for negotiation strategy after regular meeting in 
February. Malt machine was discussed with board. 

Kruse made a motion, seconded by Orbeck to ad-
journ at 5:40 p.m. All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

Mike Kruse, 
Clerk of School Board
February 23, 2010 ............................................6.8

RICE RIVER TOWNSHIP
Notice of Election and Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given to the qualifi ed voters of Rice 
River Township, County of Aitkin, State of Minnesota, 
that the Annual Election of Town Offi cers and Annual 
Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 9, 2010, 
at the Rice River Town Hall.

The Election Poll hours will be from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m.

The Board of Canvas Meeting will commence at 
8:00 p.m.

The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:15 p.m.

In case of inclement weather, the meeting and 
election may be postponed until the third Tuesday 
in March (March 16, 2010).

Janie Libra
Rice River Township Clerk
February 23 and March 2, 2009 ...................4.068

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE
 CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Minnesota statutes; the 
undersigned, who is or will be conducting or trans-
acting a commercial business in the State of Min-
nesota under an assumed name, hereby certifi es:
1. The assumed name under which the business is 
or will be conducted is: Shamrock Cafe.
2. The street address of the principal place of busi-
ness is or will be: 49444 Lake Avenue, McGregor, 
MN 55760.
3. The name and street address of all persons con-
ducting business under the above assumed names 
are: Marta Lynn Simons, 300 4th St. SW, Little Falls, 
Minnesota 56345.
4. I certify that I am authorized to sign this certifi cate 
and I further certify that I understand that, by signing 
this certifi cate, I am subject to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
certifi cate under oath.

Dated: January 30, 2010
Marta L. Simons, President
Contact Person: Marta L. Simons
Telephone Number: 218-251-0848 
February 23 and March 2, 2009 ...................5.112

SHAMROCK TOWNSHIP
Notice of Election of Offi cers 

and Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given to the qualifi ed voters of 
Shamrock Township, County of Aitkin, State of Min-
nesota, that the Annual Election of Town Offi cers and 
Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 
9, 2010 at the Shamrock Town Hall.

The Election Poll hours will be from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at which time the voters will elect:

One Supervisor for a 3-year term and one Clerk for 
a 2-year term.

The Board of Canvass will meet March 9, 2010, im-
mediately after the votes have been tallied to review 
and certify the election results.

The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:15 p.m. to 
conduct all necessary business prescribed by law.

Absentee ballots may be obtained by contacting 
the clerk at 218-426-3736. The town hall will be 
open for absentee balloting on Sat., March 6, from 
10 a.m. to noon.

In case of inclement weather, the meeting and 
election may be postponed until the third Tuesday 
in March.

Dated this 18th day of February 2010.
Candace Bartel
Shamrock Town Clerk
February 23 and March 2, 2009 ...................7.121

Place Your Legal Here!
Call 768-3405 to find out how.

LAKEVIEW TOWNSHIP
Notice of Election and Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given to all qualifi ed voters in 
Lakeview Township, Carlton County, Minn., that 
annual election of offi cers will be Tuesday, March 9, 
2010. In case of inclement weather the election will 
be March 16, 2010. Offi cers to be elected are one 
supervisor for a three-year term and clerk for a two-
year term. Hours of election are 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. Board of Canvas and ANNUAL MEETING will 
follow election at the Wright Fire Hall meeting room. 
All business prescribed by law will be conducted.

Douglas J Suhonen, Clerk
Lakeview Township
February 16 and 23, 2010 ..........................3.5782

BESEMAN TOWNSHIP 
Notice of Board of Audit Meeting

Notice is hereby given to the constituents of Bese-
man Township, County of Carlton, State of Minne-
sota, that the Audit Meeting for Beseman Township 
will be held Wednesday, February 24, 2010, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Wright City Hall. 

Linda Dahlman, Clerk
Town of Beseman
February 16 and 23, 2010 .............................2..47

BESEMAN TOWNSHIP 
Notice of Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given to the constituents of Bese-
man Township, County of Carlton, State of Minne-
sota, that the Annual Town Meeting for Beseman 
Township will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2010. 
In case of inclement weather the meeting may be 
postponed until the third Tuesday in March.

The Annual Meeting will convene at 8:01 p.m. to 
conduct all necessary business prescribed by law.

The Annual Meeting will be held at the following 
location: Wright Senior Citizen Center, Wright, MN 
55798.

Linda Dahlman, Clerk
Town of Beseman
February 23 and March 2, 2010 .................4.0192

EAGLE TOWNSHIP
Notice of Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 
Eagle Township in the County of Carlton, State 
of Minnesota will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 
2010, at 7:00 p.m. at the Sno-Gophers Building on 
Highway 73 North in Cromwell, Minnesota. In case 
of inclement weather the meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010, at the same time and at 
the same location. All business prescribed by law 
will be conducted.

Carmen Martin, Clerk
Eagle Township 
February 23 and March 2, 2009 .................3.3354

HAUGEN TOWNSHIP
Notice of Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given to the Qualifi ed Voters of Hau-
gen Township, County of Aitkin, State of Minnesota, 
that the Annual Meeting will be held Tuesday March 
9, 2010, at 4:30 p.m. at the Haugen Town Hall, to 
conduct all necessary business prescribed by law.

In case of inclement weather, the meeting may be 
postponed until the third Tuesday in March.

Joan Wilson, Clerk
Haugen Township
February 23 and March 2, 2009 .................3.0384

Thom’s Nuisance Thom’s Nuisance 
Wildlife ControlWildlife Control

Wayne Thom
Wright, MN 

218-644-3593 
218-390-7201

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 
BY THIS ACTION.

Date: January 19, 2010.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. Default has occurred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: June 18, 2003.
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$775,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Lowell S. Gillem and Kathleen 
R. Gillem, husband and wife.
MORTGAGEE: Woodlands National Bank.
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  June 20, 2003 as 
Document No. 349286, as modified of  r e c o rd , 
with Aitkin County Recorder (Minnesota).
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: None
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:

Unit 22, Block 1, The Woods at Otterbelly, according 
to the fi led plat thereof.

Units 14, 15 and 16, Block 1, The Woods at Ot-
terbelly Second Addition, according to the fi led plat 
thereof.

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8, Block 1, The Woods at 
Otterbelly Third Addition, according to the fi led plat 
thereof.

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Aitkin County, Minnesota
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$388,035.67

THAT no action or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part  thereof; that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described property will be sold 
by the Sheriff of Aitkin County as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Thursday, March 25, 
2010 at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Aitkin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

to pay the debt then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by law for redemption by 

said mortgagor, their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the date of sale, 
unless reduced to fi ve (5) weeks under Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY: If the 
real estate is an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date 
on or before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate 
the property if the mortgage is not reinstated under 
section 580.30, or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on September 
25, 2010.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:  None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

WOODLANDS NATIONAL BANK
By_____________________________________
Dehlia C. Seim
Attorney Registration #0339064
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

(1) Street Address, city and zip code of mortgaged 
premises: 37760 Dove Street, Aitkin, MN 56431

(2) Transaction agent; residential mortgage servicer; 
and lender or broker: Woodlands National Bank

(3) Tax parcel identifi cation number: 31-1-083603; 
31-1-083611; 31-1-083610; 31-1-083609; 31-1-
083700; 31-1-083900; 31-1-084000; 31-1-084100; 
31-1-084300; 31-1-084400; 31-1-083800.

(4) Transaction Agent’s mortgage ID number (MERS 
number): None

(5) Name or mortgage originator: Woodlands Na-
tional Bank
Feb. 2, 9, 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2010 ..........25.1208
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