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New beginnings

McGregor
Jct. Hwys. 210 & 65

218-768-7000
1-800-294-6154

Aitkin
312 Minnesota Ave. N.

218-927-3213
1-800-294-2863

Dr. Douglas Landsverk
Dr. Steven Kinzer

Optometrists:

AMAZING GRACE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.
McGregor VFW
218-768-2234

ROUND LAKE  
PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. J. Yingling
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

County Rd. 6

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.

Cromwell, Minn.

BIG SANDY   
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Pastor Stephen Demars
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Big Sandy Lake

FLOODWOOD 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

11698 Highway 8
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday service 10:15 a.m. 

218-768-3331

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Pastor Russell Christensen
Sunday worship 8:45 a.m.

99 S. 1st., McGregor
218-768-3331

GRACE LUTHERAN LOG 
CHURCH (ELCA)
 Pastor Erika Foss

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m. 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.

Wright, Minn.
218-644-3640

VICTORY MISSION 
CHURCH

Pastor Jack Gould
Mable Street

McGregor, Minn.

TAMARACK CHURCH 

OF CHRIST

218-768-3651

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
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FROM OUR READERS

If your church is holding an 
event or has church or com-
munity news to announce 
please contact us. We also 
accept messages of faith or 
stories of encouragement. 
Contact us at 218-768-3405, 
email: vpofmg.me@frontier.
com or fax 218-768-7046. 

CHURCH I NEWS

Joel
Seibel

Amazing 
Grace 
Christian 
Church
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Grace Lutheran Log Church Lenten Services: We invite you to join us for 
worship. The Ash Wednesday service will be at 6:30 p.m. All other Lenten services 
begin at 6:15 p.m. Join us for a meal before worship at 5:30 p.m.

For Lenten services at Grace this year we are going to revisit the beloved 
stories of the Old Testament.  Ash Wednesday will be a traditional service with 
the imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. 

On Wednesday, March 16 there will be a dramatic skit presentation about 
some of the forgotten women of the Old Testament; the following two 
Wednesdays, March 23 and 30, we will look at the genealogy of Abraham and 
son. We will look at these stories through art history. On Wednesday, April 6 we 
will look at the story of Esther. The following Wednesday, April 13, there will be 
two stories from Daniel, one about a fi ery furnace and one about a lion’s den! 

Hear God: eliminate the distractions
Our lives are full of relationships and 

sometimes even the closest of relation-
ships can become fractured. God created 
us to need companionship and friend-
ships. When a friendship is broken it 
leaves a void in our lives.

There are many places in the Bible 
where God tells us that it is unhealthy for 
us to stay angry with someone and live 
our lives without forgiving. God Himself 
wants to see all bad relationships healed. 
He is the God of restoration and new 
beginnings. He shows us how we must 
act towards each other to reach that goal. 
It’s all about attitudes.

Colossians 3:12-13 (NIV), tells us: 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, 
Holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievance you 
may have against one another. Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you.”

Holding on to your anger and not for-
giving helps no one and hurts you the most. 
You become a slave to it. God wants you 
free from all that hinders your life. He wants 
you strong and happy, not weak and broken.

We just read, “Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.” This is a gift from God 
through Jesus on the cross. He wants 
you to walk in that gift of forgiveness and 
share it even with those who have done 
you wrong. This is for your benefi t.

The scripture ends in verse 14 saying: 
“…and over all these virtues [compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and 
forgiveness] put on love which binds them 
all together in perfect unity.”

After the soldiers had beaten Jesus, 
nailed Him to a cross and ran a sword 
through His side, Jesus said, “Father forgive 
them for they know not what they do” (Luke 
23:24 KJV).  Forgiveness is an act of love!

BY RICK WARREN
PurposeDrivenLife.com
A Ministry of Saddleback Church

 
  “Other seed fell in the weeds; the weeds 

grew with it and strangled it” Luke 8:7 (MSG).
You can’t hear God when your mind is 

crowded with thoughts, worries, fears, and plans, 
or if you always have the radio or TV on. And if 
you constantly have your phone against your ear, 
when God calls, all he gets is a busy signal!

All of these distractions are what Jesus was 
referring to in Luke 8 when he talked about the 
seed falling in the weeds. Today’s verse says those 
weeds grew with the seed and strangled it.

Now notice that this scenario is a little bit bet-
ter than the shallow soil because the seed actu-
ally sprouts and grows. But the weeds choke it 
so it never bears fruit. So many people hear God 
speak, but as they go on their way, life’s worries, 
riches, and pleasures choke them, so they never 
mature.

If you are always on the go and you can’t 
hear God, you are facing the barrier of busyness. 
Often we confuse busyness with productivity and 
they aren’t the same thing. If you keep going, 
going, going but you aren’t spiritually growing, 
growing, growing, you are busy, not productive.

Jesus says distractions are like weeds that grow 
up in your mind and heart, just as weeds grow in 
a garden.

There are three types of weeds that will keep 
you from hearing God’s voice:

Worries – The Greek word for worry is 
merinma, which means “pulled in different direc-
tions.” When you are pulled in different directions, 
you are worried. And when you are worried, you 
can’t hear God.

Riches – You can be so busy making a living, 
trying to make money to pay the bills and get out 
of debt that you can’t hear God.

Pleasures – God gives you pleasures, and they 
are a good thing. But you can get so busy pursu-
ing pleasures and fun that you forget to pursue 
God as well.

How much effort does it take to grow weeds? 
None. Weeds are a sign of neglect. When you ne-
glect your time with God, the weeds start to grow 
in your life. In order to overcome the weeds, you 
must learn to overcome your preoccupied mind.

Kings 19:12 says that when God spoke to 
Elijah, it wasn’t in a wind or earthquake or fi re; it 
was in a gentle whisper. If you want to hear God 
whisper to you, you have to be quiet.

Name_________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City _________________________________________________ 

State ____________________________ Zip_________________

Phone________________________________________________

-All subscriptions are delivered by mail-

PLEASE RETURN THIS CARD WITH YOUR PAYMENT. THANK YOU.

Mail to: The Voyageur Press of McGregor
15 Country House Lane, Box 59

McGregor, Minnesota 55760

RATES
Local  rate:
   52 weeks ......................................... $ .00

Rest of Minn.  rate:
   52 weeks ......................................... $3 .00

So that’s 
what all the 
buzz is about!

Out-of-State rate:
   52 weeks ......................................... $ .00

Subscription 
CARD

Place Your Legal Here!

Call 768-3405 to find out how.

The Voyageur Press is a legal newspaper. 
Make it YOUR legal newspaper today!

The Voyageur Press of McGregor
March 15, 201118 classifi eds

Legals 700

AITKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Synopsis of Board Meeting Minutes 

March 1, 2011
In pursuance of MN Statute 375.12, Subd. 1.

The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m.

Present at the meeting were Chairperson Laurie 
Westerlund, Commissioners J. Mark Wedel, Don 
Niemi, Brian Napstad, Anne Marcotte, County 
Administrator Patrick Wussow, and Administrative 
Assistant Sue Bingham.

Motion carried, Wedel/Niemi, to approve the March 
1, 2011 agenda.

Motion carried, Wedel/Marcotte, to approve the 
consent agenda.

To approve February 8, 2011, County Board 
minutes.

To approve H&HS Contracts:
1. Avalon Programs LLC
2. Fawnice Flowers Purchase of Service 

Agreement for Respite Care Services
To approve Grant Proposal – Supervised Visita-

tion Center (Remnica House).
To approve Grant Proposal – Parent Support 

Outreach Program for American Indian Families.
To adopt Resolution – Exempt Permit LG220 – 

Long Lake Conservation Foundation.
To approve Renewal of Consumption & Display 

Permit – Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club.
To adopt Resolution – 2011 Boat & Water Safety 

Agreement Grant.

AITKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Notice of Hearing

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners will hold 
a public hearing on the adoption of amendments to 
the Aitkin County Food Protection, Lodging, and 
Administrative Ordinances. The hearing will be 
conducted on April 5, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Aitkin County Board Room of the Aitkin County 
Courthouse.   

The Aitkin County Board has entered into a Delega-
tion Agreement with the Minnesota Department of 
Health based on MN Statutes Section 145A.07. 
Through this delegation of authority, the Aitkin 
County Board has been charged with protecting 
the public health as outlined under MN Statutes 
Chapters 144, 157, and 327. The Food Protection, 
Lodging, and Administrative Ordinances are being 
updated to maintain consistency with Statute and 
Rule as required in the Scope of the Delegation 
Agreement.  

A summary of the areas for proposed changes within 
the Food Protection Ordinance are:
SECTIONS 3.00 AUTHORITY; 4.00 DEFINITIONS; 
5.00 ADOPTION OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE ES-
TABLISHMENT STANDARDS; 6.00 LICENSING; 
7.00 INSPECTIONS; and renumbering in SEC-
TIONS 11.00 and 12.00. 
Proposed changes within the Lodging Ordinance 
are: SECTIONS 2.00 SCOPE; 3.00 AUTHORITY; 
4.00 DEFINITIONS; 7.00 INSPECTION; and renum-
bering in SECTIONS 5.00 and 8.00. 
Proposed changes within the Administrative Ordi-
nance are: SECTIONS 2.00 DEFINITIONS; 5.00 
LICENSING PROCEDURES; 6.00 HEARINGS; and 
renumbering in SECTIONS 3.00 and 5.00. 
Language that is proposed for deletion is in 
strikethrough and proposed new language is in 
red.

Copies of these Ordinances with the proposed 
amendments are available for review and inspection 
at the Aitkin County Planning and Zoning Offi ce and 
the Aitkin County Auditor’s Offi ce in the Aitkin County 
Courthouse during regular business hours.  A copy 
with proposed amendments can also be viewed in 
their entirety on the Aitkin County website at www.
co.aitkin.mn.us. Comments can be submitted in 
writing to the Aitkin County Planning and Zoning 
Offi ce 209 2nd St NW, Aitkin, MN 56431, by facsimile 
(218) 927-4372, or by e-mail to aitkinpz@co.aitkin.
mn.us before 4:30 p.m. on April 1, 2011. Please 
include a full name and a complete address with all 
correspondence.
March 15, 2011 ............................................. 12.18
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AITKIN COUNTY PARKS COMMISSION
Notice of Annual Meeting

The Aitkin County Parks Commission will hold their 
annual meeting on March 22, 2011, at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Aitkin County Board Room, Aitkin, Minn. Agenda 
items include: election of offi cers, review 2010 proj-
ects, and 2011 proposed projects.

Mark Jacobs, 
Aitkin Co. Land Commissioner
March 15, 2011 ............................................... 2.68
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 16, 2011

The regular meeting of the School Board of In-
dependent School District No. 95, Cromwell, MN 
was called to order at the Cromwell-Wright School 
Library on Wednesday, February 16, 2011, at 6:00 
p.m. by chairperson S. Hutar. All board members 
were present.

Also present, Superintendent Hilinski, Principal Lib-
bon, P. Koenig, K. Koenig, B. Schilling, Jim Straka, 
Leyla Straka, Athletic Director B. Pocernich, and 
other interested parties.

Motion by G. Eliason, second by S. Bridge to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by J. Haugan, second by W. Collman to ap-
prove the minutes of the January 5, 2011, special, 
January 19, 2011, reorganization, January 19, 2011, 
regular, January 20, 2011, special and January 25, 
2011, special meeting minutes as presented. Motion 
carried unanimously.

Review of Financial Reports and Investments.

Motion by T. Johnson, second by S. Bridge to ap-
prove the payment of invoices totaling $80,210.82, 
electronic fund transfers totaling $174,437.57, and
wire transfers totaling $322,908.75. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Athletic Director B. Pocernich reported on the 
MSHSL Offi cial Rating for the school, and what 
has been done to address improper fan behavior at 
games. Discussion was held. Discussion was held 
about the trophy cases and about likely seeing a 
cooperative baseball season with McGregor.

Foreign Exchange Student Presentation PAX with 
Coordinator Leyla Straka, along with her husband, 
Jim Straka.

Motion by S. Bridge, second by G. Eliason to accept 
the letter of resignation from Connie Skarbakka and 
to thank her for her years of service to the students of 
the school district. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by J. Haugan, second by W. Collman to 
approve the maternity leave request from Amy 
Granholm. Motion carried unanimously.

Principal’s Report: The Leveled Literacy Intervention 
Program is working well. The After School study hall 
appears to be helping grades. The school wide title 
meeting went well.

Motion by S. Bridge, second by J. Haugan for the 
resolution to approve the Paraprofessional length of 
workday changes per administration recommenda-
tion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by W. Collman, second by T. Johnson to 
approve the assignment of Jeanne Weimer as the 
Speech Coach Assistant. Motion carried unani-
mously.

Information/Discussion/Update Items: Grants, 
Suburban replacement, Legislation. Items for 
discussion at the next regular meeting include the 
following: Real long term and short term planning, 
carpet replacement, heat pump replacement plan, 
system maintenance, Facility Management System 
upgrade, alarm system upgrade, mezzanine wall 
repair project, middle mile fi ber project (internet ac-
cess), budget, enrollment, staffi ng patterns, course 
offerings, and to analyze contracts.

The next two regular board meetings are scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 16, 2011, at 6:00 p.m. and 
Wednesday, April 20, 2011, also at 6:00 p.m.

Motion by J. Haugan, second by S. Bridge to adjourn 
at 8:20 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Unapproved Minutes
W. Collman
Clerk of School Board
March 15, 2011 ............................................... 18.3

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95
Special School Board Meeting

Superintendent Search
Wednesday, February 23, 2011

The special meeting of the School Board of In-
dependent School District No. 95, Cromwell, MN 
was called to order at the Cromwell-Wright School 
Library on Wednesday, February 23, 2011, at 6:02 
p.m., by Chairperson, S. Hutar. All board members 
were present.

Also present: Superintendent Hilinski, Principal Lib-
bon, Kathy Koenig and other interested parties.

Motion by T. Johnson, second by J. Haugan to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

Discussion on Superintendent Search as follows:
a. Superintendent Contract Discussion and 

Review
b.  Review of Superintendent Criteria Survey 

given to staff.  Board ranked Superintendent criteria 
also. The top 4 results of the staff survey matched 
the top 4 of the Boards criteria.

 1. Understands sound fiscal management 
procedures.

 2. Understands and demonstrates sound 
management.

 3. Has good communication skills.
 4. Is both honest and ethical in dealing with 

community.
c. 2011-2012 Budget discussion and clarifi ca-

tion.
d. Superintendent evaluation clarifi cation and 

discussion.
e. Superintendent candidate interview planning 

and questions.

The next special meeting will be on Wednesday, 
March 2, 2011, at 6:00 p.m. to discuss Budget.

Motion by G. Eliason, second by S. Bridge to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Unapproved Minutes
W. Collman,
Clerk of School Board
March 15, 2011 ............................................... 10.3

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95
Special School Board Meeting

Wednesday, March 2, 2011

The special meeting of the School Board of In-
dependent School District No. 95, Cromwell, MN 
was called to order at the Cromwell-Wright School 
Library on Wednesday, March 2, 2011, at 6:02 
p.m., by Chairperson, S. Hutar. All board members 
were present.

Also present: Superintendent Hilinski, Principal Lib-
bon, Business Manager Kim Suhonen, Pete Koenig 
and other interested parties.

Motion by W. Collman, second by G. Eliason to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

Superintendent Hilinski and Business Manager 
Suhonen asked for 2011-2012 Budget direction, 
followed by discussion.

Superintendent Hilinski reported on grant updates, 
suburban replacement, carpet replacement, heat 
pump replacement plan, fi re alarm upgrade plan, 
leaking mezzanine west wall project, followed by 
discussion.

Negotiation discussion.

Motion by J. Haugan, second by S. Bridge to adjourn 
the special meeting at 7:25 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Unapproved Minutes
W. Collman, 
Clerk of School Board
March 15, 2011 ................................................. 7.5

To approve Public Auction of Forfeited Vehicles 
– Sheriff’s Department.

To approve 2011 Fire Protection Contract with 
Hill City.

To adopt Resolution – Joint Powers Agreement 
on Behalf of County Attorney and Sheriff.

To adopt (3) Resolutions for Grant Applications:
1. Tamarack Sno-Flyers Snowmobile Club 
2. Snowmobile Trail Rerouting 
3. Phase 2 of the Northwoods Regional ATV/

OHV Trail

Motion carried, Wedel/Niemi to authorize SEH 
Consulting Engineers perform a bathometric survey 
of the Mississippi Diversion Channel at a cost of 
$7,450.00.

Motion failed (0-5), Niemi/Marcotte to reduce Dan-
gerous Dog designation for “Peabody” to Potentially 
Dangerous Dog.

Motion carried, Napstad/Niemi to approve purchase 
of 40,000 sand bags.

Motion carried, Marcotte/Niemi to approve lease/
agreement for new breath testing equipment, at 
no cost.

Motion carried, Wedel/Napstad to have the Radio 
System Project Manager recommendation on the 
March 8, 2011 consent agenda.

Motion carried, Wedel/Niemi to adjourn the meeting 
at 2:48 p.m.
March 15, 2011 ............................................. 14.32


