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Local interest in The Voyageur Press makes
the newspaper succeed. We encourage people to
in the area to submit articles for the Opinion
pages in The Voyageur Press.

We want the characteristics of the folks in the
communities of our circulation to be expressed
openly. In turn this will promote our lifestyles –
surely something that is desireable for many.

Our goal is also to inform the readers of
eastern Aitkin county and western Carlton
county on issues pertaining to them.
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“No noose is good noose”
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The news this week will be pretty short as I just got
called to sub in Cromwell, and that means I only have
about one hour to get this done. I usually take at least two
to three hours on Mondays to type, edit, proofread, and
e-mail this news to the area newspapers. But, I will do
what I can.

Lake Country Power will be holding its annual meet-
ing on April 19th at the Lincoln Elementary School in
Hibbing (11th Ave. and 23rd St). Member registration
and breakfast begins at 9:00 a.m. with the business meet-
ing starting at 10:00 a.m.

A very special event is being planned for Sunday, April
27, at Bethany Lutheran Church in Cromwell. The Gates
Family will be in concert at the regular 10:30 a.m. ser-
vice. There will also be the baptism of Adan Luna, son of
Angie and Eddie that day.

Bethany will also be holding its annual rummage and
bake sale on Friday, April 25, and Saturday, the 26th.

Bethlehem Lutheran in Wright will be having a roast
chicken dinner at the church on Friday, February 25, from
4:30 to 7:00 p.m. This will be a Thrivent Post 31299
matching funds event.

Don’t forget to attend the MN Sustainable Farmer
Emeritus Award Presentation to Ken Peterson at Bethle-

hem Lutheran in Wright from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 16.

With all the snow we’ve had I wonder if the baseball/
softball season will get started. Most games have been
cancelled or postponed
so far.

The Cromwell Sno-
Gophers 25th Annual
BINGO will be held on
Friday, April 18, at the
Sno-Gopher’s Club
House in Cromwell at
7:00 p.m. This will also
include 10 free games
and free lunch, and they
say there is no free
lunch! Well, they would be wrong in this case.

There’s not much news this week, and that may be a
good thing, so as the condemned man said as he walked
to the gallows, “No noose is good noose”!

That’s all the news from Lake Lessthanfortydaysof-
schoolleftnow, and Hello to the family of Lauri Hemmila
(George’s last sibling) who passed away last week. Thanks
for being faithful readers of this column!

Don
Crouch

Up North

I keep telling myself that I’ve seen it all as far as con-
certs are concerned. Well, last week I added a new twist
to concert going.

My good friends from Kenosha have a son, Andy, play-
ing in the U of M Orchestra. It is too long a drive for
them to get to his concerts, so I always make sure that
I’m there (with a report to Mom and Dad afterwards).
Andy’s orchestra has grown from 70 players to 132 play-
ers in his three years. They have a great director – and
this is a non-music-major group, which the director un-
derstands very well and has built strong pride as well as
musicianship in the group.

In their concert last week, they had two graduate stu-
dent directors who each had a song to conduct. The first
one was fine. Not the best, but she’ll learn. The second
director had a selection with a piano soloist. Now realize,
the orchestra is very formal. The guys are in tuxes, and
the girls in some type of black outfit. (One girl did get a
lot of attention in her tight – I mean skin tight – slacks,
spike heels and sequined tube-top. I think the guys around
her spent more time watching to see if the top would slide
down when she put her violin under her chin.)

Anyway, out came the pianist and the conductor. (Not
sure which was the first shock.) The pianist was in black
pants and an open-collared white shirt with the sleeves
rolled up. Normally it would be a tux, or white tie and
tails – but at minimum a coat and tie. But the conductor
made me rethink all my concert memories. I had never
seen anything like this before. He had on a black T-shirt
with some kind of logo, black jeans, and black boots – at
least they weren’t cowboy boots. It looked like the or-
chestra got the wrong date and this was a rehearsal. For-
got to mention that he had a Mohawk haircut with the
top dyed coal black to match his outfit.

The music was great, but I did object to applauding a
conductor in boots and jeans. The only other time that I
remember being really shocked by what a conductor wore
was at a National Choral Convention in Nashville. The
choir came on stage, their director – a woman wearing a
long, black long-sleeved gown – came out for a bow be-

The best/worst dressed list
fore beginning, and then she turned her back to the audi-
ence to conduct her choir. Except, there was no back to
her dress. She was completely bare from neck to waist
and side to side –
how she held it up
was a mystery. The
only thing we
thought was that
as long as her arms
were up, the dress
stayed up. They
say that conven-
tion performances
bring out the best
in musicians. I’m
not sure if her best was the music or near-nudeness. (I
don’t remember the music.)

What should a conductor do? When I first came to
Cromwell High School, I didn’t have a suit that was prop-
er to wear as a director. I remember going to Nate’s Cloth-
ing in the old warehouse district in Minneapolis and buy-
ing a black suit – not a tux, but it looked good anyway.
And, it was also the suit I was married in. I did buy a tux
when we moved to Big Lake. All of my outfits since then
have been either a tux or the same color blazer that my
men’s choirs have worn.

I got to remembering this because Nate’s Clothing has
just announced that it will be leaving the warehouse dis-
trict in Minneapolis after more than 50 years and will be
moving to the suburbs. I guess they just don’t fit in with
the young party goers who now crowd the warehouse dis-
trict as an entertainment center almost every night of the
week. Well, Nate’s has dressed a lot of men, including
me, for a very long time. You don’t see this longevity in
the smaller retail business much anymore, and that’s an-
other reason it is interesting because they are not closing,
but moving after all these years. Their customers are still
there but just not in a crowded party atmosphere.

Thanks Nate. When I need another suit, I’ll find you
somewhere.

“I had never seen anything like this before. He had on a black T-shirt with some kind
of logo, black jeans, and black boots – at least they weren’t cowboy boots. It looked
like the orchestra got the wrong date and this was a rehearsal. Forgot to mention
that he had a Mohawk haircut with the top dyed coal black to match his outfit.”
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Decorative lettering and
expressions for your home. If you
want a few, place an order, want a
lot, host a party, want it ALL!
Become an independant
demonstrator! Call me for details!

Beckie Christoferson ❏ Senior Demonstrator
218-426-5312  ❏ restyledhome@gmail.com

Employment 200

Heartland PCA, LLC: JOIN OUR TEAM! Growing
home health care company in need of dynamic indi-
viduals to provide services for all ages. Immediately
in need of CNA’s, PCA’s, HHA’s and mentors. Train-
ing available. Must have own transportation. Call M-
F 8:30-4:30 pm at (218) 263-4177, (877) 289-9368
or stop in for an application at Hearland PCA, LLC
3131 1st Street, Ste. 1, Hibbing, MN 55746. EEOE

3/11-4/15 218-768-3132 • 1-866-907-NAPA

HOURS:
M- F: 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sat.: 8a.m. - 2p.m.
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