
6 faith The Voyageur Press of McGregor
April 22, 2008

AMAZING GRACE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Pastor Bob Mankaka

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.
McGregor VFW

ROUND LAKE PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. J. Yingling

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.
Located on County Rd. 6

� Lisa Koehler  – Faith page coordinator
e-mail: lklk@frontiernet.net

� Heather Switzer  – Circulation/Secretary
e-mail: vpofmg.sec@frontiernet.net

faith pages   sponsored by

Rick’s Piano and Music
your music store and more

www.rickspiano.com

Rick’s Piano and Music

instruments, music, CDs, lessons, piano tuning and repair
18 2nd St. NE, Aitkin • (218) 831-0707

Lisa
Koehler

Faith Page
Coordinator

Eklektikes
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WRIGHT EVANGELICAL FREE
Pastor Ken Mitchell

Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.
Wright, Minnesota

COVENANT PINES BIBLE CAMP
Director Josh  Rude

Ministry for all ages
for over 50 years

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Janeva Stromberg

Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.
Cromwell, Minnesota

CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY ALLIANCE

Pastor Steven DeMars

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.
Big Sandy Lake

McGregor
Jct. Hwys. 210 & 65

218-768-7000
1-800-294-6154

Aitkin
312 Minnesota Ave. N.

218-927-3213
1-800-294-2863

Dr. Douglas Landsverk
Dr. Steven Kinzer

Optometrists:

“How do lives get stained?  First, they get dirty. Second, they get left
that way for a while, with just a little bit of sin in them.  Third, when the
sinful events are done, they leave behind a little residue on our lives.”

see EKLEKTIKES page 7

Brandt
Johnson

Pastor,
Tamarack
Church of
Christ

I like coffee. I like it rich, dark,
strong, and hot. In fact, I have a
favorite coffee mug. It is not my
favorite because of the saying on it,
because of the color or even
because of the picture on it. It is my
favorite because it is BIG. I can
drink two cups of coffee at the
same time with this thing. It’s
great.

The other day I picked up my
favorite mug and saw, there in the
bottom, two dark rings. Now, when
I had picked the mug up, I thought
that it was clean. From the outside,
I could not see any stains. It looked
like it had just been washed. “No
problem,” I thought, “I’ll just rinse
it out.” Guess what? It would not
be rinsed. The stains stayed there.

This got me to thinking, and
that is a big deal since I had not
had my coffee yet. I thought about
that stain in my favorite mug. How
did it get there? How had I ne-
glected something that I hold so
dearly to the point that it became
stained?

This thought process and line
of thinking is what leads someone
to more thinking and more ques-
tions. This can be dangerous at
early hours. I started to think about
life, about the Bible, and about the
“stains” in our lives.

How does a coffee mug get
stained? First, it has to get dirty.
You use the cup. Second, the mug
then sits for a while with a few

drops of coffee in the bottom.
Third, the coffee evaporates,
leaving behind residue that stains
the inside of your favorite mug.

How do lives get stained? First,
they get dirty. Second, they get left
that way for a while, with just a
little bit of sin in them. Third,
when the sinful events are done,
they leave behind a little residue on
our lives.

Are there “stains” in your life?
Have you allowed sin to sit in your
heart long enough to leave a stain?
Is the outside of your life clean but
the inside stained? This reminds
me of the words of Jesus in
Matthew 23:27. He tells the
religious leaders that they are like
whitewashed tombs, which appear
beautiful, outwardly, but on the
inside they are full of dead men’s
bones (paraphrase).

Realize today that it does not
matter what the outside of your
cup looks like if the inside is
stained and dirty. Realize that man
looks at outward appearance, but
that God looks at the heart (I
Samuel 16:7). Realize that it is our
own fault that we have stains in
our lives. We could have cleaned
them out at any time, yet they
remain.

If the truth be told, My favorite
mug was still my favorite, even
though it was stained. The stains did
not bother me. Oh, I knew they were
there. And every time I used that

mug, I would think that I ought to
do something about it.  But I didn’t.
Too often this same thing happens
with the “stains” in our lives. We
don’t let them bother us. We get
used to them. We may even think of
them as a status symbol. We do not
want to change.

We are God’s vessels; I Corin-
thians 4 calls us jars of clay that
carry the message of Christ. Do we
want to carry God’s message in
stained vessels? We need to get
cleaned, get up, and get going.

There is a way to get rid of our
stains. There is a cleansing that we
all can experience. Jesus Christ died
to wash the stains of sin away from
our lives. Hebrews 10:22 talks about
being washed with “Pure Water.”

Revelations 1:5 says that Jesus
Christ “washed us from our sins”
(KJV). Jesus Christ offers “pure
water” to wash and cleanse us from
our stains. He wants to make us
whiter than snow.

Do you have stains in your
“Mug”? Do you need washed?

Coffee stains

HILLTOP CHAPEL
Pastor B. Hite

Service at 10:00 a.m.
Palisade, Minnesota

BIG SANDY CAMP
Director Scott Stinson

An environment where lives are
changed through Christ

HELP SPONSOR THE FAITH PAGES
Contact Beckie Christoferson
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vpofmg.ads@frontiernet.net
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Did you buy your purple bracelet yet?
If you haven’t heard, there’s a man named Will

Bowen who’s pastor of Christ Church Unity in
Kansas City, Missouri; he’s developed a concept
for combating negative thinking. It’s called “A
Complaint Free World.”

What a wonderful idea. Wouldn’t we all love to
live in a society where we wouldn’t have to listen to
people whine? Probably most of us need to take
inventory of our own negativity and try to over-
come it.

Bowen’s “cure” for complaining involves the
purchase of a purple bracelet, which you can buy
from his church. You place the bracelet on your
wrist, and every time you have a negative thought
or you catch yourself complaining about some-
thing, you switch the bracelet to your other wrist.
The goal is to go twenty-one days (the amount of
time it takes to establish a habit) without needing
to switch the bracelet. People are very excited
about this “revolutionary” new concept – over five
million bracelets have been sold thus far.

But wait, what’s wrong with this picture?
Jesus says, “Out of the abundance of the heart,

the mouth speaks” (Mat. 12:34, emphasis mine). If
the words of my mouth are negative complaints,
are my words the problem, or is my heart the
problem? Can I change my heart by changing what
I do or say, or must it be the other way around?

Attention
Employers!

Boxed Help Wanted ads offer
you greater visibility by

including your logo, creating a
more professional look.

Call the Voyageur Press

at 768-3405
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Legal 700General 140

100 Announcements
200 Employment
300 Animals/Farm/Garden

400 For Sale
500 Garage Sales/Auctions
600 For Rent

700 Legal
800 Professional Services
900 Automotive Services

1000 Home Improvement Services
1100 Other Services
1200 Real Estate

Decorative lettering and
expressions for your home. If you
want a few, place an order, want a
lot, host a party, want it ALL!
Become an independant
demonstrator! Call me for details!

Beckie Christoferson ❏ Senior Demonstrator
218-426-5312  ❏ restyledhome@gmail.com

Employment 200

218-768-3132 • 1-866-907-NAPA

HOURS:
M- F: 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sat.: 8a.m. - 2p.m.
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