
The school year’s winding down, and invitations to 
graduation parties are being mailed. This time next year 
we’ll be planning for 
Garth’s graduation, 
and he’ll be making 
decisions on his fu-
ture, just as all his se-
nior friends are doing 
now.

I think about what 
it will be like when our 
youngest moves on 
and how hard it might 
be for me as a mom.

Dads and moms seem to handle this situation very 
differently, having their own perspectives on kids leaving 
home. While dads may look forward to less commotion 
around the house, lower grocery bills, and no longer hav-
ing to hide their favorite snack food in the bedroom closet, 
moms seem to dwell on how much they’ll miss that youngest 
child and worry about if they’ll be eating right and taking 
care of themselves.

One thing’s for sure is that dads defi nitely have an 
easier time cutting that umbilical cord.

It’s not like I haven’t been through this before, but that 
doesn’t make it any easier. Kids don’t always listen when 
you’re explaining to them how to take care of their own 
household, such as laundry. Before Garth’s brother moved 
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We welcome Letters to the Editor of up to 300 
words on any topic. Letters may be edited for clarity and 
length and must include your name, address, and day-
time phone number. Opinions expressed in columns, 
cartoons and letters represent the views of the authors. 
The deadline for letters is Thursdays at noon. 

A brief thought
A mother’s concerns

LETTER TO  l  THE EDITOR

Chris
Struwve

Guest Writer

Governor’s plan could leave many 
Minnesotans without health care
To the citizens of Aitkin County,

I am writing to share my 
concerns about the severe 
negative consequences that 
Governor Pawlenty’s proposed 
budget will have on Riverwood 
Healthcare Center and health 
care services in general for 
all Minnesotans. His proposal 
threatens to seriously under-
mine our already limited health 
care resources and diminish 
access to medical care. 

Governor Pawlenty intends 
to completely eliminate all 
adults from the MinnesotaCare 
program by 2011. Approxi-
mately 55,000 Minnesotans 
(adults without children) cur-
rently enrolled in Minneso-
taCare would lose their health 
coverage by July 1, and another 
29,000 individuals (adults with 
children) would lose their cov-
erage on January 1, 2011. If ap-
proved by the State Legislature, 
Minnesota’s uninsured rate 
would increase by 18 percent, 
thus leaving a number of Aitkin 
County area residents without 
health insurance.

The governor’s budget 
proposes to scale back the 
General Assistance Medical 
Care (GAMC) program. People 
receiving GAMC are the poor-
est of the poor, earning less 
than $7,800 per year. When 
serving Medicaid patients, Riv-
erwood is paid at 2002 costs. 
Since the Medicaid program 
has a dollar-for-dollar federal 
match, Riverwood would also 
lose out on federal reimburse-
ment as well.

Despite receiving $1.8 bil-
lion in federal stimulus funds 
for health care in Minnesota, 
the governor wants to use these 
dollars for other purposes. He is 
leaving health care organizations 
to bear overwhelming cuts in 
funding over the next two fi scal 
years.

Riverwood and other health 
care organizations are experienc-
ing a different climate today with 
a sharp increase in bad debt and 
charity care expenses and indi-
viduals deciding to delay medical 
care. Uncompensated care in 
Minnesota hospitals has nearly 
tripled in the past six years, 
from $237 million in 2002 to an 
estimated $601 million in 2008, 
as we struggle to care for the 
uninsured and underinsured. 

With direct and indirect 
cuts, and the loss of federal 
matching dollars, it is estimated 
that Minnesota hospitals could 
lose as much as $763 million if 
the governor’s budget were en-
acted. Our local hospital would 
lose more than $3.7 million 
over the next two years, and it 
is unclear what the impact will 
be for our clinics. This would 
jeopardize health care for many 

Aitkin County area residents and 
make it diffi cult for Riverwood to 
invest for the future, maintain the 
salaries and benefi ts of our em-
ployees, and remain competitive 
with the technologies necessary 
in today’s health care environ-
ment.

While I appreciate the tough 
job our state leaders face in 
balancing Minnesota’s budget, 
there is a great risk of leaving 
individuals, especially the poor 
and underprivileged, with little 
or no health insurance coverage, 
and the very real potential of 
damaging the infrastructure of 
Minnesota hospitals, including 
Riverwood Healthcare Center. 
I urge everyone to voice their 
concerns to our state legislators, 
Representative Loren Solberg 
and Senator Tom Saxhaug. Tell 
them how important having local 
access to high-quality health care 
services in Aitkin County is to 
you and your family members. 

––Mike Hagen, CEO
Riverwood Healthcare Center

Aitkin, Minn.

Dear Editor,

I wish everyone a surprise 
party! Have you ever been given 
one for your birthday or any 
other reason?

As some of you know, I was 
given one for my 90th birthday, 
and though the “surprise” part 
was let out of the bag, it was full 
of wonderful surprises and hugs 
from people near and far. Some 
came from as far away as Seattle, 
Washington; and Batavia, Il-
linois; as well as the Twin Cities 
and Cloquet. 

Even if you know it is com-

ing and, like me, tell your kids 
you don’t want a party, you will 
always remember it and thank ev-
eryone for giving it and coming.

When I was a teenager, there 
was a song about how peaceful it 
is in the country. I’m not sure it is 
always peaceful; I would change 

Everyone should have a surprise party
it to friendly and neighborly. I 
am happy to be home after being 
away for thirty years and wiggling 
my way back into the countryside 
with neighbors old and new. What 
a wonderful feeling.

––Eileen Keen
McGregor, Minn.

”
“When I was a teenager, there was a song about 
how peaceful it is in the country. I’m not sure it is 
always peaceful; I would change it to friendly and 
neighborly.”

— Eileen Keen, McGregor MN

”
With direct and indirect cuts, and the loss of 
federal matching dollars, it is estimated that 
Minnesota hospitals could lose as much as $763 
million if the governor’s budget were enacted.

––Mike Hagen, CEO
Riverwood Healthcare Center

see MOTHERS page 12
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“Credit problems? No problem!” No way. The 
Federal Trade Commission says no company can 
legally remove accurate and timely information from 
your credit report. Learn about managing credit 
and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A message from The 
Voyageur Press and the FTC.
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HELP WANTED: Have a position that needs fi lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it fi lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how.

FOR RENT: Have a home, cabin or commercial 
space that is empty? Get it rented today by placing 
it in the Voyageur Press. Call 218-768-3405 to get 
it listed at a great rate!

For Rent 600

For Sale: Large, round hay bales. Good hay. 
Reasonable. Call 218-768-4407.

Legals 700

Garage Sale 500

Legals 700

SEASONAL FULL-TIME HEAD COOK. 
July 12th-August 9th and additional hours during the 

off season as needed. Experience with food service 
and management desired.

Contact Sean Fogarty at 952-852-0101 x322 or 
e-mail sfogarty@friendshipventures.org

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE
 CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Chapter 333, Minnesota statutes; the 
undersigned, who is or will be conducting or trans-
acting a commercial business in the State of Min-
nesota under an assumed name, hereby certifi es:
1. The assumed name under which the business is 
or will be conducted is: Ole’s Resort.
2. The street address of the principal place of busi-
ness is or will be: 53037 223rd Place, McGregor, 
MN 55760.
3. The name and street address of all persons con-
ducting business under the above assumed names 
are: Kusick Real Estate, Inc., 3989 Central Ave NE, 
Suite 102, Columbia Heights, MN 55421.
4. I certify that I am authorized to sign this certifi cate 
and I further certify that I understand that, by signing 
this certifi cate, I am subject to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
certifi cate under oath.

Dated: April 15, 2009
Richard L Kusick Jr, President
Contact Person: Richard L. Kusick Jr
Telephone Number: 763-464-3414
May 5 and 12, 2009 .................................... 6.250

EAGLE TOWNSHIP
Board of Appeal and Equalization

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Board of 
Appeal and Equalization of the TOWNSHIP OF 
EAGLE in Carlton County, Minnesota will meet on 
Monday, May 18, 2009, at the Sno-Gophers Building 
in Cromwell at 10 o’clock a.m.

The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether 
taxable property in the Township has been properly 
valued and classifi ed by the assessor, and also to 
determine whether corrections need to be made.

If you believe the value of classifi cation of your 
property is incorrect, please contact your assessor’s 
offi ce to discuss your concerns. If you are still not 
satisfi ed with the valuation of classifi cation after 
conferring with your assessor, you may appear 
before the local board of appeal and equalization.  
The board shall review the issues, and shall make 
corrections as needed.  An appearance before your 
local board of appeal and equalization is required 
by law before an appeal can be taken to you county 
board of appeal and equalization.

Dated this 28th day of April, 2009
Carmen Martin 
Eagle Township Clerk
May 5 and 12, 2009 ....................................6.2656

FIRESIDE INN: Now taking applications for full and 
part time help. Immediate openings for servers, 
bussers, bartender and kitchen staff. Call Teddie 
at 218-768-3818.

PLANNING A GARAGE SALE? Let people know 
when and where. More foot traffi c means more po-
tential customers. Call 218-768-3405 today!

CARPENTER/HANDYMAN: No job too small. 218-
426-3711 or 218-316-0246 cell.

PLUMBERS 
Home Heating & Plumbing in Fargo has 
openings for journeyman plumbers with 
residential new construction or service 
experience. Top pay & full benefi ts. Move 
bonus available. 701 28th St. S, Fargo, 
ND 58103. 701/280-3400  
  

NO HOURLY WAGE 
Part-time, make obscene money showing 
a ten minute fl ip chart on adult stem cells. 
No competition, patented product, earn 
free BMW. 218/385-3404  

TRAINERS WANTED 
50 Year old distribution company seek-
ing online trainers. Flex hours. Need 
computer. www.burfuture.com  

100% RECESSION PROOF 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

 

BECOME AN INSURANCE 
CLAIM REPRESENTATIVE 

This profession offers interesting 
work and good compensation. Unique 
9-month program prepares you.  Classes 
begin in August.  Ridgewater College
 800/722-1151.  

DONATE VEHICLE: 
Receive $1,000 grocery coupons, your 
choice. Noah’s Arc, no kill animal shel-
ters. Advanced veterinary treatments. 
Free towing, IRS tax deduction. Non-run-
ners 866/912-GIVE

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
Minnesota statewide 200+ homes must 
be sold! REDC/Free Brochure. 
www.Auction.com   
  

IRON RIVER WISCONSIN 
Highest bidder! Starts at $149,900. 
New construction, 1,500 sf 3/2 ranch, 
w/o, w-d, all furniture, lg pine treed lot. 
Bidding end 5/26/09. 866/927-6757 
Halfmoonlakeestates.com 

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

COLORADO BANK FORECLOSURE 
35 AC $29,900. Enjoy 300 days of sun-
shine. Rocky Mtn. views, utilities. Excel-
lent fi nancing. 1st come, 1st serve! Call 
today 866/696-5263 x4940  

WALKER/PARK RAPIDS AREA 
3 lake chain 2.3 acres with lake views and 
150’ frontage on 7th Crow Wing Lake 
near Nevis. Only $79,950! www.Naterra-
Land.com/MNLand 800/765-5253  

THE DAY OF THE LORD IS HERE 
The fi nal generation is 61 years old. 
Survive the apocalypse. Go to: 
www.watchman333.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

AUTOMOBILE DONATION

FOR SALE

BOOKS

REAL ESTATE

HELP  WANTED

HOMES FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURESEDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY

LAND FOR SALE

Your ad here! 
Only $199 to reach a statewide audience of 

2 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

Trailer Home For Sale: 14’x70’ 1982 Schultz 
trailer home, 3BR, 1 BA, single hung windows, gas 
stove, refrig. and new water heater. $5,000 fi rm. 
Call Jerry at 763-226-9278.

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4
MCGREGOR, MINNESOTA 55760

Synopsis of Meeting
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education

Monday, April 27, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.
Room 201, 2nd Floor

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson 
Kulju at 6:00 p.m., with members DeWitt, Doten, 
Hietalati, Kruse, Maas, and Orbeck present. Kulju 
arrived at 6:04. Maas was absent. Also present were 
Superintendent/Principal Grams, Business Manager 
Marsyla and other interested parties.

Kruse made a motion, seconded by Doten, to ap-
prove the agenda. All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried unanimously.

Pledge of Allegiance

Comments and requests from visitors: 

There was a math presentation by Brenda Besch 
and Jen Thompson.
Kruse made a motion, seconded DeWitt, to approve 
the consent agenda. All voted in favor and the motion 
carried unanimously.
Approved minutes from 3/3/09 and 4/20/09.
Reviewed cash balance.
Reviewed expenditure/revenue guideline report.
Approved bills, claims and accounts for March 
2009.
Reviewed cash receipts for March 2009.
Reviewed Activity Fund report.
Accepted donations:
Tamarack Sno-Flyers Post Prom $100
Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Post Prom $500
Mille Lacs Electric Post Prom $500
McGregor Lions Club Post Prom $300
McGregor Fire Relief Post Prom $500
Approved extended leave for John Hadrich.
Approved Letter of Understanding for Mark 
Lemire.
Approved Facility Policy #902.
Approved Infi nity Joint Powers agreement.
Approved termination and non-renewal contract with 
Steve DeMars.
Approve OPEB Bonding not exceed 1.5 million 
dollars.

Superintendent/Principal Reported on the follow-
ing:
None
Assistant Principal Reported on the following:
Absent

Board Members Reported on the following:
None.

Changed regular board meeting to May 18th, 2009, 
at 6:00 pm.
No work session for May.

Discussion items:
Schedule and potential new hires.
Board members Larry Doten and Eric Kulju will hand 
out diplomas.
Two season passes donated to Brad Swedberg’s 
benefi t dinner.
Electrical audit.
Reviewed Capital requests.

Upcoming regular meeting on May 18th at 6:00 
p.m.

Enrollment update

Kruse made a motion, seconded by Maas, to adjourn 
at 7:47 p.m.

Mike Kruse, Clerk of School Board

Not yet approved
May 12, 2009 ..............................................6.2656

Place Your Legal Here!
Call 768-3405 to find out how.

Tent Rentals

Set up and take down included

Party Tent 
Rentals

Remember us for weddings, graduation 
parties and family reunions!

218-768-2523 • 218-340-4649

218-768-2523 • 218-340-4649218-768-2523 • 218-340-4649

PlaceYour
Legal Here!

The Voyageur Press is a legal 
newspaper. Make it YOUR 

legal newspaper today!

Call 768-3405 today
to find out how.

Phone: (218) 768-3405 • Fax: (218) 768-7046
E-mail: vpofmg@frontiernet.net

Visit us online: www.thevoyageurpress.com

Advertising and Editorial
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