
As our kids have been slowly moving out of the house over 
the years, and my husband and I may be experiencing that empty 
nester syndrome by 2011, I fi nd myself getting more and more 
attached to our dogs.

Jeff, my husband, 
decided they should be 
outdoor pets as their 
shedding  becomes 
overwhelming during 
the summer months. I 
agreed with him for my 
own selfi sh reasons.

One of the hardest 
things I’ve had to deal 
with is losing a beloved 
family pet. Several years 
ago when one of our dogs was run over by the bus, someone 
said to me, “At least she was an outdoor pet; if she was inside all 
the time, you would’ve been a lot more attached to her.”

 So in hopes of easing that pain, I decided that if the dogs 
are outside, I won’t really get that attached to them. Of course 
last winter was far too cold to keep them outside.

Yes, they inhabited our house from November ‘til March. 
It was like having two big bulls in a china shop. There was 
chaos every day.

Otis never seemed to get used to our pergo fl ooring and 
continually emulated Bambi slipping and sliding on the ice. 
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There’s one in every family.
We go for a hike in the forest, and the majority 

of us return with wild fl owers and interesting stones. 
There will be the one, however, who comes back with 
something much more personal: poison ivy.

He’s the child with skinned knees from bike 
spills, bruised elbows courtesy of climbing trees, a 
split lip after a trip down the slide, and a wart from 
only who knows where.

He’s made more visits to the emergency room 
than the rest of us put together. A romp in the woods 
resulted in stitches. He’s dislocated his elbow – twice. 
His brothers need barely brush past him and his nose 
bleeds profusely. When he goes barefoot, he is almost 
certain to step on glass. He goes to bed and wakes up 
with a Charley horse. The mosquitoes and wood ticks 
prefer him over any other member of the family.

At any given moment, he can be counted on to 
have at least one sliver, hang nail and probably a 
couple of blisters. Some or all will be bleeding. If I 
didn’t know better, I’d swear he was born to keep 
the Band-Aid company in business.

This week, we’re dealing with a three-fer; the 
trifecta of injuries arrived courtesy of the trunk of 
a large oak tree: (1) There is a silver dollar sized 
scrape on his left cheek; (2) His eyelid is purple; (3) 
Somehow in the process he also hurt his knee. 

Trees can be formidable opponents.
Immediately following the incident he was de-

spondent. Pain is no fun. None of the usual comfort 
measures proved comforting. The Band Aid wouldn’t 
fi t on his knee. The ice pack was too cold. Even a 
Popsicle didn’t possess its usual magic. 

I re-examined his wounds, and without giving it 
much thought, mentioned that he’d probably have a 
black eye by the next morning. He perked up at the 
mention of a shiner.

“Really?” he asked, his uninjured eye bright 
with anticipation.

When you are seven-years-old, there is some-
thing admirable about a black eye. It is like the 
Mount Everest of injury. A blister might be a cause 
for sympathy; a hangnail may elicit a little TLC; but a 
black eye is just plain cool. When it comes to injury, 

a black eye says, “Respect me,” “I’m tough,” and 
“You should see the dent I put in the tree.”

 My son spent the rest of the evening gazing 
into the bathroom mirror, waiting (hoping?) for 
the shiner to 
appear.

U n f o r -
tunately, the 
whole black 
e y e  t h i n g 
d i d n ’ t  p a n 
out. Florence 
Nightingale I 
am not. While 
his scab was 
sizeable and 
noteworthy, his eyelid a regal shade of purple, and 
his knee scraped and bloody, his injuries were not 
(sigh) accompanied by broken and blackened blood 
vessels under the eye.

It was a bit of a blow, but still, he collided with 
a tree and lived to tell about it. That was something 
worth remembering.

So, the next day, to make up for my lack of 
ESP regarding black eyes, I captured the event on 
video as he reenacted the tree scraping incident 
– in slow motion – showing how he had his eyes 
closed (while running) and the tree just came up 
out of nowhere (in the same place it’s been rooted 
his entire life), stopping him not-quite-dead-but-
nearly-so in his tracks.

He’s only seven. Hes got lots of years to crash 
bikes, smash trees as well as slash, bash and mash 
the rest of his body all in the name of play. For 
someone with his aptitude, there’s got to be a black 
eye somewhere in his future. I guess we can only 
hope.

Or not.

 Jill Pertler is a syndicated columnist and 
award-winning freelance writer. She appreciates 
your comments and can be reached at pertmn@
qwest.net, or you can check out her website at http://
marketing-by-design.home.mchsi.com/.

When you are seven-years-old, there is something admirable about a black 
eye. It is like the Mount Everest of injury. … a black eye says, “Respect 
me,” “I’m tough,” and “You should see the dent I put in the tree.”
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“We can erase your bad credit — 100% guar-
anteed.” The Federal Trade Commission says 
any credit repair company that claims to be able to 
legally remove accurate and timely information from 
your credit report is lying. There’s no easy fi x for bad 
credit. It takes time and a conscious effort to pay 
your debts. Learn about managing credit and debt 
at ftc.gov/credit. A message from The Voyageur 
Press and the FTC.
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HOUSE FOR RENT: 1 bedroom house in Boyd’s 
trailer park. $400/month, includes utilities. 218-
768-2229.

HOUSE FOR RENT: 3 bedroom home on Sandy 
River. Garage and dock included. 218-821-7414.

HOUSE FOR RENT: 4 miles south of McGregor 
on 60 acres. 2 BR, 1 BA. $500/month plus utilities. 
218-768-2575.

FOR RENT: Mobile home lot on 30 acres plus 
outbuildings. Call 218-768-2604.

For Sale: 8’ Ford bedliner. $100. 218-768-2369.

For Sale: Buffalo Tools 2000 watt generator. $160. 
218-768-2369.

For Sale: White portable sewing machine. Used 
once, $250. Electric typewriter in good condition, 
$75. Lift chair, $100. 218-426-3539.

Building For Sale: $1.00. Must be moved from 
premises, Old Minnesota National Clubhouse. 
Contact Wayne or Darrel at 218-426-4444, ext. 2.

1987 Honda 350 ATV: All wheel and 4-wheel 
drive. New brakes, brake cable, brake lights, bat-
tery. Trailer hitch and rebuilt carburetor. $1,000 
fi rm. 218-768-2369 or 218-310-1578.

COOK’S HELPER: ISD #4 McGregor is looking 
for a cook’s helper part time from 10:00 to 2:00 
pm.  Please call Paul Grams if you are interested 
at 218-768-2111 ext 226

BAKER: McGregor Baking Co. is hiring a part-time 
baker. Please call 218-768-2253 Monday–Friday 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

HEAD SCHOOL CUSTODIAN with TRANSPORTA-
TION and MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES: 
The Cromwell-Wright School seeks a person with 
the following skills, experience and qualifi cations: 
high school diploma, mechanical/handyman, gener-
al vehicle maintenance, building and grounds main-
tenance, building cleaning, personnel supervision, 
record keeping, organizational skills, people skills, 
communication skills, student/children experience.

Training or experience in the following is a plus: 
geothermal heat pumps and/or refrigeration, and 
equipment maintenance. Completion of a school 
bus driver’s license will be required of selected 
candidate.

The position is full-time. Hourly wage is depen-
dent on qualifi cations. Benefi ts available.

Apply to Herb Hilinski, Superintendent, Cromwell-
Wright School District. 5624 Hwy. 210, Cromwell, 
MN 55726. Include the following: application letter, 
completed Application Form (available from the 
District Offi ce at 218-644-3737 ext. 0), Resumé, 
letters of recommendation, 3 references.

Application deadline: 4:00 p.m. on Friday, August 
28, 2009. Start date: to be determined but not later 
than November 1, 2009.

HELP WANTED: Have a position that needs fi lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it fi lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how.

AITKIN COUNTY HAS AN OPENING ON THE 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEE:

1. Aitkin County Housing & Redevelopment Author-
ity Board (HRA)

*At Large 08/09 to 11/09 unfulfi lled term
fi ve-year term, 11/09 to 11/14

This committee meets 13 times each year. Travel 
required. Qualifi cations include participation and 
knowledge of housing programs in the service area. 
Applications are being accepted through Thursday, 
August 13, 2009. Please call (218) 927-7276 for 
more information. The Aitkin County Board of Com-
missioners will make the selection.

Function: To address itself to the housing problems 
of the county, such as substandard or blighted areas 
which cannot be redeveloped without government 
assistance or the shortage of decent, safe and 
sanitary housing available to persons of low income: 
initiate grant applications to state and federal agen-
cies for construction of housing.

Qualifi cations: Resident of Aitkin County: Member-
ship is based on geographical basis; knowledge of 
housing needs of the county. Current participation 
in a Housing Program in the service area. Genuine 
interest in affordable Housing programs.

Compensation: Mileage; $35.00 per diem; expenses 
for out-of-town trips.

Meetings: 13 meetings each year (monthly plus 
annual) – 4th Monday of each month at 9:30 a.m.

RV DELIVERY DRIVERS 
needed.  Deliver RVs, boats and trucks 
for PAY! Deliver to all 48 states 
and CN. For details, log on to 
w w w . R V d e l i v e r y j o b s . c o m   
 

AVON REPS 
needed. Part time in your area. No 
Bosses, No Layoffs. Call to see if 
you qualify. Carol, ISR 877/428-6640  

BUSINESS-2-BUSINESS SALES 
Management opportunities in Minne-
sota for licensed life/health insurance 
managers. Colonial Life offers ben-
efi ts communication, enrollment services 
and voluntary benefi ts to employers of 
all sizes.  First year $60k and up.  EOE 
company. Call Kim 866/667-0009  

HVAC SERVICE TECHNICIAN 
wanted ASAP. Two years experience 
required. Pay DOE and good ben-
efi ts. Send inquiries to: Paschke Heat-
ing, PO Box 9235, Fargo, ND 58106.  

OTR FLATBED DRIVERS WANTED 
Nice equipment, good hometime, good 
miles. Family company. 507/240-1080 (If 
no answer, please leave message). Also, 
offer friendly, good rate per mile dispatch-
ing services for truck owners.   

ABLE TO TRAVEL 
Hiring eight people, no experience neces-
sary, transportation & lodging furnished, 
expense paid training.  Work/travel entire 
U.S.  Start immediately call 877/936-7468  
www.protekchemical.com

ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DONATE VEHICLE: 
Receive $1,000 grocery coupons, your 
choice. Noah’s Arc, no kill animal shel-
ters. Advanced veterinary treatments. 
Free towing, IRS tax deduction. Non-run-
ners 866/912-GIVE  

LIVE TELEVISED 
real estate auctions 3pm EST, Aug. 22. 
70+ homes. Sell absolute. Bid online wil-
liamsauction.com/absolute Watch on Dish 
Network Ch. 217 and DirecTV ch. 347. 
800/801-8003  

UNINSURED? NEED 
AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE? 

Call our free community referral line for 
medical, dental and mental health ser-
vices and health care coverage options. 
866/489-4899 or 651/489-CARE  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

SEMI TRAILERS 
for rent or sale for storage. Rent by 
week, month, year. Tractors for sale 2003 
Internationals & 2004 Freightliners. 
J-Mar Enterprises, Inc. Contact Gene 
701/277-0039.   

LAND FORECLOSURE 
SOUTHERN COLORADO 

warranty deed, survey. Rocky Mtn. views, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5340 www.coloradolandbargains.com  
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Advertise here 
statewide in 240 

newspapers for only 
$199 per week! Call 

800-279-2979.

General 140

Tent Rentals

Set up and take down included

Party Tent 
Rentals

Remember us for weddings, graduation 
parties and family reunions!
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