
Question: My daughter is presently 15 years old and has 
taken the 30-hour classroom instruction at school. She 
passed her written test and is enrolled in the “behind the 
wheel” driving class. 
I understand that she 
will need to be with a 
licensed driver (over 
21 years of age) while 
developing her skills 
in driving in different 
scenarios (night driv-
ing, city and highway 
driving, etc.). I have 
been told that she 
needs to clock in at 
least 30 hours behind the wheel with her parent(s) before 
she takes her driving test in October. Is that correct? 
Could you give us parents of teenagers a breakdown of 
the steps these 15–16 year olds need to do in order to 
obtain their driver’s license? 

Answer: Yes, I can, and you had it pretty much correct 

The last couple of weeks have focused on frogs. 
(Or are they toads? Despite all our fact-fi nding 
I’m never quite sure.) We created a frog-friendly 
terrarium in a 10-gallon fi sh tank that we covered 
with netting to allow for the necessity of frog 
breathing.

We’ve watched our frogs jump on the rocks we 
positioned to resemble an outdoor environment. 
We’ve seen them swim in the water we collected 
from the lake. 
We’ve looked 
on as they 
use their suc-
tion-cupped 
feet to perch 
on the wall 
of their new 
home. And, 
w e ’ v e  s a t 
mesmerized 
as our frogs 
catch the fl ying insects that we fi nd and place in 
their habitat.

Our frogs have names. There is Greenie, Fred-
die and, of course, Froggie. The bigger frogs are 
the moms and dads, and the little frogs are the 
babies. Some of the smallest frogs still have hints 
of their tadpole tails visible if you look real close. 
And believe me, we do.

It’s been a fun learning experience – the out-
doors has been our classroom, with the critters 
all around serving as teachers. The lessons help 
us learn and grow. Sometimes in unsuspecting 
ways.

Like this morning, when my son came to wake 
me.

“Good news, Mom!” he said tugging at my cov-
ers at an hour much too early for numbers. “The 
frogs we brought home from the lake are in love! 
They are sitting on top of each other!”

 Jill Pertler is a syndicated columnist and award-
winning freelance writer. She appreciates your 
comments and can be reached at pertmn@qwest.
net, or you can check out her website at http://
marketing-by-design.home.mchsi.com/.
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If it creeps, crawls, slithers, slides, hops, squirms, 
shimmies, swims, fl oats, fl ies, fl itters, spreads its 
wings or wiggles its antenna, it is fair game for my 
little boy’s catchin’ net.

During the summer, the net is securely attached 
to the end of his arm, because you never know when 
a really good critter will cross your path. Critters tend 
to cross his ever-watchful path all the time.

There are critters with shiny, smooth skin the 
color of Granny Smith apples. Tiny specks of critters 
no bigger than a grain of sand. Critters with long 
and infi nitesimally thin legs. Critters with wings so 
transparent you can see sunlight glinting through 
them. Slimy sluggy critters. Fuzzy-wuzzy critters. 
Spotted critters. Striped critters.

Our house has been home to them all.
It’s not uncommon for Monarch butterfl y crit-

ters to fl itter in our living room. Dragonfl ies inhabit 
the kitchen. They land on windowsills and mini 
blinds, and perch there until my son prods them to 
move with his curious fi ngers and all-encompassing 
catchin’ net.

When he isn’t in possession of his net, he uses 
his bare hands. Frogs, toads and baby bullheads 
have all been cupped gently in his curved palms, as 
he brings them into the house to show us his real-
live treasures.

We set up houses for them in buckets, jars, 
aquariums and whatever else we can fi nd. Along 
the way, we learn lots of interesting facts about our 
newfound friends.

Monarchs will stick out their long tongues to 
drink fruit juice when you pour it on a sponge. 
Frogs and toads like living, breathing food that fl ies 
and fl itters. Daddy ladybugs are smaller than the 
mommies. Dragonfl ies eat mosquitoes and look ab-
solutely nothing like dragonfl ies before they become 
dragonfl ies. Ants never sleep.

Fried spiders taste like nuts. (We don’t know 
this fi rsthand, just from the Internet.) Bullheads 
can learn to eat fi sh food from the pet store, but it 
takes awhile. If you let a mosquito bite you, you can 
watch as her body fi lls up with your blood; you know 
the mosquito is a girl because boy mosquitoes don’t 
bite humans. Most of the butterfl ies we see are really 
moths. Grasshoppers and crickets are hard to catch 
when they are let loose in the living room.

GUEST l PERSPECTIVES
Parents and their youth drivers need 
to be aware of the rules pertaining 
to driving with a permit before teens 
receive their driver’s license.

$3-5K PER WEEK 
Average drivers earn $2-3K per week. 
Top drivers can earn twice that much and 
more. Call for interview 888/541-2266.   
  

RV DELIVERY DRIVERS 
needed.  Deliver RVs, boats and trucks for 
PAY! Deliver to all 48 states and CN. For 
details, log on to www.RVdeliveryjobs.com   

AVON REPS 
needed. Part time in your area. No 
Bosses, No Layoffs. Call to see if 
you qualify. Carol, ISR 877/428-6640  

BUSINESS-2-BUSINESS SALES 
Management opportunities in Minnesota 
for licensed life/health insurance manag-
ers. Colonial Life offers benefi ts com-
munication, enrollment services and vol-
untary benefi ts to employers of all sizes.  
First year $60k and up.  EOE company. 
Call Kim 866/667-0009  

DONATE VEHICLE: 
Receive $1,000 grocery coupons, your 
choice. Noah’s Arc, no kill animal 
shelters. Advanced veterinary treat-
ments. Free towing, IRS tax deduction. 
Non-runners 866/912-GIVE  

COMPANY DRIVERS WANTED: 
Terminals in Fargo, Bismarck, ND. J-
Mar 701/277-0039. Also hiring CDL 
owners/operators. Pull our dry vans, all 
miles paid. Tractors available for lease/
purchase.   
  

DRIVERS 
Owner operators welcome. OTR Hopper 
company. 250,000 miles experience, 24 
years or older. Home often. Good miles. 
Benefi ts. F&M Transport, West Fargo, 
ND 701/282-0476.  

ELECTRIC SUPERINTENDENT-MN
Elbow Lake position. Supervise the 
Municipal Electric System, 2 linemen, 
2 substation system. Competitive sal-
ary, benefi ts. 218/685-4483, City of 
Elbow Lake, PO 1079, 56531. EOE  

ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

UNINSURED? NEED 
AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE? 

Call our free community referral line 
for medical, dental and mental health 
services and health care coverage op-
tions. 866/489-4899 or 651/489-CARE  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
Minnesota Statewide. 200+ Homes 
must be sold! REDC | Free Brochure 
www.Auction.com. Brkr 40040398  

LAND FORECLOSURE 40 ACRES 
$29,900 Southern Colorado. Warranty 
deed, survey. Rocky Mtn. views, utili-
ties. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5340 www.coloradolandbargains.com  
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Your ad here! 
Only $199 to reach a statewide audience of 

2 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

Advertise here 
statewide in 240 

newspapers for only 
$199 per week! Call 

800-279-2979.
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“We can erase your bad credit — 100% guar-
anteed.” The Federal Trade Commission says 
any credit repair company that claims to be able to 
legally remove accurate and timely information from 
your credit report is lying. There’s no easy fi x for bad 
credit. It takes time and a conscious effort to pay 
your debts. Learn about managing credit and debt 
at ftc.gov/credit. A message from The Voyageur 
Press and the FTC.

For Sale 400

HOUSE FOR RENT: 3 bedroom home on Sandy 
River. Garage and dock included. 218-821-7414.

MOBILE HOME FOR RENT: 4 miles south of 
McGregor on 60 acres. 3 BR. $400/month plus 
utilities. 218-768-2575.

FOR RENT: Have a home, cabin or commercial 
space that is empty? Get it rented today by placing 
it in the Voyageur Press. Call 218-768-3405 to get 
it listed at a great rate!

For Rent 600

For Sale: 8’ Ford bedliner. $100. 218-768-2369.

For Sale: Buffalo Tools 2000 watt generator. $160. 
218-768-2369.

For Sale: 1969 18’ Larson boat w/1983 Chrysler 
114hp outboard and 1969 Spartan trailer and ex-
tras. $1,000 FIRM. Will consider trade. Call Dave 
at 218-390-2036.

Applications are being taken to update the Merit 
System Register for the following positions at the 
Aitkin County Health & Human Services Agency; 
Accounting Technician, Case Aide, Child Support 
Offi cer, Family Based Services Provider, Financial 
Worker, Offi ce Support Specialist (clerical), Public 
Health Nurse and Social Worker. Applications should 
be submitted online at http://merit.dhs.state.mn.us 
or by contacting Aitkin County Health & Human 
Services at 218-927-7200 or toll free 1-800-328-
3744. AA/EOE

MCGREGOR SCHOOL DISTRICT has the following 
part-time 21st CCLC Afterschool Grant positions 
available for the 2009–10 school year: Grades 1–4 
Enrichment Instructor/Coordinator; Grades 5–8 
Enrichment Instructor/Coordinator; Chess Club In-
structor/Coordinator. Compensation based on quali-
fi cations. Send applications to ISD #4, 21st CCLC 
Director, P.O. Box 160, McGregor, MN 55760.

HELP WANTED: Have a position that needs fi lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it fi lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how.

Employment 200

ANGELS, a Living at Home/Block Nurse 
Program in McGregor, Minn., is looking for a 
part-time PROGRAM DIRECTOR. Preferred 
qualifi cations: • 2 years post secondary level • 2 
years experience in health and human services 
and in program development • budget manage-
ment • group facilitation and public speaking 
• volunteer management • fi scal procurement 
and grant proposals. Must have knowledge of 
services for elderly persons and demonstrate 
skill in written and oral communication. This 
position reports to the Board of Directors. Submit 
resumé and cover letter by September 10, 2009, 
to: Angels LAH/BNP, attn: Mr. Mike Wayrynen, 
7 South Maddy Street, P.O. Box 35, McGregor, 
MN 55760. EOE.

For Sale 400

For Sale: 1996 portable hunting shack with 4 
holes for ice fi shing. Straight axle w/ 4 corner jack 
stands. 2 bunks, stove/oven, heater, many extras. 
$1,000 FIRM. Will consider trade. Call Dave at 
218-390-2036.

For Sale: Weslo Cadence TS 310 treadmill. 3 
years old but only used four times. Slide bar speed 
control. Paid $350 for it new. Asking $150. 218-
232-5929 or 218-768-2973.

1987 Honda 350 ATV: All wheel and 4-wheel 
drive. New brakes, brake cable, brake lights, bat-
tery. Trailer hitch and rebuilt carburetor. $1,000 
fi rm. 218-768-2369 or 218-310-1578.


