
I recently got back from a relaxing family vacation. It 
took us months to decide what to do and where to go this 
summer, and because of our schedules, we decided to con-
dense our vacation to under a week, which made planning 
even more diffi cult.

The vacation had to be a “fun” one, as our son Garth 
and grandson Brody 
were joining us; so back 
in March, we started 
checking out destina-
tions and pricing. (Were 
we in for a rude awak-
ening!)

My husband want-
ed to take a vacation 
similar to one he took 
as a youngster when he 
and his parents took a 
road trip to Montana. 
They have fond memories of fi shing and horseback riding 
during their vacation.

We, however, searched for months for a vacation spot 
in Montana, trying to re-create a similar experience, but 
could fi nd nothing – at least not at the price we were will-
ing to spend.

Then there was Rapid City, South Dakota, a place I 
had visited as a child. However, this too was a long way to 

the toys were when they were being spray-painted – 
which, when I think of it, would have been a much 
better question anyway.

The answer wasn’t what I expected – in part 
because they misunderstood my question, and in 
part because their reply was shocking.

The toys 
were  r i gh t 
here, in the 
b a t h r o o m , 
they answered 
as if I should 
have known 
that already. 
We  s p r a y -
painted them 
there,  they 
said, pointing at the newly-green polka-dot sink.

I set down the scrubbing pad so I could put 
100 percent of my energy into the mad-mom glare 
I was working up.

The bathroom! I said the two words with as 
much exclamation as I could muster. The bathroom! 
I said it again, to hammer my point home.

You were spray painting. In this bathroom?
The boys did their best to look sheepish and 

forlorn.
Meanwhile I was scanning the rest of the room 

for more green paint. I could only imagine where 
it had landed.

Miraculously, it was nowhere besides the sink. 
That fact still surprises me. We dodged a green 
bullet there.

It’s been quite a summer. My boys are young, 
busy and curious. I’m not sure how many more of 
their youthful adventures I can handle. Some days I 
think I can’t wait for them to grow up so I can have 
an orderly house where the carpet is clean, beds are 
made, bikes are not spray-painted and white sinks 
remain white.

I’m not there yet. That fact became clear this 
morning when I went into the bathroom to clean 
the sink. My scrubbing hadn’t been as thorough as 
I thought. There, on the left-hand-side, near the 
upper corner were three small green dots of paint. 
My fi rst instinct should have been to scrub them 
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Quality family time

It was just green paint. Splattered. In our bath-
room sink.

I didn’t give it more than a second thought. In 
my house, green paint in the bathroom sink is hardly 
cause for alarm.

Besides, I knew they had access to spray paint. 
I bought it for them. They were painting their bikes 
in an attempt to rejuvenate and make them last 
through the rest of the waning summer. I didn’t 
want to spring for new bikes so I relented with the 
spray paint. It was another weak moment on the 
mommy-meter. But that’s another article.

Back to the green paint in the bathroom. Not a 
federal offense, yet cause for a customary series of 
questions. You know, the usual: Who, What, Where, 
When and Why.

To be honest, I fi gured someone got green paint 
on his hands and was a little messy in cleaning it off. 
Even after all these years, I can be quite naive.

I rustled them up and began the interrogation. 
At the same time, I attempted to remove the green 
paint with a washcloth.

The boys were incredulous. Green paint? 
Where? They didn’t know about any green paint!

I showed them the sink.
Oh, that green paint! Yes, maybe they remem-

bered something about that.
The washcloth was completely ineffective. The 

paint was securely attached to the once-white sink. 
I applied more soap, scrubbed harder and continued 
questioning.

How did the green paint get into the sink?
They looked at each other, then back to me. 

Then they admitted to using the spray paint. Without 
supervision. Duh.

They weren’t telling me anything new. I swapped 
the washcloth for one of those non-scratching pads 
and really put my shoulder into it.

I wondered out loud: What were they spray-
painting?

The answer was simple – toys.
The green paint had adhered itself in a common 

splatter pattern of small, evenly spaced dots. I rubbed 
the scrubbing pad in a circular motion, and the paint 
started to break free from the surface of the sink.

I turned back to my boys. Where were the toys 
they were spray painting?

I was asking them where the toys were at that 
moment. My boys thought I wanted to know where 

When green paint becomes 
more than green paint

A brief thought
GUEST l PERSPECTIVES

LETTER TO l THE EDITOR
Dear Editor:

The men and women of American Legion Post 
23 will once again be selling wild rice brats and other 
food items on September 4 and 5 during Wild Rice 
Days. They will be located across from the post of-
fi ce in McGregor.

The ladies auxiliary will be at the location on 
Friday from noon to 6:00 p.m. This year the ladies 
are introducing a new dish, the “Frito Pie,” which 
was a big hit at Hey Day in Tamarack. Come try it, 
it’s delicious!

The men will be there Saturday beginning at 
10:00 a.m.

We are proud to say that our organization uses 
all funds raised to serve veterans, their families 
and the community. Please come and support our 
cause.

Arturo Orosco
Commander 

American Legion Post 23
McGregor, Minnesota
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“We can remove bankruptcies, judgments, liens, 
and bad loans from your credit fi le forever!” If 
you’ve got bad credit, the last thing you need is a 
credit repair scam. The Federal Trade Commission 
says no company can legally remove accurate or 
timely information from your credit report. Learn 
about managing credit and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A 
message from The Voyageur Press and the FTC.

HOUSE FOR RENT: 3 bedroom home on Sandy 
River. Garage and dock included. 218-821-7414.

FOR RENT: Have a home, cabin or commercial 
space that is empty? Get it rented today by placing 
it in the Voyageur Press. Call 218-768-3405 to get 
it listed at a great rate!

For Rent 600

For Sale: 8’ Ford bedliner. $100. 218-768-2369.

For Sale: Buffalo Tools 2000 watt generator. $160. 
218-768-2369.

For Sale: 1969 18’ Larson boat w/1983 Chrysler 
114hp outboard and 1969 Spartan trailer and ex-
tras. $1,000 FIRM. Will consider trade. Call Dave 
at 218-390-2036.

For Sale: 1996 portable hunting shack with 4 holes 
for ice fi shing. Straight axle w/4 corner jack stands. 
2 bunks, stove/oven, heater, many extras. $1,000 
FIRM. Will consider trade. Call Dave at 218-390-
2036.

For Sale: Weslo Cadence TS 310 treadmill. 3 
years old but only used four times. Slide bar speed 
control. Paid $350 for it new. Asking $150. 218-
232-5929 or 218-768-2973.

HEAD START HOME VISITOR: Early Childhood 
degree or Child Development Associate (CDA) 
credential preferred; full-time position, competitive 
salary, full benefi ts. Minorities encouraged to apply. 
Criminal background check required for position, 
results of which are favorable. For information, ap-
plication, and/or special disability accommodations, 
please contact Lakes and Pines C.A.C., Inc., an 
Equal Opportunity Employer, 1700 Maple Avenue 
East, Mora, MN 55051-1227; (320) 679-1800x137 
or www.lakesandpines.org. Application deadline is 
noon, Friday, September 4, 2009.

HELP WANTED: Have a position that needs fi lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it fi lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how.

Garage Sale 500

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE: Thurs., Sept 3 & 
Fri., Sept. 4, 8:00–4:00 p.m. at Boyd’s Trailer Park. 
Furniture, toys, clothes and more.

HUGE GARAGE SALE! Thursday, Sept. 3, noon 
to 5:30. Fri., Sept. 4 through Sun., Sept. 6, 8:00 
to 5:30. Misc., furniture, swim toys, kitchen items, 
knickknacks. North on Hwy. 65, turn east at 
Sather’s Store onto Co. Rd. 14, then two miles to 
493rd Lane. Watch for signs.

HUGE GARAGE SALE! Thurs., Sept. 3 and Fri., 
Sept. 4 — 8:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m. at MINNEWAWA 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, 20322 Goshawk Street 
(Ctry. Rd 6).

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE: Fri., Sept. 4 
– Monday, Sept. 7, 8:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m. From 
McGregor go 7 miles north on Hwy. 65, 7 miles 
east on Co. Rd. 14, on the left hand side.

PLANNING A GARAGE SALE? Let people know 
when and where. More foot traffi c means more po-
tential buyers. Call 218-768-3405 today!

ANGELS, a Living at Home/Block Nurse 
Program in McGregor, Minn., is looking for a 
part-time PROGRAM DIRECTOR. Preferred 
qualifi cations: • 2 years post secondary level • 2 
years experience in health and human services 
and in program development • budget manage-
ment • group facilitation and public speaking 
• volunteer management • fi scal procurement 
and grant proposals. Must have knowledge of 
services for elderly persons and demonstrate 
skill in written and oral communication. This 
position reports to the Board of Directors. Submit 
resumé and cover letter by September 10, 2009, 
to: ANGELS LAH/BNP, attn: Mr. Mike Wayrynen, 
7 South Maddy Street, P.O. Box 35, McGregor, 
MN 55760. EOE.

For Sale 400

COMPANY DRIVERS WANTED: 
Terminals in Fargo, Bismarck, ND. 
J-Mar 701/277-0039. Also hiring CDL 
owners/operators. Pull our dry vans, all 
miles paid. Tractors available for 
lease/purchase.   
 

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Get prehire by Werner, Swift and 
others. Earn $42,000+ your fi rst year, plus 
benefi ts. No experience needed. Training 
classes start weekly. Call 877/459-6044  

OTR FLATBED DRIVERS 
wanted. Good miles, nice equipment, 
good home-time. 507/240-2279 If no 
answer please message.   

BUSINESS-2-BUSINESS SALES 
Management opportunities in Minnesota 
for licensed life/health insurance manag-
ers. Colonial Life offers benefi ts com-
munication, enrollment services and vol-
untary benefi ts to employers of all sizes.  
First year $60k and up.  EOE company. 
Call Kim 866/667-0009  

EXPERIENCED MEAT CUTTER: 
Excellent wage, benefi ts, retirement plan. 
Duties include meat cutting, sausage 
making, ordering and merchandising.  
Contact bronsonsupervalu@westriv.com
 701/873-5293  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience neces-
sary, transportation & lodging furnished, 
expense paid training.  Work/travel entire 
U.S.  Start immediately. Call 386/214-
2260  www.protekchemical.com   

ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DONATE VEHICLE: 
Receive $1,000 grocery coupons, your 
choice. Noah’s Arc, no kill animal 
shelters. Advanced veterinary treat-
ments. Free towing, IRS tax deduction. 
Non-runners 866/912-GIVE  

GRAPE STOMP & WINE FESTIVAL
Carlos Creek Winery, Alexandria. 
September 11-13, 2009, 100+ food & 
art vendors, Lamont Cranston, plus 6 
bands! www.carloscreekwinery.com  

UNINSURED? NEED 
AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE? 

Call our free community referral line 
for medical, dental and mental health 
services and health care coverage op-
tions. 866/489-4899 or 651/489-CARE  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

MOTOR GRADERS FOR SALE: 
Three 2004 143H Cat Motor Graders; 
low hours. Bids accepted until Septem-
ber 8, 2009. Call 701/473-5340 or e-mail 
bserickson@nd.gov for information.  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
Minnesota Statewide. 200+ Homes 
must be sold! REDC | Free Brochure 
www.Auction.com. Brkr 40040398  

LAND FORECLOSURE 40 ACRES
$29,900 Southern Colorado. War-
ranty deed, survey. Rocky Mtn. views, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5340 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

MIDWEST HOTEL FURNITURE 
Liquidators, LLC. Centrally located 
in Alexandria, MN. 320/763-5361 
Visit online for our current hotel fur-
niture acquisitions. Public welcome! 
www.HotelFurnitureGuy.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

AUTOMOBILE DONATION
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HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Advertise here statewide in 240 
newspapers for only $199 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979.

Upgrade your water 
heater with propane and 
get up to $1,500 back.

Make the  
Federal Tax Credits 

work for you.

To learn more and find a 
propane retailer near you, 

visit mnpropane.com

 Sunday, 
Sept. 13, 2009

Forty Club Convention Center
Aitkin, MN

Marty and Linda Berg - Auctioneers

3:00 p.m. 
Reception

4:30 p.m. 
Dinner

5:30 p.m.
Auction

Donation: $15AITKIN COUNTY

DFL FUNDRAISERDFL FUNDRAISER

Please bring a food shelf contribution.
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