
McGregor
Jct. Hwys. 210 & 65

218-768-7000
1-800-294-6154

Aitkin
312 Minnesota Ave. N.

218-927-3213
1-800-294-2863

Dr. Douglas Landsverk
Dr. Steven Kinzer

Optometrists:

AMAZING GRACE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.
McGregor VFW
218-768-2234

ROUND LAKE  
PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. J. Yingling
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

County Rd. 6

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.

Cromwell, Minn.

BIG SANDY   
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Pastor Stephen Demars
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Big Sandy Lake

FLOODWOOD 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

11698 Highway 8
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday service 10:15 a.m. 

218-768-3331

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Pastor Russell Christensen
Sunday worship 8:45 a.m.

99 S. 1st., McGregor
218-768-3331

GRACE LUTHERAN LOG 
CHURCH (ELCA)
 Pastor Erika Foss

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m. 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.

Wright, Minn.
218-644-3640

VICTORY MISSION 
CHURCH

Pastor Jack Gould
Mable Street

McGregor, Minn.

TAMARACK CHURCH 

OF CHRIST

218-768-3651

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Send your news to 
vpofmg.me@frontier.com

Fax 218-768-7046
Call 218-768-3405
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WORX TRIMMERS
LOG SPLITTER ENGINES

Proud sponsor of the Faith Pages

www.DolmarPowerProducts.com

Advertise on the FAITH PAGES

SPONSOR THE FAITH PAGES contact John DeMaster 218-768-3405

A working relationship

Sherida
Nett

Faith 
Page 
Columnist

Finding a cure for textaholics

Faith page proudly sponsored by:Faith page proudly sponsored by:

CHURCH I NEWS

Voyageur Press
September 6, 20116 FaithFaith

BY REV. JAMES L. SNYDER
Family of God Fellowship

 
Recently, the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 

and Yours Truly upgraded our lives with cell phones. 
Up to this time, I just assumed the cell phone was what 
a prisoner used.

My wife and I drug our feet for a long time until we 
fi nally took the plunge. Both of us fi nally went to the 
cell phone store and signed up for cell phone service. 
Now, that we have upgraded our lifestyle, life has be-
come rather easy for us.

I really did not know how the simple act of signing 
up for cell phone service would so drastically change 
our life. There is something with our service called 
texting. I have heard of this of course, but I had no idea 
what it was all about. But I was shortly to discover the 
bliss of the world of texting.

Not long after we purchased our cell phone service 
we were at a restaurant celebrating our wedding anniver-
sary. We were celebrating at a certain restaurant and my 
wife needed to go to the lady’s room for whatever ladies 
do in the lady’s room. While she was gone, the waitress 
came to take our drink order. Even though I have been 
blissfully married for 40 years, I never take it on my 
own to make decisions for my better half. I have not had 
enough practice making decisions for my half. So, when 
the waitress asked for her drink order I did not quite 
know what she wanted.

Then it dawned on me. I will text her. After all, 
isn’t that why we got this cell phone service in the fi rst 
place? So I text her and ask her what she wanted me to 
order her for her drink.

Within a very short time, my cell phone buzzed and 
I looked at her text. “Coffee.”

I looked at the waitress who was looking rather 
strangely at me, and said to her, “My wife will have coffee.”

This was just the beginning of the textualization of 
our formal blissful relationship. We really do not have 
to talk anymore; we can just text each other, which cuts 
down on the shouting.

Just the other night I was sitting in my easy chair 
reading a book and a text message came on my cell 

phone. I picked it up and looked at the text message 
and it said, “Can you come to the bedroom immediate-
ly?” Not knowing what opportunities awaited I rushed 
into the bedroom.

There my wife was on one side of the bed and said 
to me, “Help me turn this mattress over.”

We were at the mall together and we usually go to 
different stores. My cell phone rang and a text message 
came, “Where are you?”

I immediately text back, “Right behind you.”
A text message returned quickly saying, “Oh, I 

thought you were lost.”
“No,” I fast text back to her, “but it can be ar-

ranged.”
I am neither a psychiatrist nor a psychologist but 

I think my wife has become intexticated by this new 
technology.

I said to her once, “Lay down the cell phone and 
nobody will get hurt.”

She quickly texted me and said, “Touch my cell 
phone and you die.”

I’m not sure if there is a rehab center for textahol-
ics yet, but I know someone who should go there. Wait 
a minute. I have a text coming in.

“What do you want for supper? Meatloaf or fried 
chicken?”

“Fried chicken is fi ne with me,” I text back.
Now, where was I? Ah yes, a rehab center for tex-

taholics. Wait a minute. I have another text coming in.
“Can you pick up a quart of milk at the store?”
“Okay.”
Yes, a rehab center for textaholics. If anybody 

knows one you can text me with the information.
But then again, maybe being addicted to texting 

isn’t all that bad. After all, it facilitates keeping in touch 
with someone without actually having to talk to them. 
That can’t be all bad.

It still does not trump God’s ability to keep in 
touch with us. I like what the prophet says, “And it 
shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear” (Isaiah 
65:24 KJV).

I think God has texting beat, thumbs down.

There will be a Dakota Road music workshop at 
1:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 1 at the First Lu-
theran Church in Aitkin. A concert will be held that 
evening at 6:30 p.m. Free will offering for concert. 
Register 218-927-2028 by Sept. 17 for workshop 
discount, includes meal and concert. 

“Do you have a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ?” To tell you the truth, I have never 
been comfortable asking someone that ques-
tion because I don’t really know what it means 
outside of doing something to prove there is a 
personal relationship with the Lord.

But the idea of “doing works” is not looked 
upon favorably by some Christians because they 
feel there is the danger of falling into the “you 
have to work for your salvation” mentality.

But what is a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ if it is not a working relationship? 
Doing good work is mandatory, otherwise per-
sonal relationship is nothing more than an empty 
phrase. Or, it is dead as James 2 states, “faith is 
dead in itself without works.” 

Works-less faith=dead faith=no faith. In 
order for saving faith to exist it needs to be 
working faith. The two cannot be separated.

A good story that illustrates this is the one 
where four men took their sick friend to Jesus in 
hopes that He would heal him. In order to get the 
man to Jesus, they had to bring him to the roof of 
the house where Jesus was teaching, make a hole 
in the ceiling, and lower him down on his mat.

Then something amazing happened for 
these fi ve men. “When Jesus had seen their 
faith, he said to the sick of the palsy: Son, your 
sins are forgiven you.” Mark 2: 5 

Jesus saw their faith. It was evident they 
believed Him because they did a good work. Had 
these men not worked, there would have been no 
faith, no pronouncement of their faith, and no 
miracle. The good work was not a by-product of 
their faith, the good work was their faith.

So, if I say I need nothing but a personal re-
lationship with Jesus to be saved, I am deceived. 
What I need is a working relationship where I 
“work out my salvation with fear and trembling” 
every day of my life. 

If I don’t, I will be like the man who received 
one talent and hid it in the ground instead of 
increasing it. When his master found out what 
he had done, the man was labeled as a wicked, 
slothful, and unprofi table servant, and he was 
cast into outer darkness where there is weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 
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Soderbloom’s
#1 In Prop Repair

• Propeller Blue Printing • Pitch Changing • Blade Thinning 
• Cupping • Full service repair on Stainless & Aluminum Props

Your Propeller 
Headquarters218-644-3392

800 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Animals 810

Auto/Boat/Small Engine 820

McGregor Professional Building
255 W. HWY. 210

MCGREGOR, MN 55760 

218-768-4111
 1-800-548-9715

David A. Winegar, D.D.S. Chartered

HOURS: 
M- F: 7:30 a.m. - 

5:00 p.m.
Sat.: 8a.m. - 2p.m.For All Your Automotive, 

Recreational & Industrial Part Needs
218-768-3132 • 1-866-907-NAPA

On the Corner of Hwys 65 & 210, McGregor
E-mail: NapaMcGregor@frontiernet.net

Medical/Dental 830

AUTO SERVICE
A & M
AUTO REPAIR

M-F 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

DOWNTOWN MCGREGOR

768-CARS
2277

218-768-2444
1-800-326-0247

McGregor Insurance Agency
P.O. Box 310 • McGregor, MN 

WAYRYNEN INSURANCE

7 South Maddy Street

FARM • HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL• LIFE/HEALTH • LONG TERM CARE

CALL MIKE OR RANAE TODAY

768-2900 • 1-877-414-2900
featu

ring…

218-845-2896 • Toll Free 866-593-2896

Dona 
Sackett

48753 285th Ave. 
(Hwy. 232)

Palisade, MN 56469

Fax: 218-845-0966

Legal/Law 840

Insurance 850

Printing/Embroidery 870

Personal Care 860
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$9/week for one-year 
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Answers from the August 30 Sudoku

Make Living Alone Safer,
24 Hours A Day

Make Living Alone Safer,
24 Hours A Day

• Lifeline Medical Alerts • Bed & Chair Alarms 
• Fall Prevention • Medication Dispensers • Wander 
Prevention • Pagers with Video & Two-Way Voice

Mention this ad for Special Pricing
508 SE 10th Street, Grand Rapids, MN
www.palmedicalsystems.com

(218) 326-9299 • 800-852-6575
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

Date: August 2, 2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. Default has occurred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: March 28, 2002
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$64,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Robert U. Maki, Husband, and 
Lisa M. Maki, Wife
MORTGAGEE: State Bank of McGregor, now 
known as Grand Timber Bank
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  April 9, 2002, as 
Document No. 338448, in the offi ce of the County 
Recorder of Aitkin County, Minnesota, as modifi ed 
of record.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: None
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:

The South Quarter (S¼) of the Southeast Quarter 
(SE¼) of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of Section 
Nine (9), Township Fifty (50), Range Twenty-three 
(23), consisting of 10 acres, more or less.  Sub-
ject to all rights, reservations and easements 
of record, if any.

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Aitkin County, Minnesota
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:     
$63,927.79

THAT no action or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part  thereof; that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described property will be sold 
by the Sheriff of Aitkin County as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Thursday, September 
29, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Aitkin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

to pay the debt then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for redemption by 
said mortgagors, their personal representatives 
or assigns is six (6) months from the date of sale, 
unless reduced to fi ve (5) weeks under Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY:  If the 
real estate is an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date 
on or before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30, or the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on March 29, 2012.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:  None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

     GRAND TIMBER BANK
By_____________________________________
     Dehlia C. Seim
     Attorney Registration #0339064
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

(1) Street Address, city and zip code of mort-
gaged premises: 56045 Loon Avenue, McGregor, 
MN 55760

(2) Transaction agent; residential mortgage ser-
vicer; and lender or broker: Grand Timber Bank, 
f/k/a State Bank of McGregor

(3) Tax parcel identification number: 32-0-
014501

(4) Transaction Agent’s mortgage ID number 
(MERS number): None

(5) Name or mortgage originator: State Bank of 
McGregor, now known as Grand Timber Bank
August 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept. 6, 13, 2011 ........24.91

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

Date: August 12, 2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. Default has occurred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 2, 2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$114,750.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Todd M. Sprague, Husband, 
and Lorri L. Sprague, Wife
MORTGAGEE: Grand Timber Bank
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  May 8, 2008 as 
Document No. 387756, as modifi ed of record, 
with the Aitkin County Recorder (Minnesota).
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: None
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:

The Southeast Quarter of Southwest Quarter (SE¼ 
of SW¼) and Southwest Quarter of Southeast Quar-
ter (SW¼ of SE¼) of Section One (1), and West Half 
of Northeast Quarter (W½ of NE¼) and Northeast 
Quarter of Northwest Quarter  (NE¼ of NW¼) of 
Section Twelve (12), all in Township Forty-six (46), 
Range Twenty-three (23).

Aitkin County, Minnesota

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Aitkin County, Minnesota
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$138,817.25

THAT no action or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part  thereof; that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described property will be sold 
by the Sheriff of Aitkin County as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Thursday, October 6, 
2011 at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Aitkin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

to pay the debt then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for redemption by 
said mortgagors, their personal representatives or 
assigns is 12 months from the date of sale, unless 
reduced to fi ve (5) weeks under Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY:  If the 
real estate is an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date 
on or before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30, or the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October 6, 2012.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:  None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

GRAND TIMBER BANK
By_____________________________________
     Dehlia C. Seim
     Attorney Registration #0339064
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

(1) Street Address, city and zip code of mort-
gaged premises: 16279 330th Street, McGregor, 
MN 55760

(2) Transaction agent; residential mortgage ser-
vicer; and lender or broker: Grand Timber Bank

(3) Tax parcel identification number: 26-0-
001500; 26-0-018700; 26-0-018701

(4) Transaction Agent’s mortgage ID number 
(MERS number): None

(5) Name or mortgage originator: Grand Timber 
Bank
Aug. 23, 30, Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2011 .......... 24.79
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