
McGregor
Jct. Hwys. 210 & 65

218-768-7000
1-800-294-6154

Aitkin
312 Minnesota Ave. N.

218-927-3213
1-800-294-2863

Dr. Douglas Landsverk
Dr. Steven Kinzer

Optometrists:

AMAZING GRACE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Pastor Joel Seibel
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

McGregor VFW
218-768-3771

ROUND LAKE  
PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. J. Yingling
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

County Rd. 6

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.

Cromwell, Minn.

BIG SANDY   
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Pastor Stephen Demars
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Big Sandy Lake

FLOODWOOD 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

11698 Highway 8
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday service 10:15 a.m. 

218-768-3331

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Pastor Russell Christensen
Sunday worship 8:45 a.m.

99 S. 1st., McGregor
218-768-3331

GRACE LUTHERAN LOG 
CHURCH (ELCA)

 Pastor Erika Foss
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

School 10:00 a.m. 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.

Wright, Minn.
218-644-3640

VICTORY MISSION 
CHURCH

Pastor Jack Gould
Mable Street

McGregor, Minn.

TAMARACK CHURCH 

OF CHRIST

218-768-3651

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

FROM OUR READERS

If your church is holding an 
event or has church or community 
news to announce please let us 
know. Contact us at 218-768-3405, 
e-mail: vpofmg.me@frontier.com 
or fax 218-768-7046. 
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BY RICK WARREN
The Purpose Driven Life

In Christian fellowship people should 
experience authenticity.

Authentic fellowship is not superfi cial, 
surface-level chit-chat. It’s genuine, heart-to-
heart, sometimes gut-level, sharing.

It happens when people get honest about 
who they are and what is happening in their 
lives. They share their hurts, reveal their 
feelings, confess their failures, disclose their 
doubts, admit their fears, acknowledge their 
weaknesses, and ask for help and prayer.

Authenticity is the exact opposite of what 
you fi nd in many churches. Instead of an 
atmosphere of honesty and humility, there is 
pretending, role-playing, politicking and su-
perfi cial politeness, but shallow conversation.

People wear masks, keep their guards up, 
and act as if everything is rosy in their lives. 
These attitudes are the death of real friendship.

It’s only as we become open about our 
lives that we experience authentic fellowship. 
The Bible says, “If we live in the light, as God 
is in the light, we can share fellowship with 
each other.… If we say we have no sin, we are 
fooling ourselves” (1 John 1:7–8, NCV).

The world thinks intimacy occurs in the 
dark, but God says it happens in the light. We 
tend to use darkness to hide our hurts, faults, 
fears, failures and fl aws. But in the light, we 
bring them all out into the open and admit 
who we really are.

Of course, being authentic requires both 
courage and humility. It means facing our fear 
of exposure, rejection and being hurt again.

Why would anyone take such a risk?
Because it’s the only way to grow spiritu-

ally and be emotionally healthy. The Bible 
says, “Make this your common practice: 
Confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you can live together whole 
and healed” (James 5:16a, Msg).

“But if we live in the light, as God 
is in the light, we can share fel-
lowship with each other. Then the 
blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses 
us from every sin. If we say we 
have no sin, we are fooling our-
selves, and the truth is not in us.” 

–1 John 1:7-8 NCV

I think we all have that same question. Will we 
be able to follow Jesus to the end, no matter what 
the cost? No, not on our own, but only if we wait 
on our Lord to give us the grace to do so.

Corrie Ten Boom a Dutch Christian who, 
along with her family, became active in the 
Dutch underground during WWII harbored 
Jews and helped them to escape. She tells this 
story of her father’s answer to her fear of the 
persecution they would soon experience because 
of their work.

“I (Corrie) burst into tears, ‘I need you!’ I 
sobbed. ‘You (her father) can’t die! You can’t!’ 
‘Corrie,’ he began gently. ‘When you and I go 
to Amsterdam, when do I give you your ticket?’ 
‘Why, just before we get on the train.’ ‘Exactly. 
And our wise Father in heaven knows when we’re 
going to need things, too. Don’t run out ahead of 
him, Corrie. When the time comes that some of 
us will have to die, you will look into your heart 
and fi nd the strength you need – just in time.’”

The key to her father’s message is “don’t run 
ahead of him.” As long as we don’t get ahead of 
God, we will have the strength we need when 
the critical hour comes.

Luke 12: 11, 12 tells us, “And when they 
shall bring you into the synagogues, and to 
magistrates and powers, be not solicitous how 

or what you 
shall answer, 
or what you 
shall say; For 
the Holy Ghost 
shall teach you 
in the same 
hour what you 
must say.”

The Voice of 
the Martyrs’ news letters detailing Christian per-
secution taking place today gives witness to this 
scriptural promise. Christians living in volatile and 
violent pockets of the world express an undying 
love of God and for their persecutors that is not 
common in this country. They are able to endure 
inhumane conditions with the full armor of God 
to protect them.

My prayer and belief is that when our time 
comes we will also be given the same kind of 
strength that can only come from heaven, just 
in time.

A pastor recently preached about the 
ability of the Apostles to endure the 
trials infl icted on them for the sake of 
the Gospel.  At the end of his sermon 
he wondered if he too would be able 
to endure to the end

Potluck Picnic: The Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Wright will be holding a Rally Day potluck picnic on 
Sunday, September 18, at 9:00 a.m. There will be a 
potluck picnic and games. Everyone is welcome.

Sunday School: The United Methodist Church 
of McGregor will begin Sunday School classes for 
all ages at 10:15 a.m. on September 18. Call Diane 
Brennan at 768-3610 for information.
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

Date: August 2, 2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. Default has occurred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: March 28, 2002
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$64,000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Robert U. Maki, Husband, and 
Lisa M. Maki, Wife
MORTGAGEE: State Bank of McGregor, now 
known as Grand Timber Bank
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  April 9, 2002, as 
Document No. 338448, in the offi ce of the County 
Recorder of Aitkin County, Minnesota, as modifi ed 
of record.
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: None
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:

The South Quarter (S¼) of the Southeast Quarter 
(SE¼) of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of Section 
Nine (9), Township Fifty (50), Range Twenty-three 
(23), consisting of 10 acres, more or less.  Sub-
ject to all rights, reservations and easements 
of record, if any.

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Aitkin County, Minnesota
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:     
$63,927.79

THAT no action or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part  thereof; that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described property will be sold 
by the Sheriff of Aitkin County as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Thursday, September 
29, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Aitkin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

to pay the debt then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for redemption by 
said mortgagors, their personal representatives 
or assigns is six (6) months from the date of sale, 
unless reduced to fi ve (5) weeks under Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY:  If the 
real estate is an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date 
on or before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30, or the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on March 29, 2012.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:  None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

     GRAND TIMBER BANK
By_____________________________________
     Dehlia C. Seim
     Attorney Registration #0339064
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

(1) Street Address, city and zip code of mort-
gaged premises: 56045 Loon Avenue, McGregor, 
MN 55760

(2) Transaction agent; residential mortgage ser-
vicer; and lender or broker: Grand Timber Bank, 
f/k/a State Bank of McGregor

(3) Tax parcel identification number: 32-0-
014501

(4) Transaction Agent’s mortgage ID number 
(MERS number): None

(5) Name or mortgage originator: State Bank of 
McGregor, now known as Grand Timber Bank
August 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept. 6, 13, 2011 ........24.91

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

Date: August 12, 2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. Default has occurred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 2, 2008
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$114,750.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Todd M. Sprague, Husband, 
and Lorri L. Sprague, Wife
MORTGAGEE: Grand Timber Bank
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  May 8, 2008 as 
Document No. 387756, as modifi ed of record, 
with the Aitkin County Recorder (Minnesota).
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: None
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:

The Southeast Quarter of Southwest Quarter (SE¼ 
of SW¼) and Southwest Quarter of Southeast Quar-
ter (SW¼ of SE¼) of Section One (1), and West Half 
of Northeast Quarter (W½ of NE¼) and Northeast 
Quarter of Northwest Quarter  (NE¼ of NW¼) of 
Section Twelve (12), all in Township Forty-six (46), 
Range Twenty-three (23).

Aitkin County, Minnesota

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Aitkin County, Minnesota
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$138,817.25

THAT no action or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part  thereof; that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes;

PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above described property will be sold 
by the Sheriff of Aitkin County as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: Thursday, October 6, 
2011 at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Aitkin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

to pay the debt then secured by said mortgage and 
taxes, if any actually paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by law for redemption by 
said mortgagors, their personal representatives or 
assigns is 12 months from the date of sale, unless 
reduced to fi ve (5) weeks under Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY:  If the 
real estate is an owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date 
on or before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30, or the property is not redeemed under 
section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on October 6, 2012.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:  None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE MORT-
GAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

GRAND TIMBER BANK
By_____________________________________
     Dehlia C. Seim
     Attorney Registration #0339064
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

(1) Street Address, city and zip code of mort-
gaged premises: 16279 330th Street, McGregor, 
MN 55760

(2) Transaction agent; residential mortgage ser-
vicer; and lender or broker: Grand Timber Bank

(3) Tax parcel identification number: 26-0-
001500; 26-0-018700; 26-0-018701

(4) Transaction Agent’s mortgage ID number 
(MERS number): None

(5) Name or mortgage originator: Grand Timber 
Bank
Aug. 23, 30, Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2011 .......... 24.79
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