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Greater Midwest Insurance
HANSON INSURANCE AGENCY

Aitkin

927-1777
McGregor

768-3306
www.greatermidwestinsurance.com

Protect your livelihood.

WRIGHT from the front page

If the committee in Wash-
ington does decide to close the 
post offi ce, a fi nal determination 
document will be posted at the 
Wright and Tamarack post offi ces 
for 30 days and then there will 
be another 30 days for commu-
nity members to fi le an appeal. 
“So this process is at least four 
months long. It’s not cut and 
dried,” said Francette. “120 of-
fi ces have already been withdrawn 
from discontinuance.” 

The US Postal Service has 
been having fi nancial problems 
nation-wide the last few years. 
Besides the problems with 
the economy, the rising costs 
of fuel and the increase with 
electronic communication, the 
post offi ce also has to deal with 
federal mandates. Even though 
the post offi ce is a self-support-
ing entity, and receives no tax 
money or federal subsidies, the 
federal government still makes 
policy decisions for them. For 
example, they are required to 
pre-fund retirement benefi ts 
for the next 75 years. They are 
also required by federal law to 
deliver mail six days a week, 
so dropping a day or two of 
delivery is not an option unless 
there is a law change.

Changing times have a lot 
to do with the problems the 
US Postal Service is having. 
“Fifteen years ago the idea of 
fi ling your tax return online 
seemed foreign. But today more 
than 75% of all tax returns are 
fi led online. Today more than 
a quarter of all bills are sent 
electronically. That’s expected 
to grow to more than half in the 
next 5 years,” shared Francette. 

“More than 40 billion mail 
transactions are gone and are 
not coming back.”

The Wright Post Offi ce, in 
particular, is being looked at 
because, besides it operating at 
a loss, the actual work load is 
down far less than fi ve years ago. 
“There is less than two hours a 
day of actual work in the Wright 
Post Offi ce,” explains Franc-
ette. “It’s not enough to justify 
keeping an employee there for 8 
hours a day.”

If the Wright Post Offi ce is to 
be closed, most of the residents 
won’t see any changes. They will 
still get their mail from the rural 
route driver who operates out of 
Tamarack Post Offi ce. The 54 
residents who have post offi ce 
boxes will be given a choice. 
They will either place a mailbox 
on their property or they can 
have a post offi ce box in the 
Tamarack post offi ce. Regard-
less, the city name and ZIP code 
will still be the same for all of the 
residents.

One thing that a lot of 
people don’t realize is that most 
things that a person goes to the 
post offi ce for can all be done 
at your mailbox with your rural 
carrier. For example, if you 
want to buy a money order, 
you can either meet your car-
rier at the mailbox or, if you’re 
comfortable with it, leave the 
cash with a note in your mail-
box. The next day the carrier 
will bring you your money or-
der. “The rural carrier is often 
referred to as the post offi ce on 
wheels and there’s good reason 
for that,” adds Francette. 
“They can do everything from 

their vehicle that you can do at 
the post offi ce. If you want to 
buy stamps, if you want to send 
out certifi eds, if you want to get 
postage on packages, your car-
rier will happily help you with 
any of those items. Virtually 
anything you want to do, you 
can do through them.”

Even things like stopping 
mail service for vacations or 
forwarding mail can be done 
through your mail carrier. 
And, as everything else, more 
and more postal services are 
available online at USPS.com. 
Customers can even purchase 
and print their own postage on 
their computers now.

The possibility of Wright 
getting a Village Post Offi ce 
(VPO) was also discussed at 
the meeting. A VPO is an es-
tablished business that also acts 
as a post offi ce. The business 
would buy stamps and then sell 
them at the business, they could 
also receive incoming and out-
going packages for customers. 
The business could even put in 
some post offi ce boxes. For that 
to happen in Wright, a business 
would have to express interest 
and go through the application 
process, then if the post offi ce 
were to close and the US Postal 
Service accepts the business, 
Wright would have a VPO. 

There is still time to add to 
the comments about the Wright 
Post Offi ce. The address to 
send your comments to is 
posted in the Wright and Tama-
rack post offi ces. It is — Mar-
garet Campbell, 100 S. First St. 
Rm 426B, Minneapolis, MN 
55401-9990.

Magician wows Cromwell-Wright school

Photo courtesy of  CURTISHED.COM

Magician: Curtis Hed visited Cromwell-Wright School and wowed the students 
with his magic show that carried an educational message. 

BY PAM FISTERE
Managing Editor

On Friday, October 14, 
Cromwell-Wright School 
held a school-wide event. 
Magician Curtis Hed came 
and performed for the stu-
dents. One show was held in 
the afternoon for the older 
students, then families could 
come in the evening for the 
second performance.

Students and faculty alike 
were impressed with Curtis’ 
talent and how he got the 
audience involved. His show 
also had an underlying edu-
cational theme. 

Curtis had 3 main mes-
sages that he conveyed to 
the audience during his 
show. The fi rst one was, “It’s 
never too early to follow your 
dreams.” He explained that 
he was only ten years old 
when he fi rst started doing 
magic. 

His second message was 
“If something’s worth doing, 
it’s worth doing really, re-
ally bad...then getting better 
and better at it.” He said he 
didn’t know anyone who 
was really good at something 
the fi rst time they did it, the 
secret was to keep practicing.

His third message was 
a little surprising for the 
students and staff. He told 
the kids, “Don’t waste your 
time in school!” He had the 
students repeat this mantra 
a few times with him before 
he added, “Learn something 
while you’re there.”

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Earn up to $45,000 your fi rst year +ben-
efi ts. Get pre-hired with Roehl, TMC, 
Halvor Lines, Swift, Werner & oth-
ers. No experience needed. Training 
classes start weekly. Call 800/835-2540  
 

COMPANY DRIVERS 
enjoy consistent miles, great equip-
ment, paid vacation. Offering new pay 
package! Excellent bonuses! Now hir-
ing for various positions, teams and 
part-time. Call today! 888/730-9312  
 

SMALL MINNESOTA 
BASED COMPANY 

seeking motivated fl atbed driv-
ers and owner/operators. Established 
mid central lanes. Home often with 
great income potential. Contact Deb 
218/462-2611. Astle’s Trucking.  
 

DRIVER - WEEKLY HOMETIME 
Part & full-time. Daily or weekly 
pay. Steady miles means more mon-
ey! Excellent benefi ts! CDL-A, 3 
months recent experience required. 
800/414-9569 www.driveknight.com 

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 
part time to $7,500/mo. full time. Train-
ing provided. www.workservices22.com

CASH FOR CARS: 
All cars/trucks wanted. Running or not! Top 
dollar paid. We come to you! Any make/
model. Call for instant offer: 800/871-9145  

CASH FOR CARS 
Paying cash for all cars and trucks running 
or not! Fast, free pick up. Call now, instant 
offer. Johnny the Junkman 877/513-3515  

TEACH & DOC 
hope to adopt! 1 teacher, 1 psychologist, 
1 happy home! We’ll provide a baby with 
a lifetime of love and opportunity! Lori 
and Mike 888/499-4464. Expenses paid.

HEALTHY LIFE EXPO 
Minneapolis Convention Center, Oct. 
22-23. Up to 200 exhibitors, 3 stages, 
product sampling, beauty products, fi t-
ness, more! Exhibit 952/238-1700 
www.mediamaxevents.com 

DH WINDOWS $179 
Any size. Installation included. Lifetime 
warranty. Unbeatable quality! Unbeatable 
price! Order 4 or more. Year-Around-
Installation. BBB accredited contractor. 
Visit www.greensourcewindows.com 
or 888/690-9892  

RECENTLY 
Minnesota big ad motel buyers were 
trying to buy gold and silver for 
30%-40% less than Kuehl’s Coins. 
Compare prices! Fairmont, 507/235-3886  

HELP WANTED

AUTOS WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS EVENTS

ADOPTION BUYING GOLD & SILVER

Advertise here statewide in 240 
newspapers for only $199 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979 Place Your Legal Here!

WORK FROM HOME: Be your own boss. Home 
mailers needed. FIRST call the Federal Trade 
Commission to fi nd out how to spot work-at-home 
schemes, 877-FTC-HELP or visit online www.ftc.
gov. This message brought to you by the Voyageur 
Press and the FTC. 

Central Boiler Outdoor Wood Furnaces: Starting at 
$4990 with rebates. Parts and installation available. 
PL Wood Boiler Sales 218-310-4025.

PARK MODEL: 1999 Kroft Park Model - “Maple-
wood” Deck and skirting included. $10,500. For 
more information and appointment to view, call 
218-345-6235.

HOME FOR SALE: Well built 2 BR house with 
detached garage. 1 acre lot West of McGregor. 
Needs work. $32,500. Call 612-816-0801.

HOME FOR SALE: 213 East 2nd Ave., Floodwood, 
Minn. Nice 3-bedroom, triple lot, garage. $99K. 
218-729-5308.
 
Have something you would like to sell? 
Great rates! Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how to 
get your item listed and SOLD today!

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 bedroom house in Wright. 2 
car garage. $500 plus utilities. Call 218-644-3999.

FOR RENT: Have a home, cabin or commercial 
space that is empty? Get it rented today by placing 
it in The Voyageur Press. Call 218-768-3405.
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WANT TO BUY: Livestock of all kinds; dairy, beef 
cattle, feeder calves, yearlings, cows, and bulls. DE-
PENDABLE TRUCKING ANYWHERE. Rick Olesiak, 
Cromwell, MN 218-644-3940 or 218-393-1572.

Animals/Farm/Garden 300 For Sale 400

Employment 200

TRADER’S POST CLASSIFIEDS

FREE

Items Priced
$0-$100

20 words - 4 weeks

Items Priced
$101-$999

20 words - 4 weeks • FREE photo

Items Priced
$1,000+

20 words - 4 weeks • FREE photo

$595 $1995

Featuring these classifi cations and more!
100 Announcements
200 Employment
300 Animals/Farm/Garden
400 For Sale
500 Garage Sales/Auctions
600 For Rent
700 Legal
800 Automotive Services
900 Professional Services
1000 Home Improvement Services
1100 Other Services
1200 Real Estate Services

Placing an ad is easy. Contact our offi ce:
In person: 15 Country House Lane, 

McGregor, MN 55760
By mail: PO Box 59, McGregor, MN 

55760
By phone: 218-768-3405
By fax: 218-768-7046

General 100

AFFORDABLE COURT SERVICES
Bankruptcy assistance $860 – includes credit 
restoration, Divorce $570 – Criminal/DUI starts at 
$165, pay less, better results, thousands assisted. 
Call 218-966-0676.

Hunt for treasures. Antiques, collectables and 
primitives: Annabella’s Antique Mall and Cafe. 
Explore 10,000 square feet of treasures from over 
35 dealers. 218-245-2055 www.AnnabellasAn-
tiques.com

Antiques/Collectibles 410

For Rent 600

Legals 700

Volunteer 210

Steel Buildings
Reduced Factory Inventory
30x36 – Reg $15,850 Now $12,600
36x58 – Reg $21,900 Now $18,800
48x96 – Reg $48,700 Now $41,900
81x130 – Reg $121,500 Now $103,900
Source # 0PI
218-260-4406

Building Materials 420

HELP WANTED: Have a position that needs fi lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it fi lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how. INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4

McGregor, MN 55760
Synopsis of Working Session

Monday, October 10, 2011, at 5:00 p.m.
Room 201, 2nd Floor

The working session was called to order by Chairper-
son Doten at 5:00 p.m. with members DeWitt, Doten, 
Jackson, Kruse, Orbeck, and Sorensen present. 
Kulju was absent. Also present were Superintendent 
Grams and other interested parties.

DeWitt made a motion, seconded by Sorensen to ap-
prove the agenda. All voted and the motion carried.
The following items were discussed: Bus Replace-
ment, photo copiers, boilers and MCA Tests.
The meeting was closed at 5:18 for the Superinten-
dent / Elementary Principal’s evaluation.

Mike Kruse, Clerk of School Board
(Not yet approved)
October 18, 2011 ............................................4.54

AITKIN COUNTY ZONING
Notice of Hearing

THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE 
FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS  FROM THE AITKIN 
COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON WEDNES-
DAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2011, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE 
AITKIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AITKIN, MN 
56431. THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL 
BE REVIEWED:

DAVID C. COEN, 2375 APACHE CT., MENDOTA 
HEIGHTS, MN  55120, is requesting a variance 
from the required 100 foot setback distance on a 
recreational development lake (Pine) to a setback 
distance of 70 feet from the ordinary high water level 
to attach a 30 foot x 24 foot residence addition and a 
21 foot x 8 foot deck to an existing residence located 
80 feet from the ordinary high water level, in an area 
zoned Shoreland. LOT 12 FIRST ADDITION TO 
SUNNYSIDE BAY TOWNSITE. Section 26, Town-
ship 43, Range 22, Aitkin County, MN.
PERMIT #38519V

MELVIN G. DEITZ , 45564 228TH ST., AITKIN, MN  
56431, is requesting a variance from the required 
75 foot setback distance on a general development 
lake (Mille Lacs), a variance from the required 30 
foot road right-of-way setback, and a variance from 
the required setback distance to the lot line of 10 
feet to attach an existing residence located 31 feet 
from the ordinary high water level, which is in the 
Shore Impact Zone, and 13 feet from the road right-
of-way to an existing accessory structure located 43 
feet from the ordinary high water level, which is in 
the Shore Impact Zone, 14 feet from the road right-
of-way, and 9 feet to the lot line, in an area zoned 
Shoreland. W100 FT OF E200 FT OF LOT 2 S OF 
HY 18 DOC 191102 AND W 20 FT OF E 100 FT 
LESS PART IN DOC 389367. Section 21, Township 
45, Range 26, Aitkin County, MN.
PERMIT #38527V

DAVID V. BUCHERT, 30782 376TH AVE., AITKIN, MN 
56431, is requesting a variance from the required 
road right-of-way setback distance of 30 feet to a 
setback distance of 17 feet to construct a 16 foot x 24 
foot accessory structure, in an area zoned Shoreland 
(Elm Island). LOT 20 LEEHAVEN. Section 21, Town-
ship 46, Range 26, Aitkin County, MN.
PERMIT #38543V
October 18, 2011 ..........................................11.07

BECOME A MENTOR: Kinship of Aitkin County 
is a comprehensive Youth Development program 
that provides adult youth mentoring services as the 
building block to its programming and continues with 
character building education as an after school pro-
gram for grades 1-6. This organization also provides 
further after school programming for teens in grades 
7-12 that focuses on Leadership Skill building working 
around the fi ve dimensions of leadership that include 
personal leadership, interpersonal leadership, team 
leadership, organizational leadership and civic and 
service leadership. Kinship of Aitkin County, 208, 2nd 
Ave. NW, Aitkin, MN 56431, (218) 927-4039 or visit 
www.kinshipofaitkincounty.com


