
McGregor
Jct. Hwys. 210 & 65

218-768-7000
1-800-294-6154

Aitkin
312 Minnesota Ave. N.

218-927-3213
1-800-294-2863

Dr. Douglas Landsverk
Dr. Steven Kinzer

Optometrists:

AMAZING GRACE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Pastor Joel Seibel
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

McGregor VFW
218-768-3771

ROUND LAKE 
PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. J. Yingling
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

County Rd. 6

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.

Cromwell, Minn.

BIG SANDY  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Pastor Stephen Demars
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.

Big Sandy Lake

FLOODWOOD 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

11698 Highway 8
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday service 10:15 a.m. 

218-768-3331

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Pastor Russell Christensen
Sunday worship 8:45 a.m.

99 S. 1st., McGregor
218-768-3331

GRACE LUTHERAN LOG 
CHURCH (ELCA)

 Pastor Erika Foss
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

School 10:00 a.m. 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Brandi Hacker
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.

Wright, Minn.
218-644-3640

VICTORY MISSION 
CHURCH

Pastor Jack Gould
Mable Street

McGregor, Minn.

TAMARACK CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

Pastor Terry Baker
608-475-1528

Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday youth 4:00 p.m.
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“Those who love money will 
never have enough. How 
absurd to think that wealth 
brings true happiness!” 

—Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NLT)

Be still and hear Him speak
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The battle with strife

BY RICK WARREN
A Purpose Driven Life

The more you get; the more you 
want. That’s life. Somebody once asked 
the billionaire Howard Hughes, “How 
much does it take for a man to be 
happy?” He said, “Just a little more.”

That kind of thinking leads you into 
debt. If you love possessions, you’ll nev-
er be happy. You’ll always want more. 
It’s a myth that having more will make 
you happier or give you more pleasure. 
A $400,000 house won’t make you twice 
as happy as a $200,000 house.

Discontent is all about comparing. 
The Bible says comparisons are foolish. 
They’ll ruin you fi nancially. You go out 
and fi nd a car you can afford and buy it. 
But you look over and see your neigh-
bor’s car has something extra on it, so 
you go into debt to buy a car like that – 
all because of a comparison.

The antidote to debt-inducing com-
parisons is contentment. The Bible says, 
“Stay away from the love of money; be 
satisfi ed with what you have. For God 
has said, ‘I will never fail you. I will never 
forsake you.’” (Hebrews 13:5 NLT)

Contentment says, “Regardless of 
the circumstance I’m in, with Christ’s 
power in my life, I can handle it.” It’s 
being happy in your relationship with 
Christ regardless of whether you’re rich 
or poor, up or down.

Contentment will lead to a better 
bottom line. Content people save more – 
and go in debt less. 

TROUBLEMAKER — Proverbs 16:28a - “A 
troublemaker plants seeds of strife.” NLT                                        

QUARRELSOME — Proverbs 17:14 - “The 
beginning of strife is like releasing water; Therefore 
stop contention before a quarrel starts.” NKJV                                      

GOSSIPER — Proverbs 16:28b - “Strife; gossip 
separates the best of friends.” NLT

Strife fi nds its way into our lives in many differ-
ent ways. It is a seed that germinates and its growth 
brings destruction.

PRIDE — Proverbs 13:10a - “By pride comes 
nothing but strife.” NKJV

ANGER — Proverbs 29:22a - “An angry man 
stirs up strife.” NKJV

HATRED — Proverbs 10:12a - “Hatred stirs up 
strife.” NKJV

How then do I remove strife from my life: 

1. Jesus said, “Forgive us for our sins, just as we 
have forgiven those who sinned against us.” Matthew 
6:12 NCV

2. Jesus also said, “Love the Lord God with all 
your passion and prayer and intelligence and ener-
gy.” And here is the second: “Love others as well as 
you love yourself. There is no other commandment 
that ranks with these.” Mark 12:30a-31 MSG

No one ever said it would be easy!

One dictionary defi nes strife as: Bitter confl ict and 
discord. The Bible has much to say about strife

I have been a Christian for many decades and 
one of the exercises God has continually assigned 
me is the practice of hearing His directives no 
matter how quiet or subtle.

Over these many years I have failed miserably 
in this practice. I missed many opportunities to 
do what He asked me to do, or I have done what 
I shouldn’t, and many times I have purposely 
ignored Him.

One reason is because I would do nothing 
unless I heard a loud command or saw an obvious 
sign. I would say, “I need a fl eece, God.” or, “I 
neeeeed to HEAR Your voice.” And on occasion 
He has obliged. 

These days I more easily do what I am sup-
posed to do without bells and bullhorns, and 
sometimes the nudging I hear is so slight I ques-
tion if it is just me or if it is God.

A few weeks ago I was listening to a podcast 
on a Christian website teaching the practice how 
to be silent in God’s presence. Soon I felt a nudge 
that I was to send this to my daughter. I did, but 
as soon as I sent her the link, I second guessed if it 
was the right thing to do.

A couple of days later, she wrote and told me 
she loved it. I was delighted. Then I found out a 
week later that the teaching was what God orches-
trated her to have at that very moment because the 

following day 
she was tested 
in this area of 
her spiritual 
walk. 

If she had 
not heard the 
teaching, she 
may not have 
fared well dur-
ing the diffi cult episode she was going through. 
But God equipped her to face the battle fully 
armed and she was victorious in the end.

My still present tendencies to crave a big bang 
attention getter often makes me think of this story. 

“And God said to Elias: Go forth, and stand 
upon the mount before the Lord. And behold the 
Lord passed, and a great and strong wind went 
before the Lord over throwing the mountains, and 
breaking the rocks in pieces. The Lord was not 
in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake: 
the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the 
earthquake a fi re: the Lord was not in the fi re, and 
after the fi re a whistling of a gentle air. And when 
Elias heard it, he covered his face with his mantle, 
and coming forth stood in the entrance of the 
cave, and behold a voice said unto him...” 1 Kings 
19: 11-13
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• Propeller Blue Printing • Pitch Changing • Blade Thinning 
• Cupping • Full service repair on Stainless & Aluminum Props

Your Propeller 
Headquarters218-644-3392

800 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Animals 810
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McGregor Professional Building
255 W. HWY. 210
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SHAMROCK TOWNSHIP
Road View/Public Hearing

The Shamrock Town Board will conduct a road view 
of 189th Place, Sec. 34, on Wednesday, November 
2, at 9:00 a.m.

A public hearing will follow at the townhall at approxi-
mately 9:45 a.m.  The purpose of the hearing is to 
determine that 189th Place meets the specifi cations 
for acceptance as a township maintained road.

Candace Bartel, Town Clerk
October 18 and 25, 2011 ................................2.74


