
Events
FREE PSA BLOOD TEST: Riverwood will offer free 
PSA blood test for those with no health insurance or 
high deductible plans on Tuesday, November 15, at 
the Aitkin Clinic from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. and Thursday, 
November 17, at the McGregor Clinic from 2:00 to 
5:00 p.m. For an appointment call 218-927-2157.
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: Thursday, November 
17, at the McGregor Community Center, 1:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Call Sharon at 218-768-4926 for more info.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT: Saturday, November 26, at 
McGregor Lanes, at 7:30 p.m. All ages can come for 
bowling, prizes and fun. Cost is $15 per person with 
half of the money going to the Youth Scholarship Fund. 
Space is limited, call 218-768-2345 to sign up.

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: Members Cooperative 
Credit Union in McGregor will be having a Holiday 
Open House on Friday, December 2 with holiday treats 
and refreshments provided.

OPEN HOUSE: Aitkin County Historical Society is 
having an open house on Saturday, December 3, 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Free coffee, apple cider and cookies. 
The cookie walk begins at 9:30 a.m.

City, Township Meetings
CROMWELL CITY COUNCIL: Meets Tuesday, 
November 22, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.

CITY OF CROMWELL PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE: 
The City of Cromwell is forming a Playground 
Committee. We would like input and committee 
members for this committee. The fi rst meeting will 
be announced as soon as there is enough interest. 
The purpose of the committee is to decide what 
type of playground to build at the Pavilion park, 
where to put it and to follow the project through to 
conclusion. If interested please contact Scott Warner 
at cityofcromwell@frontiernet.net, or PO Box 74, 
Cromwell, MN, 55726, or call 218-644-3570.

MCGRATH CITY COUNCIL: Meets Thursday, 
December 1, at 6:00 p.m. at the Fire Station Hall.

MCGREGOR CITY COUNCIL: Meets Tuesday, 
December 6, at 7:10 p.m. at City Hall.

TAMARACK CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, 
December 7, at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Other Meetings
CARLTON COUNTY COUNCIL ON AGING: Meets 
Monday, November 28, at 9:30 a.m. at Grace Baptist 
Church in Cloquet.

MCGREGOR LIONS CLUB: Meets Monday, November 
28, at 6:00 p.m., at the McGregor Community 
Center.

MCGREGOR AIRPORT COMMISSION: Meets 
Wednesday, December 7, at 6:00 p.m. at the AD 
building.

TAMARACK RIVER WATERSHED TEAM: Meets 
the fi rst Monday of the month at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Cromwell Pavilion. All are welcome!
AITKIN COUNTY REPUBLICANS: Meets the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. upstairs of the 
Aitkin Eye Care Center. Next monthly meeting will be 
held on Monday, November 14. www.aitkingop.com
LAKE COUNTRY QUILTERS GUILD: Meets the third 
Monday of the month from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club.
AITKIN COUNTY TRIAD: Meets the fi rst Tuesday of 
the month at 10:30 a.m. at various sites in the county. 
Watch the paper for the place of each meeting.

DFL CLUB: Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
noon at the 40 Club in Aitkin. Next meeting is June 14.
FRIENDS OF RICE LAKE: Meets the third Tuesday of 
each month at 1:30 p.m. at Refuge headquarters.
WRIGHT SENIOR CITIZENS BUILDING: Is open every 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. The fi rst Wednesday is a 
scheduled meeting, followed by games and lunch.
MCGRATH HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: Meets every 
other month on Wednesday, at 1:00 p.m. at Vie’s Place 
in McGrath. Next meeting is December 21. 

BUSY BEE SENIORS OF JACOBSON: Meets every 
Thursday at Jacobson Community Center from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome! Bring a dish 
to share for potluck at noon. Cards and socializing are 
enjoyed. For more information, call 218-752-6652.
RICE RIVER SENIORS: Meets the fi rst Thursday of the 
month, at 1:00 p.m., at the Rice River Senior Center.
MCGREGOR FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY: Meets 
the third Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m. at the 
McGregor library.
MCGREGOR DOWNTOWN SUBCOMMITTEE of the 
Chamber of Commerce: Meets the second Thursday 
of the month, at 5:30 p.m. at the Schoolhouse Cafe.
LAC: Local mental health Advisory Council meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Hope Drop 
Inn located at 210 2nd St. NW in Aitkin. Our main mission 
is to provide and improve local mental health services.

Community Health
AITKIN COUNTY CHAPTER OF GAMBLERS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bethel Lutheran Church in Palisade. Anyone with a 
gambling problem is welcome. For further information, 
please contact Pastor Bill, 218-845-2429
MERCY’S DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month, at 2:30 p.m. in Community 
Room 1 at Mercy Hospital. The group is facilitated by 
Betty Zebrasky, RN, and includes education and support. 
Please call 218-485-5836 for more information.
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the 
second Tuesday of the month at Mercy Hospital, in 
Moose Lake, at 6:30 p.m. in Comm. Room 1. Call 
218-485-5599 for more information.
CHILD LOSS GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets on 
the fi rst Thursday of each month at Mercy Hospital, 
in Moose Lake, 7:00–8:30 p.m. For more information 
about Mercy’s Grief Support Groups, please call 218-
485-5508 or e-mail cblatz@sisunet.org.
ASK THE PHYSICAL THERAPIST: Every second 
Thursday of the month from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Spend 
time with Judy Hawley, PT, MAPL for a FREE question 
and answer series related to your body. Meet in the 
McGregor fi tness center.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the fourth Thursday 
of every month at Mercy Hospital. Morning session: 
10:00–11:30 a.m. Evening session: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
GRIEF SUPPORT RESOURCES: Information on grief 
support groups and services in Aitkin County. Call Val 
Thompson at Riverwood at 218-927-5524 or Mary Ann 
Kult at 218-426-3491.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING PALISADE: 
Meets Mondays, at 7:00 p.m. in the Bethel Lutheran 
Church basement.
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. at the ALANO building on Big Sandy. 
For more info., contact Rich, 218-426-3558; Kenton, 
218-768-3811; or Jack, 218-426-4029. Interested in 
Alateen? Call Ramona at 218-426-3344.
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALANON MEETING: 
Meets Thursdays, at noon and Mondays at 7:00 p.m. at 
ALANO building on Big Sandy. Call Kenton at 768-3811 
or Ramona at 426-3344 or Lynda at 426-4370.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Tamarack School House in 
Tamarack. Call Dennis W. at 218-838-3326.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Wright. Call Andy L. at 357-2177.
MCGREGOR MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SUPPORT 
GROUP: Meets the second and fourth Friday of every 
month at the McGregor United Methodist Church from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. For more information, please call Karen 
at 218-392-0143 or Larissa 218-851-7417.
MCGREGOR/BIG SANDY LAKE NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets every Friday, at 7:00 p.m., at 
the ALANO building. For more information contact 
Joe at 218-316-1929.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. at the ALANO building on Big 
Sandy. Call Rich at 426-3558 or Rob N. at 426-5210.

Veterans
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICES: Historic 
military vehicles will be on display at the Aitkin County 
Courthouse from 10:00 a.m. to noon on Veterans Day 
(Nov. 11). Cookies and coffee will be served.  
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER: 
Penny Harms will be at the ANGELS offi ce in McGregor, 
10:00 a.m.–noon, the third Thursday of the month by 
appointment only. Please call 1-888-404-7320.
AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILIARY: Meets the fi rst 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Minnewawa 
Sportsmen’s Club.
LARSON-DENEEN VFW POST 2747 & AUXILIARY: 
Meets the second Thursday of each month, at 3:00 
p.m., at the VFW Hall. Railroad and First Street.
MATHEW W. SANDERS VFW POST 1721: Meets the last 
Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m. at Palisade City Hall.

Snowmobile & ATV Clubs
EVERGREEN P.A.C. ATV CLUB: Meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The meetings 
will be held at various locations. Meetings are open to 
the public. Check out the web site at www.evergreen-
pac-atvclub.com.
WHITE PINE RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets the fi rst 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the McGrath 
Fire Hall, unless otherwise posted. New members and 
visitors always welcome.
CROMWELL SNO-GOPHERS: Meet the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at their 
clubhouse in Cromwell. For more information or to 
become a member go on line to www.mnsnowmobile.
org and hit the link to Cromwell Sno-Gophers.

PALISADE SUPER SLEDDERS: Meet the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse. 
Note this change of day.

TAMARACK SNO-FLYERS: Meets the second 
Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the clubhouse 
in Tamarack. To become a member, contact  
snoflyersmn@frontier.com or for club info and 
events go to www.mnsnowmobiler.org and click 
on Tamarack Sno-Flyers. Annual trail clean up 
is scheduled for Saturday, November 26. Contact 
Wayne at 218-820-5992.

Mark Your Calendar
MCGREGOR COMMUNITY MEAL: Held on the 
third Wednesday of the month at the McGregor 
Community Center, serving from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. The Community Meal is sponsored by ANGELS 
and the meals are prepared and served by various 
volunteer groups. The meal is free and if one wishes 
to do so, they may make a donation to ANGELS.
JAM SESSIONS: The fourth Thursday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. at McGregor United Methodist Church.
JACOBSON AREA FOOD SHELF: Open the fi rst and 
third Thursday of each month 4:00–6:00 p.m. at Carmel 
Lutheran Church.
MCGREGOR AREA FOOD SHELF: New location: 92 
Maddy Street N., in downtown McGregor. Pick-up 
dates are the fi rst, second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month from 10:00 a.m. to noon. To coordinate 
food donations/deliveries, call Sharon at 426-3330.
TRI-COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF: Serving 
Tamarack, Wright and Cromwell, located in 
Cromwell at the junction of Hwy. 210 and 73. 
Fridays 3:00–5:30 p.m.
AREA CLOTHING DEPOT OF CROMWELL/
WRIGHT: Hours are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
from 10:00 to 3:00. Their location is just north of 
Hwy. 210, about one block north of the railroad 
tracks. If you’re curious, check it out!
MCGREGOR AREA CLOTHING CLOSET: Hours are 
Tuesday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Located south on Maddy Street.
MCGREGOR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: 
Open Tuesday through Friday from noon to 5:00 p.m. 
in downtown McGregor, 218-768-3692.
SANTA COMING TO TOWN: Santa will be visiting 
the McGregor VFW on Saturday, December 3.
KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY: Santa will be visiting 
the Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club on Saturday, 
December 10, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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RAYMOND E. KULJU
Raymond E. Kulju, age 80 of McGregor died Thursday, 

November 10, 2011, at the Grand Itasca Clinic and Hospital in 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota.

Raymond was born March 30, 1931, at Lawler, Minnesota 
the son of Jacob and Hilda (Rengo) Kulju. He grew up and at-
tended schools in Lawler and McGregor graduating from the 
McGregor High School in 1949. He then joined the U.S. Air 
Force and served in Korea. He married Violet Jean O’Brien on 
May 22, 1952, in Tacoma, Washington. He attended Dunwoody 
Institute and he worked for Boeing and then the Hanford Atomic 
Works Plant in Washington. He moved to Lawler in 1960. He 
married his high school sweetheart Elaine Sylte on December 12, 
1964, in St. Paul, MN. They moved to Hastings, Minnesota and 
Ray worked as an electrical maintenance engineer for 3M retir-
ing in 1992. Upon his retirement they moved to the McGregor 
area and he has lived here since. Ray and Elaine owned and 
operated a number of businesses in the area over the years. He 
was a member of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic workers union, 
and the American Legion Post. He also had taught snowmobile 
safety courses.

He is survived by Children: Jack (Beverly) Kulju of Apple 
Valley, Calf.; Tom (Ann) Kulju of Longville, Minn.; Kerry (Ray-
mond) Nelson of Goodland, Minn.; Karl Kulju of Hastings, 
Minn.; Eric (Greta) Kulju of McGregor, Minn.;  Toni (Brett) 
Pugsley of Hastings, Minn.; Kris (Paula) Kulju of Brainerd, 
Minn.; Trell Kulju and special friend Vicki Heckman of Thief 
River Falls, Minn.; 12 Grandchildren: Lisa, Patric, Michael, Britt-
ney, Jacob, Jennifer, Peyton, Cameron, Anna, Cheryl, Michelle, 
Amy; 2 Great Grandchildren: Keira, Tristan. And special niece: 
Kay Blais of Longville, Minn. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, wife Elaine in 2004, 2 infant children, 2 sisters: Elma 
and Elsie and 2 brothers: Weikko and infant brother.

A gathering of family and friends will be held Tuesday, 
November 22, 2011, from 5 to 7 p.m. with a prayer service at 
7 p.m. at the McGregor Funeral Home in McGregor, Minn. 
Burial will be in the Salo Cemetery. Memorials will be given to 
the Independent School District #4 to help further education. 
Arrangements are with the McGregor Funeral Home. To sign 
the online guest register please go to www.srtfuneral.com. 

ELWOOD E. THOMPSON

Elwood E. Thompson, 76 of Tamarack, Minn. died November 
8, 2011, at St. Luke’s Hospital, Duluth. He was born March 25, 
1935, in Ashland, Wisc. to John Thompson 
and Anna (Hanninen) Thompson. He’s a 1953 
Ashland High School graduate and a U.S. Air 
Force veteran serving during the Korea War. 
He lived in Minneapolis for 50 years after his 
1957 marriage to Zola Clift, daughter of Silas 
and Lyla Clift, formerly of Tamarack. 

He worked as a serviceman for Minnegasco 
and as a photo lab manager for Color-by-
Century. He was a talented jack-of-all-trades 
and was self employed for 20 years before 
retirement. Self employment included slate 
board resurfacing, semi-truck driving, auctioneering, TV repair, 
restaurant maintenance and remodeling, snow plowing, lawn mow-
ing and landscaping, auto repair and the list goes on. He was living 
his dream in retirement, digging with his backhoe and bulldozer, 
working to restore his hay fi elds, watching the beavers in our river, 
visiting friends for coffee, and making mojakka soup. He enjoyed 
his new position, serving on the Clark township board. He was a 
member of the Tamarack Presbyterian Church.

Elwood is survived by his wife, Zola, son, Mark Thompson 
(Patty), daughter April Anderson (Dan), grandsons Kenny (Angie) 
and Michael and great-grand daughter, Mckenna Anderson. Also 
survived by Aunt and Uncle Alice and Roger Peters, Highbridge, 
Wisc.; brothers Harold (Shirley) of Grand Rapids, Minn.; John 
(Linda) of Mellen, Wisc. and sisters Rose Ann Lathe of Ashland, 
Wisc. and Sandra Klein of Marshfi eld, Wisc. Aunt and uncle Roger 
and Alice Peters.

He was preceded in death by parents John Thompson and Anna 
Lunda, sister Carol Cozad, and brothers Ray and Jim Thompson 
and Joe Lunda. 

Funeral services will be 12:00 p.m., Saturday, November 19, 
2011, at Round Lake Presbyterian Church, McGregor. Reverend 
John Yingling will offi ciate. Burial will be in Round Lake Cemetery.  
Visitation will be 6 to 8 p.m. – Friday, November 18, at McGregor 
Funeral Home in McGregor and will continue 1 hour prior to the 
service at the church. www.srtfuneral.com

TributesTributes Cast does research for play

The Secret Garden: A cast of twenty McGregor students in grades 4-6 is preparing to present the story of “The Secret 
Garden,” adapted from the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett. The story uncovers the mystery surrounding an abandoned 
garden and a boy locked away by a father in mourning. An orphaned but wealthy English girl and a family of loving country 
folk learn to appreciate simple joys and the process of healing old wounds. To accurately portray this Victorian story set 
in an English mansion, the cast visited and toured Glensheen Mansion in Duluth, where they gathered ideas for creating 
the scene on our local stage. Mark December 2 and 3 on your calendar. This production will certainly provide an evening 
of wonderful theater entertainment for all ages.
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BAXTER, Minn.  — USDA Rural Development 
can help you own your own home. Rural Development 
offers a subsidized home loan program that allows very 
low and low income residents living in rural areas to buy 
their own homes.

Applicants may purchase a new home, existing home 
or build a new home. Payments are based on household 
income, and loans are made with a subsidy provision to 
make payments affordable. To qualify, applicants must 
meet Rural Development’s income limits, have adequate 
and dependable income, have an acceptable credit his-
tory, be unable to obtain suffi cient credit from other 
sources, and show repayment ability.

The Rural Development home improvement and 
repair program makes it possible for very low income 
families to obtain a low interest loan to make home 
repairs, install essential features or remove health and 
safety hazards.

For details, call the USDA Rural Development offi ce 
in Baxter at 218-829-5964, extension 4.

Affordable home 
loans available

McGregor Elementary Honor Roll announced
A Honor Roll

4th Grade: Emma Arnold, 
Micah Barnaby, Karley Eld, 
Carson Ford, Laine Horton, 
Tyler Horton, Logan Jack-
son, Kathryn Jacobs, Em-
ily Johnson, Grace Johnson, 
Alana Maki, Marshall Passer, 
Audrianna Rosenberg and 
Nathan Scollard

5th Grade: Andrea Bohn, 

DULUTH, Minn.—  High 
school seniors throughout 
Northeastern and North Cen-
tral Minnesota who plan to ma-
jor in mathematics or science-
based fi elds of study in college 
are encouraged to apply for a 
$20,000 scholarship ($5,000 
per year for up to 4 years) from 
the Marshall H. and Nellie 
Alworth Memorial Fund. 

Applications are now avail-
able online at www.alworth-
scholarship.org. The applica-
tion period continues through 
January 15, 2012. 

To be considered for a 
scholarship, applicants must: 

• be graduating from a 
high school in one of the fol-
lowing Minnesota counties: 
Aitkin, Beltrami, Carlton, Cass, 
Cook, Crow Wing, Itasca, 

Koochiching, Lake, and St. 
Louis. 

• have a composite score of 
25 or higher on the American 
College Test (ACT). 

• commit to a major in a 
math or science-based fi eld. 

• have demonstrated quali-
ties of character, perseverance, 
and ambition. 

• be from a family whose 
taxable income is less than 
$120,000. 

For full scholarship require-
ment information including a 
list of eligible majors, visit www.
alworthscholarship.org. 

In 1949, Marshall W. Al-
worth established the Marshall 
H. and Nellie Alworth Memo-
rial Fund as a tribute to his 
parents. Marshall H. Alworth 
was an early timber and mining 

developer and fi nancier whose 
generosity and public minded-
ness greatly benefi ted the Du-
luth community. The Alworth 
Trust supporting this scholar-
ship program is presently val-
ued at nearly $27 million. For 
the 2011/12 academic year, 
$1.5 million will be distributed 
among 300 current recipients. 

Board members include 
the following:  Tere Ivanca, 
Grand Rapids, MN, President; 
James Abelsen, Duluth, MN, 
Vice President; Eric Norberg, 
Duluth, MN, Treasurer; John 
Hyduke, Duluth, MN; Pat Al-
trichter, Brainerd, MN; Linda 
Niskanen, Virginia, MN; and 
Tom Renier, Duluth, MN.

For more information about 
the Alworth Memorial Fund, visit 
www.alworthscholarship.org.

Alworth Memorial Scholarship 
applications now available

ST. PAUL, Minn.— The Minnesota Department 
of Transportation’s snowplow operators are trained, 
experienced and prepared to assist motorists through 
another winter season.   

“Our crews have the equipment and technology to 
do an excellent job of clearing Minnesota’s roads,” said 
MnDOT Commissioner Tom Sorel. “We need motor-
ists to do their part to keep the roads safe this winter, 
by giving our plows room to work.” 

Last year in Minnesota, there were 72 crashes 
involving vehicles that hit snowplows. This is typically 
caused by inattentive drivers, motorists driving too close 
to the plow or motorists driving too fast for conditions. 

Operators have much to monitor and control, and 
their ability to see behind them is limited by side mir-
rors. Their vision can also be hampered by the snow 
clouds they create while plowing. 

“We all must get back into winter driving mode, 
which means increasing caution and patience while re-
ducing distractions,” Sorel urged. “To keep themselves 
safe and the highways open, motorists need to stay at 
least fi ve car lengths away from snowplows and give 
the plows time to remove the snow.”

Safe driving means:
•Check road conditions at www.511mn.org or call 

511; it takes time to get roads back to good driving 
conditions. 

•Be patient and remember snowplows are working 
to improve road conditions for your trip.

•Stay back at least fi ve car lengths behind the plow, far 
from the snow cloud. Snowplow operators will pull over 
when it is safe to do so to allow traffi c build-up to pass. 

•Stay alert for snowplows that turn or exit fre-
quently and often with little warning. They may also 
travel over centerlines or partially in traffi c to further 
improve road conditions. 

•Slow down to a safe speed for current conditions, 
and give yourself plenty of travel time. Snowplows typi-
cally move at slower speeds.

•Buckle up and ensure children are properly se-
cured in the correct child restraint.  

•Avoid unnecessary travel if road conditions are 
too poor. 

 For additional tips, go to www.mndot.gov/workzone.

Angela Branchaud, Blake 
Donner, Robby Kral, Tryston 
Morlang, Constance Pagan 
and Renee Rambler Hill

6th Grade: Dustin De-
Menge, Joey Glunz, Joe 
Heagle, Chloe Larson, Isaac 
Nistler and Carson Passer

B Honor Roll
4th Grade: Michael John-

son, Gavin Jones and Jackson 
Paquette

5th Grade: Grace An-
derson, Jasmine Collins, Evie 
Cook, Blaze Dess, Christian 
Wylie and Madison Wytten-
back

6th Grade: Aaliyah Hart, 
Rachel Hauser, Shelby Kelley 
and Anabel Marotz

Prepare for 
winter roads
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