
REV. EARL ANDREW ALMQUIST

Rev. Earl Andrew Almquist, 82, of Cromwell, died Monday, 
September 12, 2011, in Villa Vista Care Center. He was born 
Dec. 14, 1928, in Minneapolis to Theodore 
and Elsie Almquist. Earl was raised in rural 
Hennepin and Anoka counties. He gradu-
ated from Anoka High School in 1947. He 
was an Army veteran serving in Germany 
during the Korean Confl ict. On Sept. 17, 
1955, Earl married Marlene Bennethum 
in Columbia Heights. He worked various 
jobs until that one day, in 1960, he received 
a letter from his mother speaking of him 
going into the ministry. He prayed about 
it and has never doubted he was called to 
preach. He received his Bachelor’s degree from St. Cloud State 
and his Bachelor’s in Divinity from Garrett. He was ordained 
in the United Methodist Church in 1964. He worked at various 
churches in Minnesota until retiring from the Deer River/Big 
Falls United Methodist Church in 1995. After his retirement, 
he served as a part time minister in Kerrick.

 Earl loved to read and enjoyed working on the computer, 
writing poetry and woodworking.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Marlene of Cromwell; 

two brothers, Rev. Robert (Sandy) of Barnum and Rev. Daniel (Max-
ine) of Sturgeon Lake; and one sister, Elizabeth Negley of Babbitt. 

Earl was preceded in death by one brother, Rev. George; and 
one brother-in-law, Gordon Negley. 

 Funeral services were held September 16, 2011 in Bethany 
Lutheran Church in Cromwell. Burial was in Fridsborg Cemetery 
in East Bethel, Minn. Arrangements entrusted to Atkins Northland 
Funeral Home, Cloquet. To sign the guest book and offer an online 
tribute, see www.atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com

CAROL B. (TVEIT) GILGENBACH

Carol B. (Tveit) Gilgenbach, 85, of McGregor, died Wednesday, 
November 2, 2011. 

She is survived by children, C.J. Ainsworth, Terry Tveit, Tom 
Tveit, Suzi Tveit-Vickstrom, Julie Tveit, Todd Tveit; Gilgenbach 
children, Ron, Gary, Tom, Nancy, Linda, Dolly; and Pat Doelz; 14 
grandchildren, 34 great-grandchildren; 2.5 great-great-grandchil-
dren; brothers, Dennis, Marvin, Vernon; sisters, Ione and Bernice. 

Carol was preceded in death by her children’s father, Jorgen 
Tveit; husband, Elmer “Gil” Gilgenbach; companion, Arthur 
“Sparky” Doelz; brother, Harlen. 

Funeral services were held November 7, 2011, at Sunset Funeral 
Home, 2250 St. Anthony Blvd NE, Mpls (612-789-3596). Interment 
Sunset Cemetery. www.sunsetfuneralservices.com

Events
SANTA SHOP: at McGregor School Friday, December 
9, for McGregor Students K-6 grade.

KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY: Santa will be visiting the 
Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club on Saturday, December 
10, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Luminary Service: You are invited to join us for 
our annual Luminary Program on December 10, 
2011 at the Cromwell Pavilion. Candle light, good 
food, memories and music! 5:00 p.m. - Santa will 
welcome children. 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. - Ice Skating 
(weather permitting) 5:30-6:45 p.m. - Soup Supper 
for $4.00. Program begins at 7:00 p.m. with music, 
and an inspirational message from Tim Homstad. 
To purchase luminary memorial bags, stop in at the 
Cromwell Self Serve on December 4th 3:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Bags are $1.00 each.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA: The Grace Lutheran Church 
Choir and McGregor Area Community Singers will present 
“Night of the Father’s Love” on Sunday, December 11 at 
3:00 p.m. at Holy Family Catholic Church, McGregor. The 
Bell Ringers of Grace will also play. All are welcome.

City, Township Meetings
TAMARACK CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, 
December 7, at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

SHAMROCK TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
Meets Thursday, December 8, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
town hall.

WRIGHT CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, 
December 14, at 7:00 p.m.

MCGREGOR CITY COUNCIL: Meets Tuesday, 
December 20, at 7:10 p.m. at City Hall.

Other Meetings
MCGREGOR AIRPORT COMMISSION:  Meets 
Wednesday, December 7, at 6:00 p.m. at AD building.

MCGREGOR LIONS CLUB: Meets Monday, December 12, 
at 6:00 p.m., at the McGregor Community Center.

TAMARACK GOLDEN AGE CLUB: Meets Tuesday, 
December 13, at noon, at the Tamarack Sno-Flyers Club.

TAMARACK RIVER WATERSHED TEAM: Meets 
the fi rst Monday of the month at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Cromwell Pavilion. All are welcome!
AITKIN COUNTY REPUBLICANS: Meets the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. upstairs of the 
Aitkin Eye Care Center. Next monthly meeting will be 
held on Monday, December 12. www.aitkingop.com
LAKE COUNTRY QUILTERS GUILD: Meets the third 
Monday of the month from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club.
AITKIN COUNTY TRIAD: Meets the fi rst Tuesday of 
the month at 10:30 a.m. at various sites in the county. 
Watch the paper for the place of each meeting.

DFL CLUB: Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
noon at the 40 Club in Aitkin. Next meeting is June 14.
FRIENDS OF RICE LAKE: No December meeting. 
Meets the third Wednesday of each month starting 
with the 18th of January at 1:30 p.m. at the visitor 
center at Refuge Headquarters.
WRIGHT SENIOR CITIZENS BUILDING: Is open every 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. The fi rst Wednesday is a 
scheduled meeting, followed by games and lunch.
MCGRATH HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: Meets every 
other month on Wednesday, at 1:00 p.m. at Vie’s 
Place in McGrath. Next meeting is December 21. 

BUSY BEE SENIORS OF JACOBSON: Meets every 
Thursday at Jacobson Community Center from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome! Bring a dish 
to share for potluck at noon. Cards and socializing are 
enjoyed. For more information, call 218-752-6652.
RICE RIVER SENIORS: Meets the fi rst Thursday of the 
month, at 1:00 p.m., at the Rice River Senior Center.
MCGREGOR FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY: Meets 
the third Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m. at the 
McGregor library.
MCGREGOR DOWNTOWN SUBCOMMITTEE of the 
Chamber of Commerce: Meets the second Thursday 
of the month, at 5:30 p.m. at the Schoolhouse Cafe.
LAC: Local mental health Advisory Council meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Hope Drop 
Inn located at 210 2nd St. NW in Aitkin. Our main mission 
is to provide and improve local mental health services.

Community Health
AITKIN COUNTY CHAPTER OF GAMBLERS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bethel Lutheran Church in Palisade. Anyone with a 
gambling problem is welcome. For further information, 
please contact Pastor Bill, 218-845-2429
MERCY’S DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month, at 2:30 p.m. in Community 
Room 1 at Mercy Hospital. The group is facilitated by 
Betty Zebrasky, RN, and includes education and support. 

Please call 218-485-5836 for more information.
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the 
second Tuesday of the month at Mercy Hospital, in 
Moose Lake, at 6:30 p.m. in Comm. Room 1. Call 
218-485-5599 for more information.
CHILD LOSS GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets on 
the fi rst Thursday of each month at Mercy Hospital, 
in Moose Lake, 7:00–8:30 p.m. For more information 
about Mercy’s Grief Support Groups, please call 218-
485-5508 or e-mail cblatz@sisunet.org.
ASK THE PHYSICAL THERAPIST: Every second 
Thursday of the month from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Spend 
time with Judy Hawley, PT, MAPL for a FREE question 
and answer series related to your body. Meet in the 
McGregor fi tness center.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the fourth Thursday 
of every month at Mercy Hospital. Morning session: 
10:00–11:30 a.m. Evening session: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
GRIEF SUPPORT RESOURCES: Information on grief 
support groups and services in Aitkin County. Call Val 
Thompson at Riverwood at 218-927-5524 or Mary Ann 
Kult at 218-426-3491.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING PALISADE: 
Meets Mondays, at 7:00 p.m. in the Bethel Lutheran 
Church basement.
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. at the ALANO building on Big Sandy. 
For more info., contact Rich, 218-426-3558; Kenton, 
218-768-3811; or Jack, 218-426-4029. Interested in 
Alateen? Call Ramona at 218-426-3344.
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALANON MEETING: 
Meets Thursdays, at noon and Mondays at 7:00 p.m. at 
ALANO building on Big Sandy. Call Kenton at 768-3811 
or Ramona at 426-3344 or Lynda at 426-4370.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Tamarack School House in 
Tamarack. Call Dennis W. at 218-838-3326.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Wright. Call Andy L. at 357-2177.
MCGREGOR MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SUPPORT 
GROUP: Meets the second and fourth Friday of every 
month at the McGregor United Methodist Church from 

1:00-3:00 p.m. For more information, please call Karen 
at 218-392-0143 or Larissa 218-851-7417.
MCGREGOR/BIG SANDY LAKE NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets every Friday, at 7:00 p.m., at 
the ALANO building. For more information contact 
Joe at 218-316-1929.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. at the ALANO building on Big 
Sandy. Call Rich at 426-3558 or Rob N. at 426-5210.

Veterans
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICES: Historic 
military vehicles will be on display at the Aitkin County 
Courthouse from 10:00 a.m. to noon on Veterans Day 
(Nov. 11). Cookies and coffee will be served.  
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER: 
Penny Harms will be at the ANGELS offi ce in McGregor, 
10:00 a.m.–noon, the third Thursday of the month by 
appointment only. Please call 1-888-404-7320.
AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILIARY: Meets the fi rst 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Minnewawa 
Sportsmen’s Club.
LARSON-DENEEN VFW POST 2747 & AUXILIARY: 
Meets the second Thursday of each month, at 3:00 
p.m., at the VFW Hall. Railroad and First Street.
MATHEW W. SANDERS VFW POST 1721: Meets the last 
Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m. at Palisade City Hall.

Snowmobile & ATV Clubs
EVERGREEN P.A.C. ATV CLUB: Meets the fi rst Thursday 
of each month at 7:00 p.m. The meetings will be held at 
various locations. Meetings are open to the public. Check 
out the web site at www.evergreen-pac-atvclub.com.
WHITE PINE RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets the fi rst 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the McGrath 
Fire Hall, unless otherwise posted. New members and 
visitors always welcome.
CROMWELL SNO-GOPHERS: Meet the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at their 
clubhouse in Cromwell. For more information or to 
become a member go on line to www.mnsnowmobile.
org and hit the link to Cromwell Sno-Gophers.

PALISADE SUPER SLEDDERS: Meet the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse. 
Note this change of day.

TAMARACK SNO-FLYERS: Meets the second 
Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the clubhouse 
in Tamarack. To become a member, contact  
snoflyersmn@frontier.com or for club info and 
events go to www.mnsnowmobiler.org and click on 
Tamarack Sno-Flyers. 

Mark Your Calendar
MCGREGOR COMMUNITY MEAL: Held on the 
third Wednesday of the month at the McGregor 
Community Center, serving from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. The Community Meal is sponsored by ANGELS 
and the meals are prepared and served by various 
volunteer groups. The meal is free and if one wishes 
to do so, they may make a donation to ANGELS.
JAM SESSIONS: The fourth Thursday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. at McGregor United Methodist Church.
JACOBSON AREA FOOD SHELF: Open the fi rst and 
third Thursday of each month 4:00–6:00 p.m. at Carmel 
Lutheran Church.
MCGREGOR AREA FOOD SHELF: New location: 92 
Maddy Street N., in downtown McGregor. Pick-up 
dates are the fi rst, second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month from 10:00 a.m. to noon. To coordinate 
food donations/deliveries, call Sharon at 426-3330.
TRI-COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF: Serving 
Tamarack, Wright and Cromwell, located in 
Cromwell at the junction of Hwy. 210 and 73. 
Fridays 3:00–5:30 p.m.
AREA CLOTHING DEPOT OF CROMWELL/
WRIGHT: Hours are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
from 10:00 to 3:00. Their location is just north of 
Hwy. 210, about one block north of the railroad 
tracks. If you’re curious, check it out!
MCGREGOR AREA CLOTHING CLOSET: Hours are 
Tuesday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Located south on Maddy Street.
MCGREGOR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: 
Open Tuesday through Friday from noon to 5:00 p.m. 
in downtown McGregor, 218-768-3692.
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Minnesota leads nation in math

ROSEVILLE, Minn.— 
Even as Minnesota remained 
a national achievement leader 
in overall reading and math 
scores, several states made 
larger gains according to “The 
Nation’s Report Card,” released 
by the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP).

The report, released every 
two years, compares student 
achievement from different 
states. This year’s results show 
Minnesota fourth- and eighth-
grade students again achieved 
above the national average in 
reading and math; however 
scores remained fl at compared 
to 2009 results. Scores also re-
vealed a continued achievement 
gap between various groups of 
students.

“These scores reinforce the 
sense of urgency we feel around 
making sure every student is 
achieving at high levels,” said 
Minnesota Education Com-
missioner Brenda Cassellius. 
“While we’re delighted that 
Minnesota students lead the na-
tion in “above profi cient” math 
scores, other states are making 
greater strides in reading. The 
good news is that in the last 
10 months, we’ve engaged in a 
strategic approach to improve-
ment in this area that includes 
the Governor’s 7-Point Plan’s 
focus on early learning and 
reading well by third grade and 
new bi-partisan, incentive-based 
early literacy initiatives enacted 
this session. Those efforts will 
help ensure Minnesota’s schools 
continue to lead the nation and 

the world.”
“For decades Minnesota 

has enjoyed an economic edge 
due in large measure to the fact 
that our education system was 
considered one of the nation’s 
best,” said Cassellius. “We are 
still ahead of the curve, but 
that won’t be the case for long 
if other states continue to gain 
ground while we simply hold 
steady. Today’s report under-
scores the need to redouble 
our commitment to ensure all 
Minnesota students – regardless 
of race, socio-economic status 
or region of the state in which 
they live – have the opportunity 
to succeed and achieve at the 
highest level.”

In the ten months since be-
ing appointed as Commissioner, 
Cassellius has set an innovative 
agenda to improve education for 
all students in Minnesota. She 
has worked with Governor Day-
ton to form the 7-Point Plan for 
Better Schools, which focuses on 
excellence and opportunity for 
all students, closing achievement 
gaps, and improved support for 
the profession of teaching. Key 
reforms have included funding 
for performance-based early lit-
eracy initiatives, new bi-partisan 
teacher and principal evaluation 
and alternative teacher licensure 
laws enacted during the 2011 
special session, and the creation 
of a new website and data center 
that will provide a better system 
of reporting achievement data to 
parents and stakeholders due to 
launch in early December.

Highlights of the 
Nation’s Report include:

Mathematics –Grade 4
•Minnesota students scored 

signifi cantly higher than Na-
tion’s Public school average

•Two states (Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire) were 
signifi cantly higher than Minne-
sota in 2011. In 2009, no states 
were signifi cantly higher. 

•Achievement gap remained 
large between white students 
and students of color.

Mathematics – Grade 8
•Minnesota students scored 

signifi cantly higher than Na-
tion’s Public school average

•One state (Massachusetts) 
was signifi cantly higher than 
Minnesota in 2011. This was 
the same as 2009. 

•Achievement gap remained 
large between white students 
and students of color.

Reading – Grade 4
•Minnesota students 

achieved higher than the na-
tional level, but not signifi cantly 
higher. 

•Ten states were signifi -
cantly higher than Minnesota in 
2011. In 2009, only six states 
were signifi cantly higher. 

•Achievement gap remained 
large between white students 
and students of color.

Reading – Grade 8
•Minnesota students scored 

signifi cantly higher than Na-
tion’s Public school average

•Five states were sig-
nifi cantly higher. In 2009, only 
three states were higher.

•Achievement gap remained 
large between white students 
and students of color.

Students post strong math scores, reading 
levels stay fl at and achievement gap persists as 
other states make greater strides

Christmas Cantata to be held 
at Holy Family Catholic Church

MCGREGOR, Minn.— 
Enjoy the 24th annual Christ-
mas Cantata “Night of the 
Father’s Love” on Sunday, 
December 11 at 3:00 p.m. at 
Holy Family Catholic Church 
in McGregor. The can-
tata will be presented by the 
Grace Lutheran Choir and 
the McGregor Area Commu-
nity Singers, representing ten 
area churches. 

The choir is under the 
direction of Sandra Kilde 
and is accompanied by Jo 
Schneider, Sue Berg and 
Jeanne Thompson. Soloists 
are Doris Schmidt and Terry 
Donovan. Bob Guntzburger 
and Gaylene Spolarich are 

the narrators for this year’s 
cantata.

Enhancing the cantata 
will be music presented by 
the Bell Ringers of Grace 
who have played since 2004. 
This year they will present 
four special music selections. 
Also included will be the 
singing of several Christmas 
carols by the choir and con-
gregation.

The night of the Father’s 
love...the night the ancient 
prophecies were fulfi lled; 
the night of the angelic an-
nouncement of the birth as 
the star shone brightly above, 
leading others to witness this 
incredible gift of love from 

God in human form – Je-
sus, the babe. It was into the 
shadows and winter of this 
world that Christ came to 
bring us the light and warmth 
of his salvation. Composed 
by Pepper Choplin, “Night 
of the Father’s Love,” with 
orchestration by Michael 
Lawrence and Mark Hayes, 
celebrates this great light and 
illuminates the sanctuary 
with the messages of hope, 
peace, joy and love. 

Following the perfor-
mance, everyone is invited to 
gather for a time of fellowship.

Holy Family Catholic 
Church is located in down-
town McGregor.


