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Holiday hours for Riverwood

Kids remembered at Christmas
BY DARLENE MACIEJ
Contributing Writer

The Marines of the 
Heartland Detachment Marine 
Corps League are again in 
the process of collecting toys 
along with the year–long cash 
raising events. Approximately 
950 children appeared on the 
Christmas toy request list last 
year and with the number high 
again this year, the collection 
will continue. 

In 1981, when the pro-
gram fi rst started, the Elk’s 
Club in Brainerd was the 
distribution center. The collec-
tion was for approximately 25 
to 30 children. The toys were 
hand wrapped and delivered to 
the home. The deputy sheriffs 
helped with the delivery in the 
rural area. At that time it was 
known as Toys for Tots until 
1997 when the name changed 
to Toys for Kids. It changed 
locations over the years and 
with the program growing so 
large, for the Southern Crow 
Wing County, about 10 years 
ago the distribution center had 
stationed itself at the Brainerd 
Armory. 

The name changed so the 
donations will now stay local 
along with the program being 
a volunteer event. Additional 
changes include that today 
the parents do the wrapping 
and they will stop by to pick 
up the large bag. The toys 
include books, puzzles, dolls, 
cars, trucks, videos, DVD 
players, stuffed animals, Avon, 
sleds, remote control vehicles, 
sports equipment, farm toys 
and even bikes. The top mark 
of gift giving is $70.00 per 
child. With approximately 900 
children (Age newborn to 15 
years old) it will take a lot of 
help. There are the special 
requests that are handled with 
care by using money made in 
various fundraisers throughout 
the year and cash donations. 

To start the program off, 
the Salvation Army collects the 
applications completed with 
the list of toys requested. The 
application is critiqued by the 
Bridges of Hope to verify they 

qualify for the program. Bike 
requests are catalogued to limit 
over-requesting and this is 
only the beginning. The appli-
cation is looked over by Yvette 
Buck who will mark down any 
special request which will be 
purchased. The forms are held 
in a separate pile until the re-
quest is received. Once all toys 
are on hand, the applications 
are passed on to a volunteer 
who picks up a bag with a 
number taped on (the number 
matches the family application 
on the form). The gathering 
of toys is completed and the 
bag is stored away until the 
pick up date. The Marines of 
Heartland are from many areas 
in the state, Pequot Lakes, Isle, 
McGrath, Pine City, and Little 
Falls. 

How is the collection of 
toys done? First the collection 
of the toys goes from the day 
after Thanksgiving to the dis-
tribution day. The busiest time 
is the drive right before Christ-
mas. There are approximately 
53 new toy drop places in the 
area of Baxter and Brainerd 
along with Crosby, Ironton, 
Merrifi eld, Garrison, and Fort 
Ripley. Cash donation are 
mailed to Toys for Kids, PO 
Box 2811, Baxter, MN 56245. 

The success of this pro-
gram is fi rst ensured by the 
Marines of the Heartland 
Detachment Marine Corps 

League. Jack Huber, last year’s 
Committee Chair is passing 
on the responsibility to Steve 
Amerud, this year’s Commit-
tee Chair. The Paymaster, 
Bill Wortham handles all of 
the Toys For Kids money and 
fi nancial records. Jim Shubert 
handles the inventory as the 
toys are received. The Radio-
thon and collection of toys 
by 3Wi radio with a goal of 
$10,000 has also contributed 
to the success. The help from 
the Salvation Army, Sen-
tence to Serve of Crow Wing 
County, Volunteers, support 
of businesses, organizations 
and individual has been a great 
success builder. The Associ-
ate in Action from Kohl’s has 
provided volunteers along with 
three donations of $500.00. 
Thomas Conway, Assistant 
Store Manager, conveys the 
Associate in Action program 
helps out with different events 
all year long. They are happy to 
join in the help for the success 
of the Toys for Kids program. 

The big day will soon be 
here when the bags will be 
picked up by the parents. The 
STS of Crow Wing will be 
helping to carry the bags out to 
the cars. The toys not distrib-
uted are carried over to the 
next year’s Toys for Kids event. 
A huge thank you to all who 
helped make this a big success. 
Merry Christmas!
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Bags of Toys: Santa look-alike, Steve Buck from Isle, is just one of the many 
volunteers packing bags of toys to distribute to area children.

MCGREGOR, 
Minn.— Riverwood 
Healthcare Center clin-
ics in Aitkin, Garrison and 
McGregor will be closed 
for the Christmas and New 
Year’s Day holidays on De-
cember 26 and January 2.

Riverwood’s Garrison 
clinic and pharmacy will 
close at noon on December 
24 and on Saturday, Janu-

ary 31.
Urgent Care is typi-

cally open at the hospital 
in Aitkin from 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and will be 
open on December 26 and 
January 2. 

Riverwood’s business 
offi ce, which handles 
patient billing, will be 
closed December 26 and 

January 2.
“Anytime you have an 

urgent medical issue when 
Riverwood’s clinics and 
Urgent Care are closed, call 
911 for immediate medi-
cal help or come to River-
wood’s hospital emergency 
room,” says Barb Fulton, 
Riverwood’s clinic and out-
patient services manager.

ST. PAUL, Minn.— As snow falls and road conditions 
turn icy, Commerce Commissioner Mike Rothman issued a 
consumer alert, providing simple tips to help consumers stay 
safe and insured on Minnesota roads this winter.

“Three inches of snow caused 189 car accidents and 
193 spinouts last Sunday alone,” said Commissioner 
Rothman. “Most motorists think it could never happen to 
them. But accidents happen when we least expect them, 
and it is imperative that Minnesotans do everything they 
can this winter to prevent avoidable mishaps, and prepare 
for accidents should they occur.”

“Before you get behind the wheel this winter, there 
are a number of simple things you can do to keep you 
and your passengers safe and ensure any damages will be 
covered in case of an accident,” Rothman said.

Rothman encourages all Minnesota motorists to follow 
these simple tips to make sure your car and car insurance 
are ready for the journey. In addition, consumers are en-
couraged to visit the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
website http://mn.gov/commerce/insurance/topics/auto-
leisure/claims-process-auto.jsp for information about how 
to fi le an insurance claim following an accident.

WINTERIZE YOUR CAR
To avoid car troubles, schedule regular tune-ups and 

oil changes. If you are going on a trip to visit family this 
Holiday Season, make sure to get your car checked out in 
advance. If you want to do some basic maintenance your-
self, here are a few simple things you can do to ensure 
your car is ready for winter driving.

• Maintain Visibility. If your car’s wipers leave 
streaks of water behind, or if the rubber on the wiper 
blade shows signs of stiffness or cracking, get a new set 
of wipers. Don’t use the wipers to remove ice from the 
windshield – keep an ice scraper on hand. If it’s going 
to snow the next day and your vehicle is parked outside, 
put the wipers into the raised position to keep them from 
freezing to the windshield.

• Maintain Hoses and Belts. You can check hoses on 
a cool engine by pinching them. There should be no soft 
spots or bulging areas. Feel for lengthwise cracks in the 
inner liner of the hoses. Check all belts for worn spots, 
cracks or shredding fabric reinforcement.

• Check Other Vital Fluids. This includes fl uids for 
the engine, coolant, transmission, brakes, power steering 
and windshield washers.

• Use the Right Oil. Engine oil will thicken when it’s 
cold, making it harder on the engine. Always check the 
owner’s manual for the manufacturer’s recommendation, 
but generally speaking, you should use a multi-viscosity 
oil that has a W as part of the viscosity index. This means 
it’s formulated for winter use.

• Prep the Battery. For maintenance-free batteries, 
check the window on top to see if it’s fully charged. If it’s 
not, have it professionally tested. For conventional bat-
teries, remove the plastic caps on top of the battery and 
check the fl uid level. If it’s low, add distilled water. Make 
sure battery cables are securely attached to the termi-
nals. If your battery is more than fi ve years old, consider 
replacing it.

• Check the Brakes. If your car pulls to one side 
when you brake, or if you hear any grinding noises or feel 
unusual vibrations when you apply the brakes, take the 
vehicle to a mechanic.

• Make Sure You Have Appropriate Tires. Partially 
worn tires reduce your ability to stop or get going in 
snowy driving conditions. Winter tires have tread pat-
terns and compounds that are specifi cally designed to grip 
snow and ice for good traction on slippery roads.

• Pack an Emergency Kit. It should include a fl ash-
light, fl ares or refl ective triangle, a distress sign, fi rst aid 
supplies, basic tools, blankets, water, and a fully charged 
cell phone. If you have roadside assistance, store the 
number in a handy location.

Make sure your car 
is ready for winter

WANTEDWANTED
YOUR CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT
call the Voyageur Offi ce at 

218-768-3405.

Legals 700

“We can remove bankruptcies, judgments, liens, 
and bad loans from your credit fi le forever!” The 
Federal Trade Commissions says companies that 
promise to scrub your credit report of accurate nega-
tive information for a fee are lying. Under federal 
law, accurate negative information can be reported 
for up to seven years, and some bankruptcies for 
up to 10 years. Learn about managing credit and 
debt at ftc.gov/credit. A message from the Voyageur 
Press and the FTC.

TRADER’S POST CLASSIFIEDS

FREE

Items Priced
$0-$100

20 words - 4 weeks

Items Priced
$101-$999

20 words - 4 weeks • FREE photo

Items Priced
$1,000+

20 words - 4 weeks • FREE photo

$595 $1995

Featuring these classifi cations and more!
100 Announcements
200 Employment
300 Animals/Farm/Garden
400 For Sale
500 Garage Sales/Auctions
600 For Rent
700 Legal
800 Automotive Services
900 Professional Services
1000 Home Improvement Services
1100 Other Services
1200 Real Estate Services

Placing an ad is easy. Contact our offi ce:
In person: 15 Country House Lane, 

McGregor, MN 55760
By mail: PO Box 59, McGregor, MN 

55760
By phone: 218-768-3405
By fax: 218-768-7046

COURT RESOURCES-SAVE!
We accept payments...Bankruptcy debt relief $860* 
Divorce/Custody $570* Civil/DUI start at $165*
*court fees additional - compassionate assistants
Call 218-828-4483. 

Central Boiler Outdoor Wood Furnaces: Starting at 
$4990 with rebates. Parts and installation available. 
PL Wood Boiler Sales 218-310-4025.

Have something you would like to sell? 
Great rates! Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how to 
get your item listed and SOLD today!

FOR RENT: 2 BR house, McGregor area. No pets/ 
smoking. $550/month plus utilities. 218-768-4271.

WANT TO BUY: Livestock of all kinds; dairy, beef 
cattle, feeder calves, yearlings, cows, and bulls. DE-
PENDABLE TRUCKING ANYWHERE. Rick Olesiak, 
Cromwell, MN 218-644-3940 or 218-393-1572.

Animals/Farm/Garden 300

For Sale 400

Employment 200

General 100

Auction 500

Antiques/Collectibles 410

For Rent 600

Having an auction? List it here and draw more foot 
traffi c and potential buyers! Call 218-768-3405!

Craft Sale 510

Having a craft sale? List it here and draw more foot 
traffi c and potential buyers! Call 218-768-3405!

Sudoku 690

HELP WANTED: Have a position that needs fi lling? 
Advertise it here at a great rate and get it fi lled fast! 
Call 218-768-3405 to fi nd out how.

SHAMROCK TOWNSHIP
Notice Of Candidate Filing

For Township Offi ce

Notice is hereby given for the time of fi ling affi davits 
of candidacy for township offi cers to be elected at 
the Shamrock Township Annual Election, Tuesday, 
March 13, 2012.

Filings will open January 3, 2012 and close at 5:00 
p.m. on January 17, 2012. Filing can be made by 
contacting the clerk at 218-426-3736. Offi ces to be 
fi lled are: Supervisor for a 3-year term and Clerk for 
a 2-year term. Filing fee is $2.00.

Dated December 8, 2011
Candace Bartel, Clerk
Shamrock Township
December 13 and 20, 2011 ..........................3.875

SPALDING TOWNSHIP
Notice Of Candidate Filing

For Township Offi ce

Notice is hereby given for the time of fi ling affi davits 
of candidacy for township offi cers to be elected at 
the Spalding Township Annual Election, to be held 
on Tuesday, March 13, 2012.

Filings will open January 3, 2012, and close at 5:00 
p.m. on January 17, 2012. Filing can be made at 
the clerk’s home located at 19298 Driftwood Street, 
McGregor, MN 55760. Offi ces to be fi lled are: Super-
visor for a 3-year term and Clerk for a 2-year term. 
Filing fee is $2.00.

Dated December 9, 2011
Marion Davis, Clerk
Spalding Township
December 13 and 20, 2011 ..............................4.1

Do you deal in antiques and collectibles? Are you 
looking for antiques or collectibles? Let our readers 
know by placing it here. Call 218-768-3405!

LAKEVIEW TOWNSHIP
Notice Of Candidate Filing

For Township Offi ce

Notice is hereby given for the time of fi ling affi davits 
of candidacy for township offi cers can be fi led with 
the town clerk at 1611 Tamarack Lake Road, Wright, 
MN 55798.

Filing begins January 3, 2012 and ends at 5:00 
p.m. on January 17, 2012. Filing can be made by 
contacting the clerk at 218-341-9769. Offi ces to be 
fi lled are: Supervisor for a 3-year term, Supervisor 
for a 2-year term, Treasurer for a 1-year term and 
Clerk for a 2-year term. Filing fee is $2.00.

Dated December 12, 2011
Douglas J. Suhonen, Clerk
Shamrock Township
December 13 and 20, 2011 ..............................4.1

RICE RIVER TOWNSHIP
Notice Of Candidate Filing

For Township Offi ce

Notice is hereby given for the time of fi ling affi davits 
of candidacy for township offi cers to be elected at 
the Rice River Township Annual Election, to be held 
on Tuesday, March 13, 2012.

Filings will open January 3, 2012, and close at 5:00 
p.m. on January 17, 2012. Filing can be made at 
the clerk’s home located at 16507 Driftwood Street, 
McGregor, MN 55760. Offi ces to be fi lled are: Super-
visor for a 3-year term and Clerk for a 2-year term. 
Filing fee is $2.00.

Dated December 9, 2011
Janie Libra, Clerk
Rice River Township
December 20, 2011 and January 3, 2012 ........4.1
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AITKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Synopsis of Board Meeting Minutes

November 22, 2011
In pursuance of MN Statute 375.12, Subd. 1.

The meeting was called to order at 10:16 a.m.

Present at the meeting were Chairperson Laurie 
Westerlund, Commissioners J. Mark Wedel, Don 
Niemi, and Brian Napstad. Commissioner Anne 
Marcotte was absent. County Administrator Patrick 
Wussow and Administrative Assistant Sue Bingham 
were also present.

Motion carried, Wedel/Napstad, to approve the 
November 22, 2011 amended agenda

Motion carried, Wedel/Niemi, to approve the consent 
agenda.

To approve November 8, 2011 County Board 
minutes.

Resolution adopted, Wedel/Napstad – Final Con-
tract Payment S.P. 01-614-11.

Resolution adopted, Napstad/Niemi – MN Dot 
Agency Agreement.

Resolution adopted, Napstad/Niemi – All Terrain 
Vehicle Trail Funding.

Motion carried, Wedel/Napstad, to approve Aitkin 
County Tourism Grant: $4,510.00 – Aitkin Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Motion carried, Niemi/Napstad, to approve use of 
2011 returned grant funds: $608.72 –  G e o -
Caching .

Motion carried, Napstad/Wedel, to authorize the 
County Administrator to forward a letter t o  t h e 
NESC Executive Director requesting dividend.

Motion carried, Napstad/Wedel, to reappoint Jeremy 
Paquette from District 4 to a 3-year term on the 
Board of Adjustment.

Motion carried, Wedel/Napstad, to appoint Robert 
Harwarth from District 1 to a 3-year term on the 
Planning Commission.

Motion carried, Wedel/Napstad, to approve 2012 
newspaper advertisement specifi cations and mail 
to appropriate parties.

Motion carried, Wedel/Napstad to adjourn the meet-
ing at 12:09 p.m.
December 20, 2011 ...................................... 11.32

AITKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Synopsis of Board Meeting Minutes

December 1, 2011
2012 Budget Hearing

In pursuance of MN Statute 375.12, Subd. 1.

The meeting was called to order at 6:13 p.m. in 
Courtroom One of the Aitkin County Courthouse

Present at the meeting were: Chairperson Laurie 
Westerlund, Commissioners Don Niemi, Brian 
Napstad and Anne Marcotte. Commissioner J. 
Mark Wedel was absent.  Also present were County 
Administrator Patrick Wussow, County Auditor Kirk 
Peysar, H&HS Director Tom Burke, Environmental 
Services Director Terry Neff, Sheriff Scott Turner, 
County Treasurer Lori Grams, County Recorder 
Diane Lafferty, County Engineer John Welle, County 
Attorney Jim Ratz, Economic Development Coor-
dinator Ross Wagner, and Administrative Assistant 
Sue Bingham. 

The budget process was discussed, a letter from 
Representative McElfatrick was read, the 2012 
proposed budget and levy was presented, the Board 
heard public comment, and answered questions.
Auditor Kirk Peysar explained the effects of the 
new market value exclusion which has replaced the 
homestead market value credit.

Auditor Kirk Peysar announced that the Board will 
adopt the fi nal levy at the December 20, 2011, 
County Board Meeting.

Motion carried, Napstad/Niemi, to adjourn the meet-
ing at 8:20 pm.
December 20, 2011 ........................................ 7.64
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AITKIN COUNTY ZONING
Notice of Hearing

THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE 
FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS  FROM THE AITKIN 
COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 4, 2012 AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE AITKIN 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AITKIN, MN 56431. 
THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL BE 
REVIEWED:

RICHARD S. WEINHANDL, 33277 308TH LANE, 
AITKIN, MN  56431, is requesting a variance from 
the required setback distance of 100 feet from the 
ordinary high water level on a recreational develop-
ment lake (Rabbit) to a setback distance of 78 feet 
and a variance from the required setback distance 
of 30 feet from a bluff to a setback distance of 20 
feet to enclose an existing deck that is 237 square 
feet. TRACT A, REG. LAND SURVEY 1. Section 19, 
Township 46, Range 25, Aitkin County, MN.
PERMIT #38627V
December 20, 2011 ........................................4.86

AITKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Public Hearing Tax Forfeited Land Classifi cation

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners hereby 
sets a public hearing for March 6, 2012, at 10:00 
a.m. at the Aitkin County Courthouse for the purpose 
of classifying certain parcels of tax forfeited lands. 
A list of the lands under consideration is available 
on the Aitkin County website:www.co.aitkin.mn.us/
Departments/Land/landhome.html or by contacting 
the Aitkin County Land Department at 218-927-7364.

Mark Jacobs, Land Commissioner
December 20, 2011 and January 3, 2012 ....2.875

AITKIN COUNTY
AITKIN, MINNESOTA

ORGANIZATION
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2010

 Term Expires
Elected
Commissioners
District 1 Mark Wedel January 2011
District 2 Laurie Westerlund January 2012
District 3 Paul Bailey January 2011
District 4 Brian Napstad January 2012
District 5 Galen Tveit January 2011

Attorney Jim Ratz January 2011
Auditor Kirk Peysar  January 2011
Recorder  Diane Lafferty  January 2011
Sheriff  Scott Turner  January 2011
Treasurer  Lori Grams  January 2011

Appointed
Administrator  Patrick Wussow  Indefi nite
Assessor  Mike Dangers  December 2012
Engineer  John Welle December 2012
Coroner  Dr. M. B. McGee  Indefi nite
Health and Human Services
Director  Tom Burke  Indefi nite
Land Comm.  Mark Jacobs  Indefi nite
Veterans Service 
Offi cer  Penny Harms  Indefi nite


