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PRISON from page 3

Area civic groups step up to the challenge

Photos submitted

AITKIN, Minn. — 
Riverwood Foundation 
has much to be thankful 
for this holiday season. 
Over the past month, 
the Aitkin Lions Club, 
McGregor Lions Clubs 
and Tamarack Sno-Flyers 
have all made gener-
ous gifts to Riverwood 
Foundation for the Better 
Together Capital Cam-
paign totaling $5,000. In 
addition, these contribu-
tions have been matched 
dollar for dollar by the 
Otto Bremer Founda-
tion, which pledged a 
$300,000 matching grant 
to the campaign earlier 
this year. 

With the support of 
these civic groups and 
other local healthcare 
supporters, the Founda-
tion has raised more than 
$1.4 million toward its 
campaign goal of $2.2 
million.

The Foundation hopes 
to reach the Bremer chal-
lenge by December 31, 
which will bring the total 
amount raised to $1.6 
million to support the 
hospital expansion proj-
ect. 

For more information 
about the project and to 
make a tax-deductible 
gift, visit www.river-
woodhealthcare.com/
bettertogether or call 
the Foundation offi ce at 
(218) 927-5554. 

Tamarack Sno-Flyers Club: Sno-Flyers members Al Rinta and Denny Pepera 
present a $1,000 check to Riverwood Foundation Manager Katie Nelson. 

Aitkin Lions Club: Aitkin Lions member Tom Brand presents a $2,000 check 
to Riverwood Foundation Manager Katie Nelson. 

McGregor Lions Club: McGregor Lions members Elsa Sorenson and Larry 
Turner present a $2,000 check to Riverwood Foundation Board member Robert 
Lewis (far left). 

locybin mushrooms. In addi-
tion, they found fi ve fi rearms 
and more than 900 rounds of 
ammunition. The search also re-
vealed that Garcia had ties to the 
El Forastero motorcycle gang. 
During the course of the inves-
tigation in this case, authorities 
seized a total of approximately 
520 grams of pure methamphet-
amine linked to Garcia.

Following today’s sentencing, 
Bernard J. Zapor, Special Agent 
in Charge of the U.S. Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives’s St. Paul Field 
Division, said, “The success of 
this investigation can be attrib-
uted to the strong partnership 
with local, state, federal, and 
tribal law enforcement agencies. 
ATF will continue to target these 
armed traffi ckers and reduce the 
violence in our communities by 
sending these defendants away to 
federal prison.”

On August 2, 2011, co-
defendant Noel Gutierrez 
Manzanares, age 38, no known 

address, was sentenced to 120 
months on one count of con-
spiracy to distribute in excess 
of 50 grams of methamphet-
amine. He pleaded guilty to the 
charge on February 8, 2011.

On August 17, 2011, co-
defendant Karl James Pentz, age 
49, of Aitkin, was sentenced to 92 
months in federal prison on one 
count of conspiracy to distrib-
ute in excess of fi ve grams of 
methamphetamine and one count 
of being a felon in possession of a 
fi rearm. He pleaded guilty to the 
charges on February 14, 2011. In 
addition to the conspiring to dis-
tribute methamphetamine, Pentz 
admittedly possessed fi rearms, 
including an AK-47 rifl e. Because 
Pentz is a felon, he is prohibited 
under federal law from possessing 
fi rearms at any time. Pentz’s prior 
felony convictions include third-
degree possession of narcotics in 
Anoka County in 2002, fi fth-
degree possession of narcotics in 
Sherburne County in 2002, and 
fi fth-degree possession of narcot-

ics in Aitkin County in 2008.
On September 8, 2011, co-

defendant Randy Lee Motzko, age 
43, of Hilltop, Minnesota, was 
sentenced to time served on one 
count of conspiracy to distribute 
in excess of 50 grams of pure 
methamphetamine. He pleaded 
guilty on February 4, 2011.

This case was the result of an 
investigation by the ATF, the Min-
nesota Bureau of Criminal Ap-
prehension, Crow Wing County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, the Lakes Area 
Drug Investigation Division, the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s Home-
land Security Investigations, the 
Aitkin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
the Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, the Breezy Point Police 
Department, the Kanabec County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, the Isanti County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, the Mille Lacs 
Tribal Police Department, and the 
Brainerd Police Department. It 
was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Christian S. Wilton.

WASHINGTON, D.C.— U.S. Representative Chip 
Cravaack (MN-8) has issued the following statement after lan-
guage that would give Minnesota jurisdiction over the wolves 
within its own border was stripped from the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act of 2012:

“It’s unbelievable that the provisions aimed toward protect-
ing private property and ensuring greater public safety from 
problem wolves was removed from this legislation by Senate 
Democrat Leadership and the White House.

Minnesota’s Eighth District has the highest population 
of gray wolves in the Upper Midwest, and currently the state 
DNR, farmers, livestock producers, and families have little 
means to deal with this matter accordingly. I urge the House to 
quickly consider Rep. Kline’s House bill for a more responsible 
wolf management program in Minnesota.”

Rep. Cravaack serves on the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee - where he is Vice Chair of the Aviation 
Subcommittee - the Homeland Security Committee, and the 
Science, Space and Technology Committee. The 8th Congres-
sional District covers 18 counties in Northeast Minnesota.

Cravaack denounces stripping 
of  Gray Wolf  provisions

ST. PAUL, Minn. — In recent months, some Minnesotans 
have reported receiving phone calls or e-mails that appear to 
be from friends or family members in need of help. In real-
ity, the e-mails and phone calls are from imposters posing as 
distressed family members. The scams take several different 
forms, but in all cases their goal is to dupe concerned family 
members into providing bank account information from which 
the imposter steals funds. 

Telephone Imposters: A grandchild in trouble? Or an 
imposter?

Some Minnesota grandparents report receiving telephone 
calls from what sounds like a grandchild in distress. The phone 
call starts with a phrase like, “Hi Grandma/Grandpa! Do you 
know who this is?,” or something similar. If the consumer 
responds with a name, the imposter poses as that grandchild, 
describes urgent trouble, often in a foreign country, and begs 
the grandparent to wire money by Western Union or Money 
Gram to pay for medical care, bail money, auto repairs, or a 
ticket home. By claiming to be embarrassed or under urgent 
time constraints, the imposter “grandchild” tries to dissuade 
the grandparent from contacting the grandchild’s parents or 
friends.

How to avoid the grandparent scam. You can avoid the 
Grandparent Scam by verifying a caller’s identity and resist-
ing pressure to act before the caller’s identity is verifi ed. To 
verify the caller’s identity, contact a family member who could 
confi rm the caller’s story, call the real grandchild at a number 
you know is accurate, or ask questions of the caller that only 
the real grandchild would know. Do not give out names or 
information on other family members unless you are certain 
of the identity of the caller. Resist pressure to act quickly. This 
scam depends upon a grandparent’s compassion for their 
grandchildren outweighing any concern about potential scams. 
The imposter always claims that there is an emergency and 
always asks for secrecy. 

What else to do. If you receive a fraudulent phone call like 
the Grandparent Scam, try to trace the call. You can initiate 
call trace by immediately dialing *57 after you hang up from 
a fraudulent phone call. When you do that, the caller’s phone 
number will be forwarded and recorded at the phone com-
pany’s call identifi cation center. You should then contact your 
local police department agency to fi le a complaint.

Overall Tips—Don’t Become A Victim. When you re-
ceive an urgent request for help by phone or e-mail:

1) Verify that the person contacting you is who they claim 
to be, and not an imposter. 

2) Resist pressure to send money quickly and secretly.
3) Refuse to send money through wire transfer or over-

night delivery unless you are absolutely sure that you are send-
ing money to a real friend or family member.

Avoiding imposter scams
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The purpose of this Report is to provide a sum-
mary of financial information concerning Aitkin 
County for interested citizens. Questions about this 
Report should be directed to Kirk Peysar, County 
Auditor, 218-927-7354.

A FULL AND COMPLETE COPY OF THE 
COUNTY FINANCIAL STATEMENT IS AVAIL-
ABLE FOR INSPECTION UPON REQUEST BY 
CALLING 218-927-7354, OR BY WRITING TO 
THE COUNTY AUDITOR, 209 2ND STREET NW, 
AITKIN, MN 56431.

The following defi nitions will help citizens under-
stand the terminology that is used in the county’s 
fi nancial statement. (A county should eliminate the 
description of a specifi c fund type if it is not included 
in that particular county’s Financial Statement.)

COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL
FUNDS TYPES

The General Fund is the general operating fund 
of the county. It is used to account for all fi nancial 
resources except those that are required to be ac-
counted for in another fund.

A User’s Guide to County
Financial Statements

Aitkin County Summary Financial Statements
for the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Special Revenue Funds are used to account for 
the proceeds of specifi c revenue sources that are 
legally restricted for specifi ed purposes.

Debt Service Funds are used to account for 
the accumulation of resources for, and the payment 
of principal, interest and related costs of general 
longterm debt.

Capital Projects Funds are used to account for 
fi nancial resources to be used for the acquisition or 
construction of major capital facilities.

COUNTY PROPRIETARY
FUND TYPES

Enterprise Funds are used to account for opera-
tions that are fi nanced and operated in a manner 
similar to private business enterprises, where the 
costs of providing goods or services to the general 
public are primarily funded through user fees and 
charges for services.

Internal Service Funds are used to account 
for the fi nancing of the goods or services provided 
by one county department to another, on a cost 
reimbursement basis.

COUNTY FIDUCIARY FUNDS
Trust and Agency Funds are used to account 

for assets held by a county in a trustee capacity or 
as an agent for individuals, private organizations, 
other governmental units, and/or other funds.

MAJOR CATEGORIES OF 
COUNTY EXPENDITURES

Current Expenditures include all expenditures 
other than capital outlays and debt service on 
county bonds.

Capital Outlay Expenditures include all expen-
ditures for the, construction of county facilities or the 
purchase of buildings or major equipment (such as 
an automobile) by the county.

Debt Service include all expenditures or the 
repayment of bonds issued by the county including 
the payment of the principal, interest and other fi scal 
charges associated with the bonds.

The General Government activities include 
expenditures for general county activities such as 
the county commissioners salaries and expenses, 
the county administrator’s/manager’s/ coordinator’s 
offi ce, county attorney’s offi ce, the auditor’s offi ce, 
the county treasurer’s offi ce, the county assessor’s 
offi ce, the judicial (excluding the county jail), the 
planning and zoning offi ce, and other county general 
service offi ces.

The Public Safety activities include expendi-
tures for corrections activities, the operation of the 
Sheriff’s offi ce and the county jail.

The Highways and Street activities include 
expenditures for highway department construction 

and maintenance programs.
The Sanitation activities include expenditures 

for county solid waste collection and disposal 
programs, including county-sponsored recycling 
programs.

The Human Services activities include the 
administration of all federal, state and county hu-
man services programs, including child support 
collection activities, social service programs such 
as chemical dependency treatment programs, and 
child protection services.

The Health Service activities include expen-
ditures for the county public health department, 
including inoculation programs, home health aid 
services, and programs to protect public and private 
drinking water systems.

The Culture and Recreation activities include 
expenditures for county libraries, county parks, 
recreation programs, including the development and 
maintenance of all county park facilities.

The Conservation of Natural Resources activi-
ties include expenditures relating to soil and water 
conservation and the county extension offi ce.

The Economic Development activities in-
clude expenditures for economic development 
programs.
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AITKIN COUNTY
AITKIN, MINNESOTA

BALANCE SHEET
DECEMBER 31, 2010

   Road and Health and Forfeited Nonmajor 

  General Bridge Human Services Tax Sale Funds Total

Assets
Cash and pooled investments   $ 13,772,292  $ 3,795,282  $ 4,278,745  $ 3,057,962  $ 2,680,403  $ 27,584,684
Petty cash and change funds   3,000 - 3,000 - - 6,000  

Cash with fi scal agent   135,457 - - - - 135,457
Taxes receivable
Prior   299,271 103,261 129,689 -   23,872  556,093

Special assessments
Prior  - - - - 1,825  1,825
Noncurrent  - - - - 16,787  16,787

Accounts receivable   71,851  607  19,224  2,057,228   - 2,148,910
Accrued interest receivable   87,932   - - - - 87,932
Loans receivable   120,260 - - - - 120,260
Due from other funds   608,258  23,449  - - 397,060  1,028,767
Due from other governments   71,084  656,896  475,692  2,648  177,423  1,383,743
Prepaid expense   - - 5,822  - - 5,822
Inventories   - 276,316  - - -  276,316
Deposits receivable   25,000  - - - - 25,000

Total Assets   $ 15,194,405  $ 4,855,811  $ 4,912,172  $ 5,117,838  $ 3,297,370  $ 33,377,596

Liabilities and Fund Balances

Liabilities
Accounts payable   $ 187,760  $ 66,118  $ 146,043  $ 8,198  $ 9,768  $ 417,887
Salaries payable   180,086  62,763  75,752  13,062  5,231  336,894
Contracts payable   - 386,274 - - - 386,274
Due to other funds   - - 10,854  713,933  23,449  748,236
Due to other governments   - - 19,485  213,097  6  232,588
Deferred revenue - unavailable   241,730  662,017  105,366  2,057,228  38,000  3,104,341
Timber permit bonds  - - - 88,142  - 88,142

Total Liabilities   $ 609,576  $ 1,177,172  $ 357,500  $ 3,093,660  $ 76,454  $ 5,314,362

Fund Balances
Reserved for

Environmental uses   $ -  $ -  $ -  $ -  $ 484,937  $ 484,937
Missing heirs   - - - 20,090  -  20,090
Inventories  -  276,316  - - - 276,316
Capital membership   25,000  - - - - 25,000
County development   - - - 1,073,527  - 1,073,527
Sobriety court fees   18,106  - - - - 18,106
Law library   - - - 16,845  - 16,845
Sheriff’s contingency   3,234  - - - - 3,234
Debt service   135,457 - - - - 135,457
Loans receivable   120,260  - - - - 120,260
Recorder’s equipment purchases   274,415 - - - - 274,415
Recorder’s technology   255,454   - - - - 255,454
Attorney grant carryover   5,000 - - - - 5,000
Enhanced 911   427,034  - - - - 427,034
Conservation of natural resources   19,680  - - - - 19,680
Gun permit carryover   50,730 - - - -  50,730
Prisoner welfare   54,093   - - - - 54,093
STS carryover   1,429  - - - - 1,429
Unclaimed property   - - - 1,815  -  1,815
Forfeited tax sale   - - - 31,106   - 31,106
Parks   62,537  - - - - 62,537

Unreserved
Designated for Future expenditures   614,958  - - - - 614,958
Cash fl ows   11,285,250  - - - - 11,285,250
Solid waste   615,161   - - - - 615,161
Economic development   617,031   - - - - 617,031
Workers’ compensation    - - - 880,795  - 880,795

Undesignated   - 3,402,323  4,554,672  - - 7,956,995
Unreserved, reported in nonmajor
Special revenue funds   - - - - 2,535,951  2,535,951
Debt service fund   - - - - 200,028  200,028

Total Fund Balances   $ 14,584,829  $ 3,678,639  $ 4,554,672  $ 2,024,178  $ 3,220,916  $ 28,063,234

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances   $ 15,194,405  $ 4,855,811  $ 4,912,172  $ 5,117,838  $ 3,297,370  $ 33,377,596

The notes to the fi nancial statements are an integral part of this statement.


