
PATRICIA M. MONSON

Patricia M. Monson, age 76 of McGregor died Thursday, 
December 15, 2011, at the St. Cloud Hospital in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota.

Patricia was born February 10, 1935 at McGregor, Minne-
sota the daughter of Frank and Cecelia (Farah) Maddy. She grew 
up and attended schools in McGregor. 
She then moved to Minneapolis and at-
tended the University of Minnesota for a 
time and also worked for WTCN TV. She 
married Jarrold L. Monson on April 27, 
1957, in McGregor. They lived in Duluth 
while Jerry attended college and moved 
back to McGregor where he taught school 
and she worked for Lakeside Manufactur-
ing as a book keeper for 20 plus years. 
She also served as church organist at 
Holy Family Catholic Church for over 40 
years. She was a member of the Holy Family Catholic Church 
in McGregor. She loved her two grandchildren dearly and never 
missed any of their special events.

She is survived by her husband Jerry Monson of McGregor; 
son: Marcus Monson of Dallas, Texas; daughter in law: Lisa 
Monson of Aitkin; two grandchildren: Carli Monson and Mi-
chael Monson; two sisters: Roseanne Hendrickson of Miami, 
Florida, Barbara Ruzynski of Bismarck, North Dakota and nu-
merous nieces, nephews and other relatives. She was preceded 
in death by her parents and son Michael in 2010.

A memorial mass will be held Thursday, December 22, 2011, 
at 1:00 p.m. from the Holy Family Catholic Church in McGregor 
with Fr. Paul Fruth offi ciating. Visitation will be from Noon until the 
1:00 p.m. services at the church Thursday. Burial will be at a later 
date in the Saron Cemetery. Arrangements are with the McGregor 
Funeral Home.

LELAND C. PFISTHNER

Leland Clark Pfi sthner, 73, of Cloquet, died Sunday, December 
11, 2011, in Essentia Health–St. Mary’s Medical Center, Duluth. 
He was born in 1938 in International Falls, the son of Charles and 
Delma Pfi sthner. Lee served in the US Navy dur-
ing Vietnam.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Lee is survived by his wife, Eileen, of Cloquet; 

three children, Lea Youngberg of Barnum, Trent 
Pfi sthner of Cromwell, and Kim Walli of Two 
Harbors; four step-children, Susan Parker (Curt Lind) of Duluth, 
Michael (Cindy) Parker of Cromwell, Randy (Debbie) Parker of Esko 
and Renee (Paul) McArthur of Wrenshall; three brothers, Chuck 
(Gloria) Pfi sthner of Cloquet, Richard Pfi sthner of Poplar, WI and 
Clayton (Theresa) Pfi sthner of Iron River, WI; two sisters, Netta 
(Gunner) Olsen of Forest Lake and Marilyn (Ernie) Henninger of 
Barnum; 10 grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

Memorial Services were held on Wednesday, December 14, 
2011 in Atkins-Northland Funeral Home, 801 14th Street, Cloquet. 
In lieu of fl owers, memorials are preferred. 

Events
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: at the McGregor United 
Methodist Church Sat., Dec. 24 starting at 3:00 p.m. 
Everyone welcome!

CHRISTMAS MARKETPLACE: at the Jaques Art Cen-
ter is fi lled with wonderful items created by local artists 
and artisans. Building right under the water tower in 
Aitkin. Hours 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tues. through Sat. 
The Jaques Art Center will be closed December 24 
thru January 2, reopening January 3.

Birth Announcements

A daughter, Layla Lorraine Peterson, was born on 
November 26, 2011, at Essentia Health - St. Mary’s 
Medical Center in Duluth, to Tim and Janel Peterson 
of Duluth (formerly of Somerset, Wisc. and Cromwell). 
She weighed 10 lbs., .05 oz. She joins her big brother 
Jackson (4 years old). Grandparents are Nancy and 
Joe Amato of Esko, Minn.; Terry and Dawn Jordan of 
Proctor, Minn.; Tim and Mary Peterson of Houlton, 
Wisc.; and Judith and Todd Churchward of St. Paul, 
Minn.

A daughter, Reese Linnea Goranson, was born on 
November 18, 2011, to Jamie Lahti and Justin 
Goranson of Wright. She weighed 7 lbs., 7 oz. 
Grandparents are Brent and Tracey Goranson of 
Cromwell, Minn.; and Connie and Larry Lahti of 
Proctor. Great-grandparents are Jim Granholm of 
Wright, Floyd and Betty Lahti of Meadowlands, Audre 
Goranson of Carlton and Lois Wood of Glendale, 
Ariz.

A son, Cameron Ray Steffens, was born on December 
10, 2011, at Riverwood Healthcare Center, to Tim and 
Amanda Steffens of Aitkin. He weighed 7 lbs., 13 oz. 
Grandparents are Mark and Nancy Johnson of Cold 
Spring, Minn., and Mike and Pam Steffens of Aitkin.

A daughter, Carlee Beth Graetz, was born on 
December 1, 2011, to Lee Anne and Shawn Graetz 
of Hudson. She weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz. She joins her 
big  brother Caden (3 years old). Grandparents are 
Sherry and Eric Johnson of Lakeland, Minn., and Mary 
Jo and Joe Graetz of Hudson, Wisc.

A son, Eagan Clarence Aho, was born on December 
17, 2011, at Mercy Hospital, to Evan and Samantha 
Aho of Tamarack. He weighed 7 lbs., 1.75 oz. 

City, Township Meetings
MCGREGOR CITY COUNCIL: Meets Tuesday, 
December 20, and January 3, 2012, at 7:10 p.m. at 
City Hall.

CROMWELL CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, 
December 28, at 7:00 p.m. at the Cromwell 
Pavilion.

TAMARACK CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, 
January 4, 2012, at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

MCGRATH CITY COUNCIL: Meets Thursday, January 
5, 2012, at 6:00 p.m. at the Fire Station Hall.

WRIGHT CITY COUNCIL: Meets Wednesday, January 
11, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.

Other Meetings
MCGREGOR AIRPORT ( IVERSON FIELD) 
COMMISSION: Meets Wednesday, January 4, 2012, 
at 6:00 p.m. at the AD building.

TAMARACK RIVER WATERSHED TEAM: Meets 
the fi rst Monday of the month at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Cromwell Pavilion. All are welcome!
AITKIN COUNTY REPUBLICANS: Meets the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. upstairs of the 
Aitkin Eye Care Center. Next monthly meeting will be 
held on Monday, December 12. www.aitkingop.com
LAKE COUNTRY QUILTERS GUILD: Meets the third 
Monday of the month from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club.
AITKIN COUNTY TRIAD: Meets the fi rst Tuesday of 
the month at 10:30 a.m. at various sites in the county. 
Watch the paper for the place of each meeting.

DFL CLUB: Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
noon at the 40 Club in Aitkin. Next meeting is June 14.
FRIENDS OF RICE LAKE: No December meeting. 
Meets the third Wednesday of each month starting 
with the 18th of January at 1:30 p.m. at the visitor 
center at Refuge Headquarters.
WRIGHT SENIOR CITIZENS BUILDING: Is open every 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. The fi rst Wednesday is a 

scheduled meeting, followed by games and lunch.
MCGRATH HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: Meets every 
other month on the third Wednesday, at 1:00 p.m. at 
Vie’s Place in McGrath. Next meeting is February 15. 

BUSY BEE SENIORS OF JACOBSON: Meets every 
Thursday at Jacobson Community Center from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome! Bring a dish 
to share for potluck at noon. Cards and socializing are 
enjoyed. For more information, call 218-752-6652.
RICE RIVER SENIORS: Meets the fi rst Thursday of the 
month, at 1:00 p.m., at the Rice River Senior Center.
MCGREGOR FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY: Meets 
the third Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m. at the 
McGregor library.
MCGREGOR DOWNTOWN SUBCOMMITTEE of the 
Chamber of Commerce: Meets the second Thursday 
of the month, at 5:30 p.m. at the Schoolhouse Cafe.

Community Health
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALANON MEETING: 
Meets Mondays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at noon 
at ALANON building on Big Sandy. Call Kenton at 768-
3811 or Ramona at 426-3344 or Lynda at 426-4370.
MERCY’S DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month, at 2:30 p.m. in Community 
Room 1 at Mercy Hospital. The group is facilitated by 
Betty Zebrasky, RN, and includes education and support. 
Please call 218-485-5836 for more information.
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the 
second Tuesday of the month at Mercy Hospital, in 
Moose Lake, at 6:30 p.m. in Comm. Room 1. Call 
218-485-5599 for more information.
CHILD LOSS GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets on 
the fi rst Thursday of each month at Mercy Hospital, 
in Moose Lake, 7:00–8:30 p.m. For more information 
about Mercy’s Grief Support Groups, please call 218-
485-5508 or e-mail cblatz@sisunet.org.
GRIEF SUPPORT RESOURCES: Information on grief 
support groups and services in Aitkin County. Call Val 
Thompson at Riverwood at 218-927-5524 or Mary Ann 
Kult at 218-426-3491.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING PALISADE: 
Meets Mondays, at 7:00 p.m. in the Bethel Lutheran 
Church basement.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Tamarack School House in 
Tamarack. Call Dennis W. at 218-838-3326.
MCGREGOR/SANDY LAKE ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. at the ALANO building on Big Sandy. 
For more info., contact Rich, 218-426-3558; Kenton, 
218-768-3811; or Jack, 218-426-4029. Interested in 
Alateen? Call Ramona at 218-426-3344.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Wright. Call Andy L. at 357-2177.
AITKIN COUNTY CHAPTER OF GAMBLERS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bethel Lutheran Church in Palisade. Anyone with a 

gambling problem is welcome. For further information, 
please contact Pastor Bill, 218-845-2429.
ASK THE PHYSICAL THERAPIST: Every second 
Thursday of the month from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Spend 
time with Judy Hawley, PT, MAPL for a FREE question 
and answer series related to your body. Meet in the 
McGregor fi tness center.
LAC: Local mental health Advisory Council meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Hope Drop 
Inn located at 210 2nd St. NW in Aitkin. Our main mission 
is to provide and improve local mental health services.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Meets the fourth Thursday 
of every month at Mercy Hospital. Morning session: 
10:00–11:30 a.m. Evening session: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
MCGREGOR/BIG SANDY LAKE NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS: Meets every Friday, at 7:00 p.m., at 
the ALANO building. For more information contact 
Joe at 218-316-1929.
MCGREGOR MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SUPPORT 
GROUP: Meets the second and fourth Friday of every 
month at the McGregor United Methodist Church from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. For more information, please call Karen 
at 218-392-0143 or Larissa 218-851-9849.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING: Meets 
Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. at the ALANO building on Big 
Sandy. Call Rich at 426-3558 or Rob N. at 426-5210.

Veterans
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICES: Historic 
military vehicles will be on display at the Aitkin County 
Courthouse from 10:00 a.m. to noon on Veterans Day 
(Nov. 11). Cookies and coffee will be served.  
AITKIN COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER: 
Penny Harms will be at the ANGELS offi ce in McGregor, 
10:00 a.m.–noon, the third Thursday of the month by 
appointment only. Please call 1-888-404-7320.
AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILIARY: Meets the fi rst 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Minnewawa 
Sportsmen’s Club.
LARSON-DENEEN VFW POST 2747 & AUXILIARY: 
Meets the second Thursday of each month, at 3:00 
p.m., at the VFW Hall. Railroad and First Street.
MATHEW W. SANDERS VFW POST 1721: Meets the last 
Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m. at Palisade City Hall.

Snowmobile & ATV Clubs
EVERGREEN P.A.C. ATV CLUB: Meets the 
fi rst Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
The meetings will be held at various locations. 
Meetings are open to the public. Check out 
the web site at www.evergreen-pac-atvclub.
com.
WHITE PINE RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets the 
fi rst Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
at the McGrath Fire Hall, unless otherwise 
posted. New members and visitors always 
welcome.
UP NORTH RIDERS ATV CLUB: Meets 
Saturday, January 28, at 10:00 a.m. at 
Fisherman’s Bay Bar and Restaurant, Highway 

65 north of McGregor.

CROMWELL SNO-GOPHERS: Meet the 
third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at their clubhouse in Cromwell. For more 
information or to become a member go on 
line to www.mnsnowmobile.org and hit the 
link to Cromwell Sno-Gophers.
PALISADE SUPER SLEDDERS: Meet the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the clubhouse. Note this change of day.

TAMARACK SNO-FLYERS: Meets the 
second Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
at the clubhouse in Tamarack. To become 
a member, contact  snofl yersmn@frontier.
com or for club info and events go to www.
mnsnowmobiler.org and click on Tamarack 
Sno-Flyers. 

Mark Your Calendar
MCGREGOR COMMUNITY MEAL: Held 
on the third Wednesday of the month at the 
McGregor Community Center, serving from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Community Meal 
is sponsored by ANGELS and the meals are 
prepared and served by various volunteer 
groups. The meal is free and if one wishes 
to do so, they may make a donation to 
ANGELS.
JAM SESSIONS: The fourth Thursday of 
the month at 7:00 p.m. at McGregor United 
Methodist Church.
JACOBSON AREA FOOD SHELF: Open the 
fi rst and third Thursday of each month 4:00–
6:00 p.m. at Carmel Lutheran Church.
MCGREGOR AREA FOOD SHELF: New 
location: 92 Maddy Street N., in downtown 
McGregor. Pick-up dates are the fi rst, second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon. To coordinate 
food donations/deliveries, call Sharon at 
426-3330.
TRI-COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF: Serving 
Tamarack, Wright and Cromwell, located in 
Cromwell at the junction of Hwy. 210 and 
73. Fridays 3:00–5:30 p.m.
AREA CLOTHING DEPOT OF CROMWELL/
WRIGHT: Hours are Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 10:00 to 3:00. Their location 
is just north of Hwy. 210, about one block 
north of the railroad tracks. If you’re curious, 
check it out!
MCGREGOR AREA CLOTHING CLOSET: 
Hours are Tuesday and Saturday from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Located south on Maddy 
Street.
MCGREGOR AREA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE: Open Tuesday through 
Friday from noon to 5:00 p.m. in downtown 
McGregor, 218-768-3692. 
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AITKIN COUNTY
AITKIN, MINNESOTA

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2010

   Road and Health and Forfeited Nonmajor 

  General Bridge Human Services Tax Sale Funds Total

Revenues
Taxes   $5,322,244  $1,767,974  $2,200,161  $               -  $433,885  $9,724,264
Special assessments   - - - - 1,513  1,513
Licenses and permits   131,718   - - - 49,459  181,177
Intergovernmental   2,355,176  6,942,995  3,349,448  283,506  407,293  13,338,418

Charges for services   1,654,615  231,300  44,229  29,752   -  1,959,896
Gifts and contributions   250 - - - -  250
Interest on investments   438,680  - - - 12,460  451,140
Miscellaneous   273,090  31,502  604,600  1,691,661  11,444  2,612,297

Total Revenues   $10,175,773  $8,973,771  $6,198,438  $2,004,919  $916,054  $28,268,955

Expenditures
Current

General government   $4,685,250  $               -  $                -  $ 23,658  $ 1,445  $ 4,710,353
Public safety   4,970,360  - - - 19,066  4,989,426
Highways and streets   - 8,095,251   - - -  8,095,251
Sanitation   279,759 - - - -  279,759
Human services   - - 5,471,248  - -  5,471,248
Health   8,170   - 679,564  - -  687,734
Culture and recreation   828,459  - - - -  828,459
Conservation of natural 
 resources   269,235  - - 1,011,113  761,690  2,042,038
Economic development   73,002  - - - -  73,002

Debt service
Principal   118,386   - - - 330,000  448,386
Interest   3,619 - - - 88,000  91,619

Total Expenditures   $11,236,240  $8,095,251  $6,150,812  $1,034,771  $1,200,201  $27,717,275

Excess of Revenues Over
(Under) Expenditures   $(1,060,467)  $878,520  $47,626  $970,148  $(284,147)  $551,680

Other Financing Sources
(Uses)
Transfers in   $404,668  $621,237  $                -  $                  -  $445,596  $1,471,501
Transfers out   (328,779) - -  (1,007,402)  (135,320)  (1,471,501)

Total Other Financing
Sources (Uses)   $ 75,889  $ 621,237  $                -  $ (1,007,402)  $ 310,276  $             -

Change in Fund Balance   $(984,578)  $1,499,757  $47,626  $(37,254)  $26,129  $551,680

Fund Balance - January 1   15,569,407  2,112,111  4,507,046  2,061,432  3,194,787  27,444,783
Increase (decrease) in
reserved for inventories   - 66,771 - - -   66,771

Fund Balance - December 31   $14,584,829  $3,678,639  $4,554,672  $2,024,178  $3,220,916  $28,063,234

The notes to the fi nancial statements are an integral part of this statement.
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AITKIN COUNTY
AITKIN, MINNESOTA

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2010

  
   Program Revenues  Net (Expense) Revenue and Changes in Net Assets
     Primary Government
    Operating Capital l 
   Fees, Charges,  Grants and Grants and Governmental Business-Type
  Expenses Fines, and Other Contributions Contributions Activities Activities Total
  
Functions/Programs
Primary government
 Governmental activities
 General government  $4 ,845,186 $1,029,081  $135,834   $                - $(3,680,271)  $ -  $(3,680,271)
 Public safety  5,182,125  1,018,976  285,654  -  (3,877,495)  - (3,877,495)
 Highways and streets  4,856,020 266,980  4,380,549  2,219,439  2,010,948 -  2,010,948
 Sanitation 295,117 10,761 - - (284,356)  -  (284,356)
 Human services 5,507,312 604,600  2,307,234 - (2,595,478) - (2,595,478)
 Health 687,267 108,290  676,155  - 97,178   - 97,178
 Culture and recreation 831,890 12,555 56,941   - (762,394)   - (762,394)
 Conservation of natural resources 2,070,636 - 523,919   - (1,546,717)  -  (1,546,717)
 Economic development 73,393 - - -  (73,393)  - 73,393)
 Interest 71,560 - - - (71,560)  - (71,560)

Total governmental activities $24,420,506 $3,051,243 $8,366,286  $2 ,219,439  $(10,783,538)  $ -  $(10,783,538)

Business-type activities
 Long Lake Conservation Center 789,100 601,529 4,165  6,350   (177,056)  (177,056)

Total Primary Government $ 25,209,606 $ 3,652,772 $8,370,451  $2,225,789  $(10,783,538)  $(177,056)  $(10,960,594)
  

 
General Revenues
 Property taxes    $9,756,639 $ -  $9 ,756,639
 Mortgage registry and deed tax    14,544   - 14,544
 Other taxes    32,266   - 32,266
 Payments in lieu of tax    1,166,130   - 1,166,130
  Grants and contributions not restricted to specifi c programs   1,580,852  1,888  1,582,740
 Unrestricted investment earnings    451,140  33  451,173
 Miscellaneous    1,157,874   - 1,157,874
 Gain from sale of assets    39,652  - 39,652
 
 Total general revenues    $14,199,097  $1,921  $14,201,018

 Change in net assets    $3,415,559  $(175,135)  $3,240,424

 Net Assets - Beginning    95,707,937  3,627,612  99,335,549

 Net Assets - Ending    $99,123,496  $3,452,477  $102,575,973

The notes to the fi nancial statements are an integral part of this statement.
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